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GENERAL PROVISIONS
173.005 Personnel policies for em-

ployees of statutory committees. (1) The
appointing authority for regular employees
of the Legislative Administration Committee,
Legislative Counsel Committee or any other
statutory committee or statutory office of the
Legislative Assembly holding regular posi-
tions in the same sense as those held by
regular employees of those statutory com-
mittees or offices, may adopt and follow pol-
icies in regard to working hours, leaves of
absence, vacations and sick and disability
leave for those employees consistent with the
State Personnel Relations Law and applica-
ble rules adopted pursuant thereto.

(2) The Legislative Administration Com-
mittee may adopt and follow policies in re-
gard to vacation and sick leave for regular
employees of the Legislative Assembly to
whom subsection (1) of this section does not
apply that are consistent with the provisions
of the State Personnel Relations Law and
applicable rules adopted pursuant thereto.

(3) Vacation and sick leave accrued by a
regular employee of a statutory committee
or office under subsection (1) of this section
and by a regular employee of the Legislative
Assembly under subsection (2) of this section
shall be credited to the employee by the state
agency in the executive or administrative
branch that employs the regular employee
immediately after that employee’s employ-
ment by a statutory committee or office or
by the Legislative Assembly. [1971 c.638 §15; 1979
c.468 §38; 1979 c.509 §1a]

173.007 Personnel policies applicable
to regular employees of Legislative As-
sembly. (1) If the Legislative Administration
Committee adopts policies under ORS 173.005
(2), it may give credit for vacation and sick
leave of regular employees of the Legislative
Assembly that accrued prior to October 3,
1979, if:

(a) The policies adopted and the method
of crediting the vacation and sick leave are
consistent with the provisions of the State
Personnel Relations Law and applicable rules
adopted pursuant thereto; and

(b) The regular employee has not been
compensated previously in any way for any
vacation or sick leave.

(2) If the Legislative Administration
Committee acts pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section, vacation and sick leave accrued
by a regular employee of the Legislative As-
sembly shall be credited as provided in ORS
173.005 (3) if a former regular employee is in
the employ of a state agency in the executive
or administrative branch. [1979 c.509 §§2,3]

173.010 [Amended by 1953 c.625 §4; repealed by 1953
c.492 §16]

173.015 [1953 c.625 §4; repealed by 1953 c.492 §16]
173.020 [Repealed by 1953 c.492 §16]

FISCAL AND REVENUE IMPACT
STATEMENTS

173.025 Preparation of fiscal impact
and revenue impact statements for legis-
lation affecting local governments. (1) The
Legislative Fiscal Officer, with the aid of the
Oregon Department of Administrative Ser-
vices, Legislative Revenue Officer, state
agencies and affected local governmental
units, including school districts, shall pre-
pare a fiscal impact statement on each
measure reported out of a committee of the
Legislative Assembly that could have an ef-
fect on expenditures of local governmental
units, including school districts.

(2) The Legislative Revenue Officer, with
aid of the Legislative Fiscal Officer, the De-
partment of Revenue, state agencies and af-
fected local governmental units, including
school districts, shall prepare a revenue im-
pact statement on each measure reported out
of a committee of the Legislative Assembly
that could have any effect on revenues of lo-
cal governmental units, including school dis-
tricts. [1977 c.414 §1; 1989 c.970 §2; 2007 c.828 §1]

173.029 Preparation of statements for
legislation creating new crime or in-
creasing period of incarceration. (1) For
any measure reported out of a committee of
the Legislative Assembly the effect of which
is to create a new crime or increase the pe-
riod of incarceration allowed or required for
an existing crime, the Legislative Fiscal Of-
ficer, with the aid of the Oregon Department
of Administrative Services, Legislative Re-
venue Officer, state agencies and affected lo-
cal governmental units, shall prepare a fiscal
impact statement describing the fiscal impact
that the measure would, if enacted, have on
the state as well as on local governmental
units.

(2) In particular and to the extent prac-
ticable, the Legislative Fiscal Officer shall
determine and describe in the statement the
following:

(a) The fiscal impact on state and local
law enforcement agencies, including an esti-
mate of the increase in anticipated number
of arrests annually;

(b) The fiscal impact on state and local
courts, including an estimate of the increase
in the anticipated number of trials annually;

(c) The fiscal impact on district attorney
offices, including an estimate of the increase
in the anticipated number of prosecutions
annually;

(d) The fiscal impact on public defense
resources, including an estimate of the in-
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crease in the anticipated number of cases
annually; and

(e) The fiscal impact on state and local
corrections resources, including resources
supporting parole and probation supervision,
and also including an estimate of the in-
crease in the anticipated number of bed-days
to be used annually at both the state and lo-
cal level as a result of the passage of the
measure. [1987 c.854 §2; 2001 c.962 §103; 2007 c.828
§2]

173.030 [Amended by 1953 c.625 §4; repealed by 1953
c.492 §16]

173.035 Submission of statements to
Legislative Assembly; committee referral
and review. The Legislative Fiscal Officer
and Legislative Revenue Officer shall submit
the statement prepared under ORS 173.025
or 173.029 to the Legislative Assembly at a
time set by the rules of the house where the
measure was introduced. The Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President
of the Senate shall refer the statement to the
committee to which the measure was re-
ferred. The committee shall review the
statement prepared under ORS 173.025 or
173.029 prior to reporting the measure out.
[1977 c.414 §2; 1987 c.854 §3]

173.040 [Repealed by 1953 c.492 §16]

173.045 Revision of statements. The
Legislative Fiscal Officer and Legislative Re-
venue Officer shall review and revise the
statement as measures are amended. [1977
c.414 §3]

173.050 [Amended by 1953 c.625 §4; repealed by 1953
c.492 §16]

173.051 Preparation of fiscal impact
statements for legislation increasing em-
ployer contributions under Public Em-
ployees Retirement System. The
Legislative Fiscal Officer, with the aid of the
Public Employees Retirement Board and
public employers providing benefits under
ORS chapter 238A, shall prepare a fiscal im-
pact statement on each measure reported out
of a committee of the Legislative Assembly
that would increase employer contributions
under ORS chapter 238A. If the Legislative
Fiscal Officer determines that a proposed
measure would result in an increase in the
total liability for benefits under ORS chapter
238A that is in excess of one-tenth of one
percent, the Legislative Fiscal Officer shall
promptly notify the Public Employees Re-
tirement Board. The board shall thereafter
promptly give notice of the proposed meas-
ure, and the fiscal impact of the proposed
measure as determined by the Legislative
Fiscal Officer, to all public employers pro-
viding benefits under ORS chapter 238A.
[2003 c.733 §45b; 2007 c.828 §3]

173.055 Contracts to provide fiscal
data. The Legislative Fiscal Officer and
Legislative Revenue Officer are authorized to
contract with other agencies or persons to
provide fiscal data necessary to carry out the
provisions of ORS 173.025 to 173.055. [1977
c.414 §4]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL COMMITTEE
173.110 [1953 c.492 §1; repealed by 1969 c.256 §1

(173.111 enacted in lieu of 173.110)]

173.111 Legislative Counsel Committee
and office of Legislative Counsel estab-
lished. The Legislative Counsel Committee
is established as a joint committee of the
Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Coun-
sel Committee shall select a Legislative
Counsel to serve as its executive officer. [1969
c.256 §2 (enacted in lieu of 173.110); 1971 c.638 §4; 1999
c.117 §1]

173.120 Legislative Counsel to be in
attendance upon legislative sessions. The
Legislative Counsel shall be in attendance
upon all sessions of the Legislative Assem-
bly. [1953 c.492 §2]

173.130 Performance of legislative ser-
vices; charges. (1) The Legislative Counsel
shall prepare or assist in the preparation of
legislative measures when requested to do so
by a member or committee of the Legislative
Assembly.

