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Barnhart Goes Back to School 
Visits Creswell High School and Pleasant Hill Eleme
 
CRESWELL – Rep. Phil Barnhart (D-Central Lane and Linn Counties
help students better understand government and the role of state repres
School economics class, taught by Bill Martin, Barnhart led a budget c
students better understand the budget pressures the state is facing. 
 
Students formed into groups of legislators and lobbyists.  The lobby gr
education, universities and community colleges, human services and p
presented their lobby group’s point of view to the legislators in order t
program, raise or cut taxes or cut other programs to live within the stat
 
As students presented their cases to the committee of four student legis
lobby groups passed notes to the legislators to rebut arguments just lik
 
When lobby presentations were over, the budget deliberations began.  
were given, legislators were hesitant to cut any programs, but finally tr
funding by cutting public safety and raising taxes.  They voted to incre
and universities and community colleges.  However, they noted that th
much because of concerns about potential voter backlash.   
 
“The students are learning just how difficult it is to write a state budge
Barnhart.  “They learn the issues quickly, but find it just as hard to bal
Legislature.” 
 
Later in the day, Rep. Barnhart visited one of Pleasant Hill’s fourth gra
answered questions the students had prepared for him.  “Have you eve
building?”  they asked.  “Not yet.  I think you will probably beat me to
to their upcoming Capitol visit on Wednesday. 
 
Pleasant Hill Elementary and Middle Schools held a joint assembly wh
academic excellence to fourth through sixth grade students.  Afterward
running for the school’s first-ever student council positions.  “When yo
honor of becoming the these student’s trusted representatives. As leade
on difficult questions,” said Barnhart. 
 
Barnhart was very impressed by the caliber of the students in both Cre
(Creswell and Pleasant Hill) communities are doing a marvelous job o
the students I met today are any indication, we can look forward to a v
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