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Why are we here? 

Because of the Following: 
• February Session minimum wage bills 

• This November, Ballot Measures 41 & 59 
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A Legislative Hearing on the 
Minimum Wage IS Scheduled 

for next week! 

Thursday, January 14th  

@ 6:00pm (PST) 

@ Oregon State Capitol Building 
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Nov. 2016 Ballot Measures  
Increasing Minimum Wage  

Initiative # Description: 

41 Raise Oregon's Minimum Wage to $15 per hour over three years 
Increases minimum wage: $11.50 in 2017; $13.25 in 2018; $15.00 in 
2019 

57 Raise the Wage Oregon 1 
Local governments may establish minimum wage higher than 
minimum established by state law 

58 Raise the Wage Oregon 2 
Increases Oregon's minimum wage; local governments may 
establish minimum wage higher than state minimum wage 

59 Raise the Wage Oregon 3 
Increases minimum wage: $11.00 in 2017; $12.25 in 2018; $13.50 in 
2019 

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted. 

SOURCE: http://egov.sos.state.or.us/elec/web_irr_search.main_search  
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This is how public 
employees are 
promoting this 
minimum wage 

increase 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 6 



 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 7 SOURCE: http://www.15nowpdx.org/  

http://www.15nowpdx.org/
http://www.15nowpdx.org/
http://www.15nowpdx.org/


 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 8 

SOURCE: http://www.15nowpdx.org/  

http://www.15nowpdx.org/
http://www.15nowpdx.org/
http://www.15nowpdx.org/


Whose paying for this? 
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Oregonians for 15  Initiative Petition Committee 

DATE DONATOR AMOUNT 

12/18/2015 Oregon School Employees Association $25,000 

10/09/2015 Laborers’ Local 483 $450 

08/01/2015 Linn Benton Lincoln Labor Council AFL-CIO $500 

06/26/2015 Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties Central Labor 
Council 

$3,000 

SOURCE: https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/sooDetail.do?sooRsn=77885  
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How is this money spent? 
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• Paying people to gather signatures (canvas) 

• Workers comp insurance for canvassers 

• Fundraising 

 

SOURCE: https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/sooDetail.do?sooRsn=77885  
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you can be heard too! 

• Email to Governor & Legislators 

• Facebook—to your friends 

• Phone Calls to Governor & Legislators 

• Letter to Governor & Legislators 

• Twitter 

• Instagram 
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People Who will decide if 
the minimum wage is to 

increase : 

• Oregon Governor Kate Brown 

• Members of 2016 Session Legislative 
Committee (hearing minimum wage bills) 

• Members of 2016 Legislature (who will vote 
on bills) 

• Oregon Voters (when they vote on Ballot 
Measures) 
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a statewide impact 
requires 

organization! 
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Organizations with power: 

1. County Court 
a. Encourage County Court to pass a resolution 

2. City Council 
a. Encourage City Council to pass a resolution 

3. Service Organizations (Kiwanis, Chamber of Commerce, 
Lions, Elks, etc) 

a. Encourage service organizations to write letters/emails 

4. Encourage Statewide Organizations to weigh in 
a. Association of Oregon Industries  (AOI) 
b. Farm Bureau 
c. Onion, Potato, & Wheat Growers 
d. Cattlemen 
e. Oregon Restaurant  & Lodging Association 

5. Your Friends (with emails, Facebook, letters, and phone 
calls) 
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Sources of  
contact information  
for decision makers: 

• Rep. Bentz’s Facebook Page 

• Handout—available here today 

• Take pictures of next 2 slides 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 15 



Email List 

• Governor 
– Email her assistant Stacy Hall, at: stacey.r.hall@oregon.gov   

• Legislators in Majority Party 
– https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/senate/Pages/SenatorsDemocrats.aspx  