(2) Upon the written request of a state
agency, the Legislative Counsel may prepare
or assist in the preparation of legislative
measures that have been approved for prepa-
ration in writing by the Governor or the
Governor’s designated representative. The
Legislative Counsel may also prepare or as-
sist in the preparation of legislative mea-
sures that are requested in writing by the
Judicial Department, the Governor, the Sec-
retary of State, the State Treasurer, the At-
torney General or the Commissioner of the
Bureau of Labor and Industries. In accor-
dance with ORS 283.110, the Legislative
Counsel may charge the agency or officer for
the services performed.

(3) The Legislative Counsel shall give
such consideration to and service concerning
any measure or other legislative matter be-
fore the Legislative Assembly as is requested
by the House of Representatives, the Senate
or any committee of the Legislative Assem-
bly that has the measure or other matter
under consideration.

(4) The Legislative Counsel, pursuant to
the policies and directions of the Legislative
Counsel Committee and in conformity with
any applicable rules of the House of Repre-
sentatives or Senate, shall perform or cause
to be performed research service requested
by any member or committee of the Legisla-
tive Assembly in connection with the per-
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formance of legislative functions. Research
assignments made by joint or concurrent
resolution of the Legislative Assembly shall
be given priority over other research re-
quests received by the Legislative Counsel.
The research service to be performed in-
cludes the administrative services incident to
the accomplishment of the research requests
or assignments.

(5) The Legislative Counsel shall give an
opinion in writing upon any question of law
in which the Legislative Assembly or any
member or committee of the Legislative As-
sembly may have an interest when the Leg-
islative Assembly or any member or
committee of the Legislative Assembly re-
quests the opinion. Except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section and ORS
173.135, the Legislative Counsel shall not
give opinions or provide other legal services
to persons or agencies other than the Legis-
lative Assembly and members and commit-
tees of the Legislative Assembly.

(6) The Legislative Counsel may enter
into contracts to carry out the functions of
the Legislative Counsel. [1953 c.492 §3; 1959 c.295
§2; 1973 c.226 §1; 1979 c.237 §1; 1999 c.117 §2; 1999 c.207
§1; 2001 c.45 §2; 2001 c.104 §57; 2011 c.731 §7]

Note: The amendments to 173.130 by section 7,
chapter 731, Oregon Laws 2011, do not apply to the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction who was holding of-
fice on August 5, 2011. See section 26, chapter 731,
Oregon Laws 2011. The text that applies to the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction who was holding office
on August 5, 2011, is set forth for the user’s conven-
ience.

173.130. (1) The Legislative Counsel shall prepare
or assist in the preparation of legislative measures
when requested to do so by a member or committee of
the Legislative Assembly.

(2) Upon the written request of a state agency, the
Legislative Counsel may prepare or assist in the prepa-
ration of legislative measures that have been approved
for preparation in writing by the Governor or the
Governor’s designated representative. The Legislative
Counsel may also prepare or assist in the preparation
of legislative measures that are requested in writing by
the Judicial Department, the Governor, the Secretary
of State, the State Treasurer, the Attorney General, the
Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor and Industries or
the Superintendent of Public Instruction. In accordance
with ORS 283.110, the Legislative Counsel may charge
the agency or officer for the services performed.

(3) The Legislative Counsel shall give such consid-
eration to and service concerning any measure or other
legislative matter before the Legislative Assembly as is
requested by the House of Representatives, the Senate
or any committee of the Legislative Assembly that has
the measure or other matter under consideration.

(4) The Legislative Counsel, pursuant to the poli-
cies and directions of the Legislative Counsel Commit-
tee and in conformity with any applicable rules of the
House of Representatives or Senate, shall perform or
cause to be performed research service requested by any
member or committee of the Legislative Assembly in
connection with the performance of legislative func-
tions. Research assignments made by joint or concur-
rent resolution of the Legislative Assembly shall be
given priority over other research requests received by

the Legislative Counsel. The research service to be per-
formed includes the administrative services incident to
the accomplishment of the research requests or assign-
ments.

(5) The Legislative Counsel shall give an opinion
in writing upon any question of law in which the Leg-
islative Assembly or any member or committee of the
Legislative Assembly may have an interest when the
Legislative Assembly or any member or committee of
the Legislative Assembly requests the opinion. Except
as provided in subsection (2) of this section and ORS
173.135, the Legislative Counsel shall not give opinions
or provide other legal services to persons or agencies
other than the Legislative Assembly and members and
committees of the Legislative Assembly.

(6) The Legislative Counsel may enter into con-
tracts to carry out the functions of the Legislative
Counsel.

173.135 Participation in legal pro-
ceedings to protect legislative interests.
When deemed necessary or advisable to pro-
tect the official interests of the Legislative
Assembly, one or more legislative commit-
tees, or one or more members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, the Legislative Counsel
Committee may direct the Legislative Coun-
sel and the staff of the Legislative Counsel,
or may retain any member of the Oregon
State Bar, to appear in, commence, prosecute
or defend any action, suit, matter, cause or
proceeding in any court or agency of this
state or of the United States. Expenses and
costs incurred pursuant to this section may
be paid by the committee from any funds
available to the committee. [1961 c.167 §32; 2005
c.22 §119]

173.140 Preparation of initiative mea-
sures. The Legislative Counsel shall cooper-
ate with the proponents of an initiative
measure in its preparation when:

(1) Requested in writing so to do by 50
or more electors proposing the measure; and

(2) In the judgment of the committee
there is reasonable probability that the
measure will be submitted to the electors of
the state under the laws relating to the sub-
mission of initiative measures. [1953 c.492 §4]

173.150 [1953 c.492 §5; 1961 c.279 §1; repealed by 1981
c.517 §10 (171.275 enacted in lieu of 173.150)]

173.152 [Formerly 171.272; 1963 c.420 §1; 1965 c.372
§1; 1981 c.517 §21; renumbered 171.315]

173.155 [1959 c.295 §1; repealed by 1963 c.292 §1
(173.310 to 173.340 enacted in lieu of 173.155)]

173.160 Powers and duties of Legisla-
tive Counsel in preparing editions for
publication. In preparing editions of the
statutes for publication and distribution, the
Legislative Counsel shall not alter the sense,
meaning, effect or substance of any Act, but,
within such limitations, may:

(1) Renumber sections and parts of
sections of the Acts;

(2) Rearrange sections;
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(3) Change reference numbers to agree
with renumbered chapters, sections or other
parts;

