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What has changed 
since 2015 

(Don’t we stiLL have the 
Low Carbon Fuel 

Standard)?
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Question: 
Do the people of 

District 60 
want to pay more 
for their roads?
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Question:
Do the people of 

District 60 know how 
far behind they are 
in maintaining their 

roads?
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Question:
Do the people of 

District 60 
understand how much 

they are 
currently paying 
for their roads?
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Question:
Do the people of 

District 60 
understand their 

dependence 
upon roads?
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First, 
some basic 

facts:

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Without a road, 
you are going 

nowhere

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Another 
basic fact, 
stated as a 

question:
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How much does an 
Oregonian, who drives 
10,234 miles per year, 
pay in state gas tax?
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$153.51
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Oregon’s current state 
gas tax 

is:
30¢ per gallon
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An Oregonian, 
on the average, 

drives
10,234 miles per year 
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An Oregonian, 
on the average, 

gets about
20 mpg
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10,234 miles      20 mpg =

511.70 gallons per year
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511.70 gallons x 

30¢ per gallon =
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$153.51 

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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$153.51       12 months =
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About 

$12.79 
per month

paid in state gas tax
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$153.51      10,000 miles = 

1.5¢ per mile

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Since one mile of new state 
highway costs about $1 million,

the driver is using a 
$1 million asset
at a cost of 1.5¢
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Another 
Basic Fact:

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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gas tax is not 
the only way 

Oregonians pay 
for their roads
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When you add up all of 
what you pay to Oregon 

for use of state roads, 
the total is 

44.2¢ per gallon

(30¢ is gas tax; 14.2¢ is the rest)

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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If the people 
of District 60 

want to pay more 
state gas tax, 

what would it cost them?
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A $0.01 cent increase in the state gas 

tax raises the average Oregonian’s,
who drives 10,234 miles annually, 

cost of fuel by about 

$0.43 cents per month.

($5.11 dollars per year)
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A $0.05 cent increase in the state gas 

tax raises the average Oregonian’s, 
who drives 10,234 miles annually, 

cost of fuel by about 

$2.13 per month.

($25.58 dollars per year)
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A $0.10 cent increase in the state gas 

tax raises the average Oregonian’s, 
who drives 10,234 miles annually, 

cost of fuel by about 

$4.26 per month.

($51.17 dollars per year)
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A $0.15 cent increase in the state gas 

tax raises the average Oregonian’s, 
who drives 10,234 miles annually, 

cost of fuel by about 

$6.39 per month.

($76.75 dollars per year)
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A $0.20 cent increase in the state gas 

tax raises the average Oregonian’s,
who drives 10,234 miles annually, 

cost of fuel by about 

$8.52 per month.

($102.34 dollars per year)
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Some more 
Basic Facts:

• Oregon roads are failing

• Oregon bridges are failing

• It’s cheaper to act now than later

• Time is money

• Oregon exports over 80% of what it grows

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

SOURCE:
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Reports/2006AgricultureF.pdf
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oRegon’s 
roads & 
Bridges

are failing
Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Baker City
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Condition of 
oRegon’s 

roads & Bridges

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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“When a paved road reaches 
‘poor’ or ‘very poor’ condition, 
it must be either replaced or 
reverted back to gravel.”
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-Richard Moulton, Malheur County Roadmaster
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So how much of our 
county and city road 

system will soon 
revert to gravel?
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Condition of County Roads 
in District 60

COUNTY GOOD FAIR POOR VERY
POOR

Baker 38 34 96 15

Grant 120 50 30 24

Harney 174 126 0 15

Lake 129 101 82 30

Malheur 152 149 140 55
SOURCE: County Pavement Conditions in HD 60, Association of Oregon Counties, 2016
*Numbers based on Pavement Condition Index (PCI) equivalent
*Numbers represent the number of centerline county road miles fitting into each category.
*Totals differ from total county road miles in each county because this excludes unpaved roads, and not all paved 
road miles have been credibly rated in every county.

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Condition of City Roads 
in District 60

CITY GOOD FAIR POOR
Prairie City 20% 60% 20%

Huntington 1% 49% 50%

Lakeview 50% 40% 10%

Seneca 0% 10% 90%

Vale 20% 44% 36%

Baker City 59% 40% 1%

Nyssa 0% 50% 50%
SOURCE: City Recorder/City Manager from each City, estimate given April 2016

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

53



54
SOURCE: ODOT
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Comparative costs

1. Chip Coat = $30,000/mile

2. 2 Inch Overlay = $150,000/mile

3. Replacement of County Road = 

$200,00-$300,000/mile
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SOURCE: ODOT 2015 Bridge ReportSlide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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SOURCE: ODOT
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Why it is cheaper to 
act now rather 

than later
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We have a choice:

“spenD” ouR RoaDs

or

Spend our money

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Total value of 12,265.51 miles 
of road at $250,000 per mile=

$3,066,377,500

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Let’s Look at LytLe BLvD.