– https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/house/Pages/RepresentativesDemocrats.a

spx  

• County Court 
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emaiL List continueD… 
Legislative Committee Members most likely to be involved: 

sen.michaeldembrow@state.or.us 

sen.saragelser@state.or.us  

sen.timknopp@state.or.us 

sen.dianerosenbaum@state.or.us  

sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us  

rep.paulholvey@state.or.us 

rep.gregbarreto@state.or.us 

rep.brentbarton@state.or.us  

rep.margaretdoherty@state.or.us 

rep.salesquivel@state.or.us  

rep.paulevans@state.or.us 

rep.shemiafagan@state.or.us 

rep.dallasheard@state.or.us 

rep.billkennemer@state.or.us 

rep.robnosse@state.or.us 

rep.jimweidner@state.or.us  
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Current Minimum Wages 
STATE 2016 MINIMUM WAGE 

Alaska $9.75 

Arizona $8.05 

California $10.00 

Idaho $7.25 

Montana $8.05 

Nevada $8.25 

Oregon $9.25 

Utah $7.25 

Washington $9.47 

Federal Rate $7.25 

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted. 

SOURCE: National Conference of State Legislatures 
http://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/state-minimum-wage-chart.aspx#1  
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Minimum wage in western states 
As of January 1, 2016 

$9.75 

$9.47 

$9.25 

$10.00 
$8.25 

$7.25 

$8.05 

$8.05 

$7.25 

Federal  minimum wage = $7.25 
SOURCE: National Conference of State Legislatures 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/state-minimum-wage-chart.aspx#1  

Slide prepared by Rep. Bentz’s office—calculations & estimates should be verified before being quoted. 
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How many workers 
are paid minimum 

wage? 
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Baker County 

Population 16,059 

Number of people in County making  $9.25 or less 420 

Number of people in County making $13.50 or less 2,180 

Number of people in County making $15.00 or less 2,561 

Total number of people in the Workforce 6,671 

Unemployment Rate 7.5% 
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SOURCES: 
Oregon Employment Department, Unemployment Insurance Wage Records 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Oregon Employment Department, Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate, Oct. 2015 
Oregon Employment Department, Labor Force Data, Oct. 2015 



Malheur County 
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Population 30,359 

Number of people in County making  $9.25 or less 1,454 

Number of people in County making $13.50 or less 5,972 

Number of people in County making $15.00 or less 6,816 

Total number of people in the Workforce 11,985 

Unemployment Rate 6.8% 

SOURCES: 
Oregon Employment Department, Unemployment Insurance Wage Records 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Oregon Employment Department, Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate, Oct. 2015 
Oregon Employment Department, Labor Force Data, Oct. 2015 



Grant County 
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Population 7,180 

Number of people in County making  $9.25 or less 179 

Number of people in County making $13.50 or less 794 

Number of people in County making $15.00 or less 978 

Total number of people in the Workforce 3,085 

Unemployment Rate 8.8% 

SOURCES: 
Oregon Employment Department, Unemployment Insurance Wage Records 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Oregon Employment Department, Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate, Oct. 2015 
Oregon Employment Department, Labor Force Data, Oct. 2015 



Harney County 
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Population 7,126 

Number of people in County making  $9.25 or less 214 

Number of people in County making $13.50 or less 916 

Number of people in County making $15.00 or less 1,081 

Total number of people in the Workforce 3,310 

Unemployment Rate 7.4% 

SOURCES: 
Oregon Employment Department, Unemployment Insurance Wage Records 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Oregon Employment Department, Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate, Oct. 2015 
Oregon Employment Department, Labor Force Data, Oct. 2015 



Lake County 
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Population 7,838 

Number of people in County making  $9.25 or less 151 

Number of people in County making $13.50 or less 900 

Number of people in County making $15.00 or less 1,089 

Total number of people in the Workforce 3,405 

Unemployment Rate 7.6% 

SOURCES: 
Oregon Employment Department, Unemployment Insurance Wage Records 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Oregon Employment Department, Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate, Oct. 2015 
Oregon Employment Department, Labor Force Data, Oct. 2015 