(4) Delete references to repealed sections;
(5) Substitute the proper subsection, sec-

tion or chapter or other division numbers;
(6) Change capitalization and spelling for

the purpose of uniformity; and
(7) Correct manifest clerical, grammatical

or typographical errors. [1953 c.492 §6; 1999 c.117
§3; 2005 c.22 §120]

173.170 [1953 c.492 §7; 1961 c.167 §28; 1981 c.517 §22;
renumbered 171.285]

173.180 [1953 c.492 §8; 1981 c.517 §23; renumbered
171.295]

173.190 [1953 c.492 §9; 1961 c.167 §29; repealed by
1969 c.256 §3 (173.191 enacted in lieu of 173.190)]

173.191 Membership; term; vacancies;
advisory committees. (1) The Legislative
Counsel Committee shall consist of the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
President of the Senate, members of the
House appointed by the Speaker and mem-
bers of the Senate appointed by the Presi-
dent. The Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President of the
Senate may each designate from among the
members of the appropriate house an alter-
nate to exercise powers as a member of the
committee. The appointing authorities shall
appoint members of a new committee within
30 days after the date of the convening of
each odd-numbered year regular session of
the Legislative Assembly.

(2) The term of a member of the commit-
tee shall expire upon the date of the conven-
ing of the odd-numbered year regular session
of the Legislative Assembly next following
the member’s appointment. Vacancies occur-
ring in the membership of the committee
shall be filled by the appointing authority.

(3) The committee has a continuing ex-
istence and may meet, act and conduct its
business during the sessions of the Legisla-
tive Assembly or any recess thereof, and in
the interim period between sessions but the
committee has no authority to affect the
rules of either house.

(4) The Legislative Counsel Committee
may appoint advisory committees or subcom-
mittees. Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection, individuals other than members
of the Legislative Assembly may serve on
such advisory committees or subcommittees.
A member of such committee or subcommit-
tee who is not a member of the Legislative
Assembly shall be compensated and reim-
bursed in the manner provided in ORS
292.495. An advisory committee or subcom-
mittee appointed to assist the Legislative
Counsel Committee in review of state agency

rules may consist only of two or more mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly.

(5) The Legislative Counsel Committee
may not transact business unless a quorum
is present. A quorum consists of a majority
of committee members from the House of
Representatives and a majority of committee
members from the Senate.

(6) Action by the committee requires the
affirmative vote of a majority of committee
members from the House of Representatives
and a majority of committee members from
the Senate. [1969 c.256 §4 (enacted in lieu of 173.190);
1971 c.638 §5; 1975 c.136 §6; 1975 c.530 §4; 1977 c.344 §5;
1999 c.117 §4; 2001 c.45 §3; 2007 c.790 §4; 2011 c.545 §9]

173.196 [1975 c.136 §8; repealed by 1977 c.344 §7]

173.200 Selection of Legislative Coun-
sel. (1) The Legislative Counsel Committee
shall select the Legislative Counsel, who
shall serve at the pleasure of the committee.
The Legislative Counsel shall be a person
authorized to practice law in the highest
court of one of the states of the United
States.

(2) The Legislative Counsel Committee
shall fix the annual salary of the Legislative
Counsel. Subject to the limitations otherwise
provided by law for expenses of state officers,
the Legislative Counsel shall be reimbursed
for actual and necessary expenses incurred
or paid by the Legislative Counsel in the
performance of duties of the Legislative
Counsel. [1953 c.492 §10; 1999 c.117 §5]

173.210 Employment of staff. Subject
to the approval of the committee, the Legis-
lative Counsel may employ and fix the com-
pensation of such professional assistants and
clerical and other employees as the Legisla-
tive Counsel deems necessary for the effec-
tive conduct of the work under the charge
of the Legislative Counsel. [1953 c.492 §11; 1973
c.735 §8]

173.215 Effect of expiration of terms
of committee members. (1) The expiration
of the terms of members of the Legislative
Counsel Committee, as provided by ORS
173.191, does not affect the employment of
any individual filling a position previously
approved by the committee.

(2) After the convening of the Legislative
Assembly in an odd-numbered year regular
session and until the newly appointed Legis-
lative Counsel Committee provides other-
wise, the Legislative Counsel may employ
and fix the compensation of individuals the
Legislative Counsel considers necessary for
the effective conduct of the work supervised
or managed by the Legislative Counsel.

(3) Notwithstanding ORS 173.111 and
173.200, if a vacancy occurs in the position
of Legislative Counsel after the convening of
the Legislative Assembly in an odd-numbered
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year regular session and before the appoint-
ment of a Legislative Counsel Committee,
the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives may jointly
select a Legislative Counsel who has the
qualifications set forth in ORS 173.200. The
Legislative Counsel selected by the President
and the Speaker serves at their pleasure at
a salary jointly fixed by the President and
the Speaker that does not exceed the salary
last fixed by the committee. The President
and Speaker may act in lieu of the Legisla-
tive Counsel Committee under ORS 293.335
in designating the Legislative Counsel they
select to approve disbursements and in filing
the statement of designation. After appoint-
ment of a Legislative Counsel Committee,
the Legislative Counsel selected under this
subsection serves at the pleasure of the
committee and the committee may exercise
power and authority over the Legislative
Counsel as if the Legislative Counsel had
been selected by the committee. [1965 c.113 §1;
1967 c.5 §1; 1975 c.136 §10; 1999 c.117 §6; 2011 c.545 §10]

173.220 Location of Legislative
Counsel’s office. The permanent office of
the Legislative Counsel shall be in the State
Capitol, where the Legislative Counsel shall
be provided with suitable and sufficient of-
fices convenient to the chambers of the
House and Senate. [1953 c.492 §12]

173.230 Confidential nature of matters
handled by committee’s staff. (1) The Leg-
islative Counsel or any employee of the Leg-
islative Counsel Committee may not reveal
to any person not an employee of the com-
mittee the contents or nature of any matter
before the Legislative Counsel in the official
capacity of the Legislative Counsel, if the
person bringing the matter before the Legis-
lative Counsel or employee designates the
matter as confidential. Matters not desig-
nated as confidential may be revealed only
as prescribed by the rules of the committee.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, the Legislative Counsel may provide
a copy of a draft measure to the Legislative
Fiscal Officer and the Legislative Revenue
Officer.

(3) The provision by the Legislative
Counsel of a copy of a draft measure under
subsection (2) of this section is not a waiver
of privilege under ORS 40.225. [1953 c.492 §14;
1961 c.167 §30; 1999 c.117 §7; 2001 c.45 §4]

173.240 Committee’s staff prohibited
from influencing legislation. Neither the
Legislative Counsel nor any employee of the
committee shall oppose, urge or attempt to
influence legislation. [1953 c.492 §14]

173.250 [1953 c.492 §15; 1957 c.60 §1; subsection (4)
enacted as 1961 c.159 §2; 1969 c.256 §5; 1981 c.517 §24;
renumbered 171.305]

173.310 [1963 c.292 §2 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); 1969 c.314 §10; 1971 c.638 §7; 1977 c.186
§1; repealed by 1979 c.472 §2]

OREGON LAW COMMISSION
173.315 Oregon Law Commission es-

tablished; duties; membership; chairper-
son. (1) The Oregon Law Commission is
established to conduct a continuous substan-
tive law revision program as described in
ORS 173.338.