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

Lytle Blvd.
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Jobs & 
Transportation Act 

(2009):

Included the 
$3 million

For Lytle Blvd.
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Worked completed 
in 2012-2013
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A road should be 
chip sealed 

every 5 years 
(at a cost of $30,000 per mile)
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To keep up, 
the state, county, or city 

should chip seal 
not less than 20% 

of its roads 
each year
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In 2016, 
Malheur County 
chip sealed 3.5% 

of its roads.
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71



Malheur County 
is falling behind 

at a rate of 16.5% 
of its roads 
each year

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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We are 
spending up 
our roads.
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Now that we have 
Lytle Blvd, 

will we protect 
or squander it?
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If we want to 
protect these 
investments, 

we must pay more
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What we pay when we 
Don’t maintain ouR 

transportation 
systems:
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Tires

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

SOURCE: autotrader.com

• Average price of one car tire= 
$80--$150 

• Set of four tires= $320--$600
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shocks & Struts

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

• Average cost of shock absorbers or 
struts= 
$25--$350 each

• Average Towing Cost=
$700
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Time is Money
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Much slower travel

Cost of time lost =      

In the thousands of  

dollars
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congestion
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increase in daily volume of traffic
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Interstate Bridge (I-5) & the Glenn Jackson Bridge (I-205)
Collected from 1961 to present

SOURCE: SW Washington Regional Transportation Council
http://www.rtc.wa.gov/data/traffic/bridges/daily.asp
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Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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I-5 & 
Marine Drive 
Interchange, 

Portland
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I-84 E
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Oregon 
exports 

80% 
of what it 

grows
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89



Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

90



Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

Port of Portland
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Terminal 6
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SOURCE
Oregon Trucking Association

Oregon Based Trucks Non-Oregon Based Trucks
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Portland 
Traffic 

12th

worst in 
U.S.
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it’s BetteR to 
plan ahead than 

to pick up the 
pieces
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seismic
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Oregon is 
overdue 

foR…
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The 

Cascadia
Event!
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SOURCE: Oregon Resilience Plan—Cascadia: Oregon’s Greatest Natural Threat, Feb. 2014

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Hypothetical 
depictions of 

the Cascadia Event 
in communities 

simiLaR to seasiDe…
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Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

“Staging Area”
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We must retrofit 
our bridges so that 

they do not 
completely fail when 
the earthquake hits
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Seismically Vulnerable 
Bridges in Oregon
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SOURCE: ODOT/OPB
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Let’s Look at who 
actually pays for 
easteRn oRegon’s 

roads
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And Another 
basic fact:

There are 

12,265.51 miles 
of roads in District 60
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Road Miles by County & Entity
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Population
Approx. 3.5 million

Population
Approx. 0.5 million
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Remember, 
50% of each state 

gas tax dollar 
goes to ODOT 

for use on 
state highways
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This means that at 
least ¾ of the cost 

of state highways in 
Eastern Oregon 
are paid for by 
western Oregon 

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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$

$

$

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Why should Urban Oregon care 
about rural state highways?

1. Public safety
2. Essential transportation corridors should Cascadia Event occur
3. Commerce
4. Efficient utilization of existing resources
5. Maintenance of existing infrastructure
6. Access to power generation facilities
7. Recreational access
8. Fire suppression access
9. Moving from Western Oregon to all points East
10. Access to massive publicly-owned areas of the state
11. Access to watersheds
12. Military preparedness
13. Access for search and rescue
14. Access to state-owned lands
15. Access for anyone wanting to go West, tourism

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Why should we 
give more 

money 
to ODOT?
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This way?
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Or This way?

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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So, Is ODOT 
Doing it’s joB?
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• Allegations of poor asphalt testing

• Allegations of too much debt

• Allegations of poor project management

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

Alleged Problems 
with ODOT:
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Because of these 
problems, The 

Legislature has 
commissioned a 

performance audit 
of odot

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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ODOT Audit
Scope of Work

• Contractor shall summarize opportunities for ODOT to 
improve its overall management practices, governance and 
decision-making structure, and program performance.

• Contractor shall identify activities that appear to have 
straight forward improvement opportunities and identify 
those (if any) that represent significant structural concerns.

• Where relevant, Contractor shall identify actions that would 
help ODOT adjust to future changes including new 
technologies, new institutions, and changes in available 
funds.”

Source:
DAS Scope of Work, ODOT Management Review, 2016
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SOURCE: ODOT 2015-17 LAB Agency Budget



Possible contents 
of a 

Transportation 
Package
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1. A long-term 
plan for transportation 

in Oregon
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2. Increase funding 
for Counties/Cities
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3. Improve statewide 
export opportunities

• Transportation Hub:

– Reliable alternative to trucks

– Perhaps less expensive

– Perhaps faster than trucks

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.
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Intermodal hubs are being discussed 
around the state:

a. Ontario/Nyssa

b. Hermiston

c. Lebanon

d. Coos Bay

e. Medford

f. Bend
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Example of Transportation Hub:

Railex Facility
Wallula, WA
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4. Reduce congestion
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5. Improve safety
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6. Fix bridges
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Inflation alone 
warrants an 

increase in funding 
for roads
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Inflation over 21 years
(1993-2014)

REBAR CONCRETE ASPHALT

55%
Increase
in cost

50%
Increase
in cost

65%
Increase
in cost

SOURCE: ODOT Transportation Funding Overview
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“When I started working for the 
Malheur County Road Department 
13 years ago, the cost of emulsified oil 
was $180/ton, today it costs 
$570/ton.”  (a 270% increase)

140

-Richard Moulton, Malheur County Roadmaster
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County Commissioners, 
City Councilors, 

city residents, farmers, 
and ranchers 

need to tell me if they 
want the legislature 

to raise (or not) 
their fuel taxes.

141
Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.



Is the 
future this:
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Or this:

144
Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.



Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted.

145



rep.cliffbentz@oregonlegislature.gov
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Disclaimer
The information contained in this 

presentation has been obtained 

from sources deemed reliable. 

However, figures and estimates may 

not be exact, and therefore, should 

be checked before being quoted.
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