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2016 Ballot Measures (And Perhaps the February Legislature) May Raise Oregon’s Minimum Wage to as Much as 15.00 per Hour!!!
ONTARIO—Representative Cliff Bentz (R-Ontario) is holding town hall meetings in Malheur, Baker, Harney, Grant, and possibly Lake Counties (House Legislative District 60) so that Eastern Oregonians may share their thoughts about proposed increases in the minimum wage.
Oregon’s current minimum wage is $9.25 per hour and is adjusted on an annual basis. Several Measures currently being planned for the ballot in November of 2016 will propose increases in Oregon’s minimum wage to $13.50 per hour or $15.00 per hour. 
Said Rep. Bentz, “Increases in the minimum wage beyond those already required under Oregon law many times damage the very people those supporting the increase are trying to help. On the other hand, many people currently making the minimum wage would certainly like to make more.  It is essential that we hear from you.  This is your opportunity to say whether you support, or oppose, such an increase.”  
Each meeting will include a panel of local leaders interested in gathering information from the general public.

Town Hall meetings will be held on the following dates, times, and locations:

Baker County

Tuesday, January 5th, 2016

6:30-8:30 p.m. (PST)

At the Sunridge Inn (1 Sunridge Ln, Baker City)

Malheur County

Wednesday, January 6th, 2016 

6:30-8:30 p.m. (MST) 

At the Four Rivers Cultural Center (676 SW 5th Ave, Ontario)

Additional meetings are being planned for Burns, John Day and Lakeview.

Rep. Bentz encourages anyone interested or concerned with this issue to attend the town hall meeting in their area and voice their thoughts.  Summaries of what is said and the concerns raised will be directed to the Oregon Legislators working on a bill that will be introduced in the 2016 Legislative Session beginning in February.
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