(2) The Oregon Law Commission has 15
members, as follows:

(a) A person appointed by the President
of the Senate who is a member of the Senate
at the time of appointment;

(b) A person appointed by the President
of the Senate who is a current or former
member of the Senate at the time of ap-
pointment;

(c) A person appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives who is a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives at the
time of appointment;

(d) A person appointed by the Speaker of
the House of the Representatives who is a
current or former member of the House of
Representatives at the time of appointment;

(e) The deans of Oregon’s accredited law
schools, or their designees;

(f) Three persons appointed by the Board
of Governors of the Oregon State Bar;

(g) The Attorney General, or the Attor-
ney General’s designee;

(h) The Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, or the Chief Justice’s designee;

(i) The Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals, or the Chief Judge’s designee;

(j) A person appointed by the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court who is a circuit
court judge, or a retired circuit court judge
who has been designated as a senior judge
under ORS 1.300, at the time of appointment;
and

(k) One person appointed by the Gover-
nor.

(3) The Attorney General, the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, the Chief Judge
of the Court of Appeals and the deans of
Oregon’s accredited law schools are ex
officio members of the commission and have
the same powers as appointed members.

(4)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b)
of this subsection, appointed members of the
commission serve four-year terms. Terms
commence on July 1 of even-numbered years.
Before the expiration of the four-year term,
the appointing authority shall appoint a suc-
cessor. A person who has served as a mem-
ber is eligible for reappointment.
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(b) A person appointed under subsection
(2)(a) of this section serves a term of four
years, or until the person ceases to be a
member of the Senate, whichever occurs
first. A person appointed under subsection
(2)(c) of this section serves a term of four
years, or until the person ceases to be a
member of the House of Representatives,
whichever occurs first.

(5) If there is a vacancy in the position
of an appointed member:

(a) The appointing authority shall ap-
point a person as soon as possible to serve
during the remainder of the unexpired term;
and

(b) The appointing authority may specify
that the person appointed to serve the re-
mainder of the unexpired term is also ap-
pointed to the next following full term.

(6) If a member of the commission is au-
thorized under subsection (2) of this section
to name a designee, a person named as a
designee has all of the powers and duties of
the member until the designation expires or
is revoked. The following persons may be
designated:

(a) A dean of one of Oregon’s accredited
law schools may designate a member of the
faculty of the law school.

(b) The Chief Justice may designate a
Supreme Court judge.

(c) The Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals may designate another judge of the
Court of Appeals.

(d) The Attorney General may designate
an assistant attorney general or the Deputy
Attorney General.

(7) The term of an appointed member of
the commission shall cease if the member
misses three consecutive meetings without
prior approval of the chairperson, and the
appointing authority for the position shall
appoint a person to fill the vacancy in the
manner provided by subsection (5) of this
section.

(8) The Oregon Law Commission shall
elect its chairperson and vice chairperson
from among the members with such powers
and duties as the commission shall deter-
mine.

(9) A majority of the members of the
commission constitutes a quorum for the
transaction of business. If a quorum is pres-
ent at a meeting, the commission may take
action by an affirmative vote by a majority
of the members of the commission who are
present.

(10) Members of the commission who are
members of the Legislative Assembly are en-
titled to compensation and expense re-

imbursement as provided in ORS 171.072.
[1981 c.813 §1; 1997 c.661 §1; 2009 c.114 §1; 2011 c.272 §14]

Note: Section 2, chapter 114, Oregon Laws 2009,
provides:

Sec. 2. (1) The member of the Oregon Law Com-
mission who is serving on the effective date of this 2009
Act [May 21, 2009] and who is a member of the Senate
shall be considered to have been appointed under ORS
173.315 (2)(a), as in effect on the effective date of this
2009 Act.

(2) The member of the Oregon Law Commission
who is serving on the effective date of this 2009 Act and
who is a member of the House of Representatives shall
be considered to have been appointed under ORS 173.315
(2)(c), as in effect on the effective date of this 2009 Act.

(3) Notwithstanding ORS 173.315 (2)(b), the person
who was appointed under ORS 173.315 (2)(a), as in effect
immediately before the effective date of this 2009 Act,
and who was not a current or former member of the
Senate at the time of the appointment, may continue to
serve as a member of the Oregon Law Commission and
be reappointed by the President of the Senate under
ORS 173.315 (2)(b) even though the person is not a cur-
rent or former member of the Senate at the time of re-
appointment. When the person described in this
subsection ceases membership with the commission, a
person shall be appointed with the qualifications speci-
fied in ORS 173.315 (2)(b), as in effect on the effective
date of this 2009 Act.

(4) Unless the term of the member is lengthened or
shortened by the Oregon Law Commission under sub-
section (5) of this section, the term of an appointed
member of the commission serving on the effective date
of this 2009 Act ends on June 30 of the year in which
the term of the member would otherwise have ended
under ORS 173.315 (3), as in effect immediately before
the effective date of this 2009 Act.

(5) Notwithstanding the two-year term of office
specified for members of the Oregon Law Commission
under ORS 173.315 (3), as in effect immediately before
the effective date of this 2009 Act, for the purpose of
staggering the terms of appointed members, the com-
mission may establish terms that are longer or shorter
than two years for the appointed members of the com-
mission who are serving on the effective date of this
2009 Act. The term established by the commission under
this subsection may not exceed four years and must end
on June 30 of the year specified by the commission.

(6) Notwithstanding the four-year term of office
specified for appointed members of the Oregon Law
Commission in ORS 173.315 (4), the commission may es-
tablish a term that is shorter than four years for the
first person appointed under ORS 173.315 (2)(j). The term
established under this subsection must end on June 30
of the year specified by the commission. [2009 c.114 §2]

173.320 [1963 c.292 §3 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); repealed by 1979 c.472 §2]

173.325 Compensation and expenses of
members. (1) A member of the Legislative
Assembly who serves as a member of the
Oregon Law Commission, or on any work
group established under ORS 173.352, may
receive actual and necessary travel and other
expenses under ORS 171.072 from funds ap-
propriated to the Legislative Assembly.

(2) A member of the Oregon Law Com-
mission who is not a member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly shall receive no compensation
for services as a member but, subject to any
other applicable law regulating travel and
other expenses for state officers, may receive

Title 17 Page 8 (2011 Edition)



LEGISLATIVE SERVICE AGENCIES 173.410

actual and necessary travel and other ex-
penses incurred in the performance of official
duties, providing funds are appropriated
therefor in the budget of the Legislative
Counsel Committee. [1981 c.813 §2; 1987 c.879 §3;
1997 c.661 §2; 2009 c.114 §3]

173.328 Commission meetings. The Or-
egon Law Commission shall meet regularly
pursuant to a schedule established by the
commission. The commission also shall meet
at other times and places specified by the
call of the chairperson or of a majority of the
members of the commission. [1997 c.661 §5; 2009
c.114 §4]

173.330 [1963 c.292 §4 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); repealed by 1979 c.472 §2]

173.335 Legislative Counsel assistance.
The Legislative Counsel shall assist the Ore-
gon Law Commission to carry out its func-
tions as provided by law and shall provide
necessary drafting services to the commis-
sion as legislative priorities permit. [1981 c.813
§§3,4; 1997 c.661 §6; 2009 c.114 §5]

173.338 Law revision program. (1) The
law revision program conducted by the Ore-
gon Law Commission may include, but is not
limited to:

(a) Review of the common law and stat-
utes of the state, and current judicial deci-
sions, for the purpose of discovering defects
and anachronisms in the law.