Idaho 
Comparison 
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Payette County, ID 
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Population 22,836 

Number of people in County making  $7.25 or less Not available 

Total number of people in the Workforce 11,123 

Unemployment Rate 4.6% 

SOURCES: 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Idaho Dept. of Labor, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, October 2015 Preliminary 



Washington County, ID 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 33 

Population 10,021 

Number of people in County making  $7.25 or less Not available 

Total number of people in the Workforce 4,548 

Unemployment Rate 5.1% 

SOURCES: 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Idaho Dept. of Labor, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, October 2015 Preliminary 



Canyon County, ID 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 34 

Population 203,143 

Number of people in County making  $7.25 or less Not available 

Total number of people in the Workforce 90,715 

Unemployment Rate 4.6% 

SOURCES: 
U.S. Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2014 Population Estimates by County 
Idaho Dept. of Labor, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, October 2015 Preliminary 



Comparing Idaho and Oregon 
unemployment rates 

           Idaho 

• Payette—4.6% 

• Washington—5.1% 

• Canyon—4.6% 

Oregon 

• Malheur—6.8% 

• Baker—7.5%  

• Grant—8.8% 

• Harney—7.4% 

• Lake—7.6% 
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As of October 2015 



justifications 
commonly given for 

an increase in 
Minimum Wage 
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“no one who woRks  
shouLD Live in poveRty” 
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-statement maDe By “15 Now pDX” 
(union supported, pro Initiative Petition 41)   



“income  
inequaLity” 

is often referenced as a 
reason for a higher 

minimum wage 
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CEO Pay—1965  
20 x pay of average worker 

 

CEO Pay-2012 
273 x pay of average worker 
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SOURCE: 

Foreign Affairs Magazine, Jan/Feb 2016 Issue 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-12-14/inequality-and-modernization  
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“concentRation of 
weaLth” 

is often referenced as a 
reason for a higher 

minimum wage 
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Some Say  
Wages Have 

Failed to keep up 
with productivity 
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http://media.fyre.co/HGumXBunRZqQrbnmLPBs_productivity_wages.jpg 
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Others say  
wages, when  benefits 

are included,  
have kept up with 

productivity 
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Reasons Given NOT 
to raise minimum 
wage in Oregon 
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Source: http://www.nber.org/papers/w21830   

https://t.co/bin0GRkpP1
https://t.co/bin0GRkpP1


impacts DAMAGING TO Oregon 

1. Loss of jobs 

2. Stacks another cost on top of mandatory paid sick leave 

3. Favors big business over small business 

4. Loss of appeal to businesses considering locating in 
Oregon 

5. Damaging/unfair to rural areas and small towns 

6. Accelerates the move to mechanization 

7. Destroys those Oregon’s communities that border Idaho 

8. Restaurants moving from tips to gratuity 

9. Makes it difficult to increase pay of people who work 
harder 
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Should  
minimum wage 

decisions  
take into account 

geography? 

Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 50 



Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 51 

http://taxfoundation.org/sites/taxfoundation.org/files/$100 Map.png


If minimum wage 
was increased,  
How much more 
would a person 
actually make? 
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http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/how_much_more_would_single_mom.html  

January 2015 
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Should your senator and 
representative  

support a 3-region  
(Portland, Willamette Valley, Rural Oregon) 

approach to avoid  
the ballot measures? 
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The next 
legislative session 

begins in 25 days!  
 

55 Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 



Newsletter! 

Want to be better 
connected to 

what’s happening 
in Oregon’s 
Legislature? 

 

 

 

Sign up for Rep. Bentz’s email newsletter 
Just send your email address, name, and city of residence to: 

rep.cliffbentz@state.or.us   
Prepared by Rep. Cliff Bentz's Office 
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Thank You For Coming! 

……………… 
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Disclaimer 
The information contained in this 

presentation has been obtained from 

sources deemed reliable.  

 

However, figures and estimates may not 

be exact, and therefore, should be 

checked before being quoted. 
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