(b) Consideration of changes in the law
recommended by the American Law Insti-
tute, the National Conference of Commis-
sioners on Uniform State Laws, any bar
association or other learned bodies.

(c) Consideration of suggestions from
judges, justices, public officials, lawyers and
the public generally as to defects and anach-
ronisms in the law.

(d) Recommendation for changes in the
law that the commission considers necessary
to modify or eliminate antiquated and ineq-
uitable rules of law and to bring the law of
Oregon into harmony with modern condi-
tions.

(e) Recommendation for the express re-
peal of statutes repealed by implication or
held unconstitutional by state and federal
courts.

(2) The commission shall study any topic
that the Legislative Assembly, by law or
concurrent resolution, refers to the commis-
sion. [1997 c.661 §3; 2009 c.114 §6]

173.340 [1963 c.292 §5 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); repealed by 1979 c.472 §2]

173.342 Commission biennial report to
Legislative Assembly. The Oregon Law
Commission shall file a report at each odd-
numbered year regular session of the Legis-
lative Assembly that contains

recommendations for statutory and adminis-
trative changes and a calendar of topics se-
lected by the commission for study, including
a list of the studies in progress and a list of
topics intended for future consideration. [1997
c.661 §4; 2009 c.114 §7; 2011 c.545 §29]

173.345 Cooperation with bar associ-
ations or other associations. The Oregon
Law Commission may cooperate with any bar
association or other learned, professional or
scientific association, institution or founda-
tion in a manner suitable to fulfill the func-
tions of the commission. [1997 c.661 §7]

173.347 Appearance of commission
members or staff before Legislative As-
sembly. The Oregon Law Commission by its
members or its staff may appear before com-
mittees of the Legislative Assembly in an
advisory capacity, pursuant to the rules
thereof, to present testimony and evidence in
support of the commission’s recommen-
dations. [1997 c.661 §8]

173.350 [1965 c.397 §1; repealed by 1979 c.472 §2]

173.352 Work groups. (1) To aid and
advise the Oregon Law Commission in the
performance of its functions, the commission
may establish work groups. Work groups es-
tablished by the commission may be continu-
ing or temporary. The commission shall
determine the representation, membership,
terms and organization of work groups and
shall appoint work group members.

(2) Members of work groups established
by the commission are not entitled to com-
pensation, but in the discretion of the com-
mission may be reimbursed from funds
available to the commission for actual and
necessary travel and other expenses incurred
in the performance of their official duties.
[1997 c.661 §10; 2009 c.114 §8]

173.355 Solicitation and receipt of gifts
and grants. The Oregon Law Commission
may solicit and receive funds from grants
and gifts to assist and support its functions.
[1997 c.661 §9]

173.357 Disposition of moneys col-
lected or received by commission. All
moneys collected or received by the Oregon
Law Commission shall be paid into the Gen-
eral Fund of the State Treasury. Such mon-
eys are continuously appropriated for and
shall be used by the commission in carrying
out the purposes for which the funds are re-
ceived. [1997 c.661 §11]

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICER
173.410 Appointing authority for Leg-

islative Fiscal Officer; selection of officer.
(1) As used in this section, ORS 173.420 and
173.450, “appointing authority” means the
Joint Committee on Ways and Means during
a session of the Legislative Assembly and the

Title 17 Page 9 (2011 Edition)



173.420 STATE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT AND LAWS

Emergency Board during the interim be-
tween sessions of the Legislative Assembly.

(2) The appointing authority shall select
the Legislative Fiscal Officer who shall serve
at the pleasure of the appointing authority
and under its direction. [1959 c.70 §1; 1971 c.679
§1]

173.420 Duties of Legislative Fiscal
Officer. (1) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the appointing authority, the
Legislative Fiscal Officer shall:

(a) Ascertain facts and make recommen-
dations to the Legislative Assembly concern-
ing the Governor’s budget report.

(b) Ascertain facts concerning state ex-
penditures and make estimates concerning
state expenditures.

(c) Ascertain facts and make recommen-
dations concerning the fiscal implications of
the organization and functions of the state
and its agencies.

(d) Ascertain facts and make recommen-
dations on such other matters as may be
provided for by joint or concurrent resolu-
tion.

(e) Furnish such assistance in the per-
formance of their duties as is requested by
the House Revenue Committee, the Senate
Revenue Committee, the Legislative Revenue
Officer and other legislative standing and in-
terim committees and members of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

(2) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the appointing authority, the
Legislative Fiscal Officer may enter into
contracts to carry out the functions of the
Legislative Fiscal Officer. [1959 c.70 §2; 1971 c.679
§2; 1975 c.789 §7; 1999 c.207 §2; 2001 c.158 §1]

173.430 [1959 c.70 §11; 1961 c.167 §14; repealed by
1971 c.679 §7]

173.440 [1959 c.70 §§3,4,5; 1961 c.41 §1; 1961 c.167
§33a; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]

173.450 Employment of staff; compen-
sation and expenses of staff members. (1)
Subject to the approval of the appointing au-
thority, the Legislative Fiscal Officer may
employ and fix the compensation of such
professional assistants and clerical and other
employees as the Legislative Fiscal Officer
finds necessary for the effective conduct of
the work under the charge of the Legislative
Fiscal Officer.

(2) The appointing authority shall fix the
salary of the Legislative Fiscal Officer.

(3) Subject to the limitations otherwise
provided by law for expenses of state officers,
the Legislative Fiscal Officer and members
of the staff of the Legislative Fiscal Officer
shall be reimbursed for all actual and neces-
sary expenses incurred in performing their
duties. [1959 c.70 §§6,7,8; 1971 c.679 §3]

173.455 Maintaining confidentiality of
draft measures. The Legislative Fiscal Offi-
cer or any employee of the Legislative Fiscal
Officer may not reveal to any person not an
employee of the Legislative Fiscal Officer the
contents or nature of any confidential draft
measure provided to the Legislative Fiscal
Officer by the Legislative Counsel. [2001 c.45
§5]

173.460 [1965 c.113 §2; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]

OREGON STATE CAPITOL
FOUNDATION

 173.500 Establishment; members;
powers and duties. (1) There is established
within the legislative department the Oregon
State Capitol Foundation. The foundation
shall be composed of not fewer than nine and
not more than 25 voting members, who shall
each serve a term of four years. The Presi-
dent of the Senate shall appoint three voting
members from members of the Senate. The
Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall appoint three voting members from
members of the House of Representatives.
The Legislative Administration Committee
shall appoint the remaining voting members.
A member is eligible for reappointment. At
all times there shall be appointed to the
foundation an odd number of voting mem-
bers. The foundation may appoint honorary,
nonvoting members to the foundation.

(2) The Oregon State Capitol Foundation
shall:

(a) Advise the Legislative Administration
Committee on the terms and conditions of
contracts or agreements entered into under
ORS 276.002.

(b) Recommend to the committee reno-
vations, repairs and additions to the State
Capitol.

(c) Recommend to the committee exhibits
and events for the State Capitol.

(d) Deposit gifts, grants, donations and
moneys converted from gifts or donations of
other than money into separate trust ac-
counts reserved for the purposes of the gifts,
grants and donations.

(e) Develop, maintain and implement
plans to:

(A) Enhance and embellish the State
Capitol in keeping with the design and pur-
pose of the building and adjacent areas; and

(B) Preserve the history of activities of
state government that have occurred in the
State Capitol and of persons who have par-
ticipated in state government in the State
Capitol.

(f) Adopt rules to guide the foundation
and implement the foundation’s responsibil-
ities under this subsection and the
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foundation’s authority under subsections (3)
to (5) of this section.

(g) Consult with any advisory committees
the Legislative Administration Committee
may designate before the foundation makes
a recommendation required by this subsec-
tion.

(3) The Oregon State Capitol Foundation
may:

(a) Solicit and accept gifts, grants and
donations from public and private sources in
the name of the foundation.

(b) Under guidelines adopted by the Leg-
islative Administration Committee, expend
moneys from the Oregon State Capitol Foun-
dation Fund for the purposes set out in sub-
section (2) of this section, including but not
limited to the reasonable and necessary op-
erating expenses of the foundation.

(c) Convert gifts or donations other than
money into moneys.

(d) Become or create an organization un-
der section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code.

(4)(a) As used in this subsection, “com-
munity foundation” has the meaning given
that term in ORS 348.580.

(b) The Oregon State Capitol Foundation
may enter into agreements with a person,
including a community foundation in Oregon,
for the person to assume the management of
the moneys in the Oregon State Capitol
Foundation Fund. The Oregon State Capitol
Foundation may transfer to the person any
moneys in the fund.

(c) The Oregon State Capitol Foundation
shall include in any agreement entered into
under this subsection a requirement that:

(A) The person conduct a periodic inde-
pendent financial audit of the moneys trans-
ferred to the person.

(B) The person prepare an annual finan-
cial report according to generally accepted
accounting principles.

(C) The person submit an annual finan-
cial report to the Oregon State Capitol
Foundation, the Legislative Administration
Committee and the Oregon Investment
Council.

(d) If a provision of an agreement entered
into under this subsection would cause the
person to be out of compliance with a federal
law, the Oregon State Capitol Foundation
may waive the provision.

(5) The Oregon State Capitol Foundation
may, through the Legislative Administrator,
enter into contracts or agreements to imple-
ment the foundation’s responsibilities and
authority. ORS 279.835 to 279.855 and ORS
chapters 279A, 279B and 279C do not apply

to a contract or agreement entered into by
the foundation.

(6) The Oregon State Capitol Foundation
may take action under this section upon a
majority vote of a quorum of members. A
majority of the voting members of the foun-
dation constitutes a quorum for the transac-
tion of business.

(7) Notwithstanding ORS 171.072, mem-
bers of the foundation who are members of
the Legislative Assembly are not entitled to
mileage expenses or a per diem and serve as
volunteers on the foundation. [2001 c.118 §1; 2003
c.794 §197; 2011 c.272 §10]

173.510 [1965 c.581 §1; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.520 [1965 c.581 §2; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.530 [1965 c.581 §4; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.540 [1965 c.581 §§6, 10; 1969 c.314 §11; repealed

by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.550 [1965 c.581 §11; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.560 [1965 c.581 §12; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.570 [1965 c.581 §9; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.580 [1965 c.581 §7; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.590 [1965 c.581 §8; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]
173.600 [1965 c.581 §5; repealed by 1971 c.679 §7]

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
ADMINISTRATOR

173.610 Appointing authority for Na-
tural Resources Policy Administrator;
selection of administrator. (1) As used in
this section and ORS 173.620 and 173.630,
“appointing authority” means the President
and Minority Leader of the Senate and the
Speaker and Minority Leader of the House
of Representatives.

(2) The appointing authority shall select
the Natural Resources Policy Administrator
by unanimous agreement. The administrator
shall serve at the pleasure and under the di-
rection of the appointing authority. [1999
c.1048 §1]

173.620 Duties of Natural Resources
Policy Administrator. (1) Pursuant to the
policies and directions of the appointing au-
thority, the Natural Resources Policy Ad-
ministrator shall:

(a) Upon written request of a member or
committee of the Legislative Assembly, pre-
pare or assist in the preparation of studies
and reports and provide information and re-
search assistance on matters relating to the
natural resources of this state and to any
other relevant matters.

(b) Ascertain facts concerning the na-
tural resources of this state.

(c) Make recommendations to the Legis-
lative Assembly concerning the natural re-
sources policy of this state.

(d) Prepare analyses of the effect of all
natural resources measures before the Legis-
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lative Assembly and of all other measures
affecting the natural resources of this state.

(e) Assist in the preparation of measures
affecting the natural resources of this state.

(f) Perform such duties as may be di-
rected by joint or concurrent resolution of
the Legislative Assembly.

(g) Adopt rules relating to the sub-
mission, processing and priorities of requests.
Rules adopted under this paragraph shall be
in conformance with any applicable rules of
the House of Representatives or the Senate.

(h) Seek the advice and assistance of
political subdivisions of this state, govern-
mental agencies and any interested persons,
associations or organizations in the perform-
ance of the duties of the administrator.

(i) Provide information to the public
about legislative action concerning the na-
tural resources of this state.

(2) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the appointing authority, the Na-
tural Resources Policy Administrator may
enter into contracts to carry out the func-
tions of the Natural Resources Policy Ad-
ministrator. [1999 c.1048 §2; 2001 c.158 §2]

173.630 Employment of staff; compen-
sation and expenses of staff members. (1)
Subject to the approval of the appointing au-
thority, the Natural Resources Policy Ad-
ministrator may employ and fix the
compensation of such professional assistants
and clerical and other employees as the ad-
ministrator finds necessary for the effective
conduct of the work under the charge of the
administrator.

(2) The appointing authority shall fix the
salary of the administrator.

(3) Subject to the limitations otherwise
provided by law for expenses of state officers,
the administrator and members of the staff
of the administrator shall be reimbursed for
all actual and necessary expenses incurred in
performing their duties. [1999 c.1048 §3]

173.640 Confidential nature of matters
handled by administrator and staff; ad-
ministrator and staff prohibited from in-
fluencing legislation. (1) Neither the
Natural Resources Policy Administrator nor
an employee of the administrator may reveal
to a person not an employee of the adminis-
trator the contents or nature of a matter be-
fore the administrator in the official capacity
of the administrator, if the person who
brings the matter before the administrator
designates the matter as confidential.

(2) Neither the administrator nor an em-
ployee of the administrator may oppose, urge
or attempt to influence legislation. [1999 c.1048
§4]

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE

173.710 Legislative Administration
Committee and office of Legislative Ad-
ministrator established. The Legislative
Administration Committee hereby is estab-
lished as a joint committee of the Legislative
Assembly. The committee shall select a Leg-
islative Administrator who shall serve at the
pleasure of the committee and under its di-
rection. [1969 c.620 §1; 1971 c.638 §8]

173.720 Duties of Legislative Adminis-
trator. (1) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the Legislative Administration
Committee, the Legislative Administrator
shall:

(a) Coordinate administrative operations
of the Legislative Assembly in order to en-
sure efficient work flow.

(b) Develop standard formats for legisla-
tive manuals and interim committee reports.

(c) Review legislative organization, rules
and procedure in cooperation with the Leg-
islative Counsel with the intent of moderniz-
ing legislative operations.

(d) Conduct a continuing study of possi-
ble applications of technological changes and
improvements, such as data processing and
electronic equipment, to improve legislative
procedures, and when considered advisable,
make recommendations to adopt such appli-
cations.

(e) Arrange for and coordinate orien-
tation conferences for members of the Legis-
lative Assembly that shall include, but need
not be limited to, education about recycling
programs available in the State Capitol.

(f) Study and make recommendations on
legislative compensation and working condi-
tions.

(g) Control all space and facilities within
the State Capitol and such other space as is
assigned to the Legislative Assembly.

(h) Direct renovation and repair of the
State Capitol, renovation, repair and re-
placement of State Capitol fixtures and facil-
ities, and artistic and other aesthetic
improvements to the State Capitol and adja-
cent areas.

(i) Exercise continuing supervision, coor-
dination and support of clerical and adminis-
trative services to legislative interim
committees, including consideration of ade-
quacy of staff and administrative services for
such committees.

(j) Perform administrative service func-
tions for the Legislative Assembly, including
but not limited to accounting, data process-
ing, personnel administration, printing, sup-
ply, space allocation and property
management.
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(k) Provide research facilities and ser-
vices to members of the Legislative Assembly
and committees thereof.

(L) Arrange for the printing and distrib-
ution of legislative manuals and interim
committee reports.

(m) Establish fee schedules for legislative
measures, calendars, indexes and digests.

(n) Coordinate the use of legislative sup-
plies, materials, equipment and other prop-
erty by legislative interim committees and by
standing committees of the Legislative As-
sembly.

(2) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the Legislative Administration
Committee, the Legislative Administrator
may enter into contracts to carry out the
functions of the Legislative Administrator.
[1969 c.620 §3; 1971 c.638 §9; 1977 c.121 §2; 1997 c.552 §28;
1997 c.817 §1; 1999 c.207 §3; 2001 c.158 §3]

173.730 Committee membership; sta-
tus; term; chairperson. (1) The Legislative
Administration Committee shall consist of
the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
the President of the Senate, members of the
House appointed by the Speaker and mem-
bers of the Senate appointed by the Presi-
dent. The Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President of the
Senate may each designate an alternate from
time to time from among the members of the
house over which that person presides to ex-
ercise the powers, except as cochairperson,
as a member of the committee. No more than
three House members of the committee shall
be of the same political party. No more than
three Senate members of the committee shall
be of the same political party.

(2) The committee has a continuing ex-
istence and may meet, act and conduct its
business during sessions of the Legislative
Assembly or any recess thereof, and in the
interim period between sessions.

(3) The term of a member shall expire
upon the date of the convening of the odd-
numbered year regular session of the Legis-
lative Assembly next following the
commencement of the member’s term. When
a vacancy occurs in the membership of the
committee in the interim between odd-
numbered year regular sessions, until such
vacancy is filled, the membership of the
committee shall be deemed not to include the
vacant position for the purpose of determin-
ing whether a quorum is present and a quo-
rum is a majority of the remaining members.

(4) The presiding officers shall act as co-
chairpersons and may alternate at succeed-
ing meetings as presiding chairperson of the
committee and vice chairperson thereof. The
cochairpersons, jointly or singly, may, in ad-

dition to other acts authorized, approve
voucher claims.

(5) The committee may not transact
business unless a quorum is present. A quo-
rum consists of a majority of committee
members from the House of Representatives
and a majority of committee members from
the Senate.

(6) Action by the committee requires the
affirmative vote of a majority of committee
members from the House of Representatives
and a majority of committee members from
the Senate. [1969 c.620 §2; 1971 c.638 §10; 1975 c.530
§5; 1977 c.121 §3; 2007 c.790 §5; 2011 c.545 §11]

173.740 Employment of staff; compen-
sation and expenses of staff; staff pro-
hibited from influencing legislation. (1)
Subject to the approval of the Legislative
Administration Committee, the Legislative
Administrator may employ and fix the com-
pensation of such assistants and clerks as
the Legislative Administrator finds necessary
for the effective conduct of the work under
the charge of the Legislative Administrator.

(2) The Legislative Administration Com-
mittee shall fix the annual salary of the
Legislative Administrator.

(3) Neither the Legislative Administrator
nor any employee of the committee shall op-
pose, urge or attempt to influence any meas-
ure pending before the Legislative Assembly.

(4) Subject to the limitations otherwise
provided by law for the expenses of state of-
ficers, the Legislative Administrator and
members of the staff of the Legislative Ad-
ministrator shall be reimbursed for all actual
and necessary expenses incurred in perform-
ing their duties. [1969 c.620 §4]

173.750 Effect of expiration of terms
of committee members. The expiration of
the terms of members of the Legislative Ad-
ministration Committee upon the convening
of the Legislative Assembly in the odd-
numbered year regular session next following
the commencement of their terms, as pro-
vided in ORS 173.730, does not affect the
employment of any individual filling a posi-
tion previously approved by the committee.
After the convening of the odd-numbered
year regular session of the Legislative As-
sembly and until such time as the newly ap-
pointed committee provides otherwise, the
Legislative Administrator may employ and
fix the compensation of individuals the Leg-
islative Administrator deems necessary for
the effective conduct of the work under the
charge of the Legislative Administrator. [1969
c.620 §5; 2011 c.545 §12]

173.760 Advisory committees; com-
pensation and expenses. (1) The Legislative
Administration Committee from time to time
may appoint such advisory committees con-
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sisting of members of the Legislative Assem-
bly and others as are necessary to assist the
committee in carrying out its functions as
provided by law.

(2) A member of an advisory committee
who is a member of the Legislative Assembly
shall be entitled to receive the per diem
specified in ORS 171.072 from funds appro-
priated to the Legislative Assembly for each
day of performance of duties as an advisory
committee member. Other members are enti-
tled to compensation and expenses as pro-
vided in ORS 292.495. Expenses incurred
under this section are payable from funds
appropriated or otherwise available to the
Legislative Administration Committee. [1977
c.121 §4; 1987 c.879 §4]

173.763 Electronic distribution of in-
formation; no fee for distribution; reser-
vation of copyright and other proprietary
interest. (1)(a) The Legislative Administra-
tion Committee in conjunction with the Leg-
islative Counsel Committee shall, with the
advice of the President of the Senate,
through the Secretary of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
through the Chief Clerk of the House of
Representatives, make all of the following
information available to the public and
members of the Legislative Assembly in
electronic form:

(A) The legislative calendar, the schedule
of legislative committee hearings, a list of
matters pending on the floors of both houses
of the Legislative Assembly and a list of the
committees of the Legislative Assembly and
their members.

(B) The text of each bill introduced in
each current legislative session, including
each amended and enrolled form of the bill.

(C) The bill history of each bill intro-
duced and amended in each current legisla-
tive session.

(D) The bill status of each bill introduced
and amended in each current legislative ses-
sion.

(E) All vote information concerning each
bill in each current legislative session.

(F) Any veto message concerning a bill
in each current legislative session.

(G) The Oregon Constitution.
(H) All Oregon Laws enacted on and af-

ter September 9, 1995.
(I) The Constitution of the United States.
(b) The Legislative Administration Com-

mittee, in its discretion, may make available
in electronic form to the public and members
of the Legislative Assembly staff measure
summaries for each bill in a current legisla-
tive session.

(2)(a) The information identified in sub-
section (1) of this section shall be made
available to the public through the largest
nonproprietary, nonprofit cooperative public
computer network. The information shall be
made available in one or more formats and
by one or more means in order to provide the
general public in this state with the greatest
feasible access. Any person who accesses the
information may access all or any part of the
information. The information may also be
made available by any other means that
would facilitate public access to the infor-
mation.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c)
of this subsection, the Legislative Adminis-
tration Committee shall determine the most
cost-effective formats and procedures for the
timely release of the information in elec-
tronic form.

(c) Pursuant to ORS 171.275, the Legisla-
tive Counsel Committee, in its discretion,
may authorize the release of the text of Ore-
gon Revised Statutes in electronic form.

(3) Any documentation that describes the
electronic digital formats of the information
identified in subsection (1) of this section and
is available to the public shall be made
available through the computer network
specified in subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Personal information concerning a
person who accesses the information identi-
fied in subsection (1) of this section may be
maintained only for the purpose of providing
service to the person.

(5) No fee or other charge may be im-
posed by the Legislative Administration
Committee as a condition of accessing the
information identified in subsection (1) of
this section through the computer network
specified in subsection (2) of this section.

(6) No action taken pursuant to this sec-
tion shall be deemed to alter or relinquish
any copyright or other proprietary interest
or entitlement of the State of Oregon relative
to any of the information made available
pursuant to subsection (1) or (2)(c) of this
section. [1995 c.614 §3; 2001 c.45 §7]

173.766 Electronic mail address;
website. (1) The Legislative Administration
Committee shall make available to each
member of the Legislative Assembly an elec-
tronic mail address accessible by Oregonians
through the largest nonproprietary, nonprofit
cooperative public computer network.

(2) All state agencies shall cooperate
with the Legislative Administration Commit-
tee in the implementation of subsection (1)
of this section and ORS 171.795, 173.763 and
183.365.

(3) If the Legislative Administration
Committee makes available to each member
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of the Legislative Assembly a webpage on the
website of the Legislative Assembly, em-
ployees of the committee shall post material
on a member’s webpage or install or main-
tain links from the member’s webpage to
other websites in the manner directed by the
member. If the posting of material or instal-
lation or maintenance of a link results in a
violation of law:

(a) The member who directed the posting
of material or installation or maintenance of
the link is liable for the violation; and

(b) An employee of the committee who
posts the material or installs or maintains
the link at the direction of a member is not
liable for the violation.

(4) Subsection (3) of this section does not
authorize the posting of material or the in-
stallation or maintenance of any link that is
prohibited by any other law. [1995 c.614 §4; 2007
c.775 §1]

173.770 Rules regarding fees for ser-
vices and obtaining copyrights and pat-
ents. (1) The Legislative Administration
Committee may adopt rules to carry out its
duties under statute or legislative rules or
directives, including setting and collecting
fees for facilities and services and obtaining
copyrights and patents on copyrightable or
patentable materials developed, published or
produced by committee staff.

(2) Rules adopted under authority of this
section are not rules within the meaning of
ORS chapter 183 and are not subject to re-
view under ORS 183.710 to 183.725. However,
the Legislative Administration Committee
shall give reasonable notice of its intent to
adopt rules and conduct a hearing open to
the public before adopting any rule.

(3) As used in this section, “rule” means
any directive, standard or statement of gen-
eral application that implements or inter-
prets the duties of the Legislative
Administration Committee and includes
amendment or repeal of a prior rule but does
not include internal management directives
or statements relating to committee business
between committee members or between
committee members and committee staff or
between committee staff. [1979 c.740 §2]

173.780 Sale or lease of data process-
ing programs, materials and information.
Subject to the approval of the Legislative
Administration Committee, the Legislative
Administrator may cause to be sold, leased
or otherwise made available data processing
programs, information or materials developed
by committee staff to any agency or legisla-
tive body of any state or the federal govern-
ment under such terms and conditions as

may be agreed to by the committee and the
agencies. Moneys collected under this sec-
tion shall be credited to the General Fund
and are available for general governmental
purposes. [1979 c.740 §1; 2005 c.22 §121]

173.785 Capitol gift shop; bidding; use
of profits. (1) The Legislative Administra-
tion Committee directly or by contract may
establish a gift shop in the Capitol to provide
for the retail sale of Oregon products ap-
proved for sale by the committee. Wholesale
purchase of such products is not subject to
competitive bidding.

(2) All net profits from sales described in
subsection (1) of this section shall be applied
to exceptional and otherwise unbudgeted
maintenance expenses and other expenses
incurred for enhancement and restoration of
the Capitol and are continuously appropri-
ated therefor. [1983 c.444 §5]

173.790 Stores Revolving Account;
Property and Supplies Stores Account. (1)
There is established for the Legislative Ad-
ministration Committee a Stores Revolving
Account. The committee may pay for rent,
staff, stocks of supplies, materials, equipment
and fixtures used under ORS 173.785 from
the Stores Revolving Account for the pur-
pose of supplying current requirements, the
cost of which shall be reimbursed to the re-
volving account through receipts on the ba-
sis of sales. The moneys in the Stores
Revolving Account are appropriated contin-
uously to the committee for the purposes of
this subsection.

(2) Quarterly any amount in the Stores
Revolving Account in excess of $30,000 shall
be transferred and credited to the State Cap-
itol Operating Account established under
ORS 276.003, to be accounted for separately
and to be used as provided in ORS 173.785
(2). The use shall be considered to be an op-
erating and maintenance expense of the
State Capitol.

(3) There is established for the Legisla-
tive Administration Committee a Property
and Supplies Stores Account. The committee
may pay for rent, staff, stocks of supplies,
materials, equipment and fixtures used to
provide supplies for resale to tenants of the
State Capitol from the Property and Supplies
Stores Account for the purpose of supplying
current requirements, the cost of which shall
be reimbursed to the account through re-
ceipts on the basis of sales. The moneys in
the Property and Supplies Stores Account
are appropriated continuously to the com-
mittee for the purposes of this subsection.
[1983 c.444 §6; 1987 c.704 §1; 2003 c.734 §22]

173.795 [1993 c.433 §3a; repealed by 2003 c.734 §25]

Title 17 Page 15 (2011 Edition)



173.800 STATE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT AND LAWS

LEGISLATIVE REVENUE OFFICER
173.800 Appointing authority for Leg-

islative Revenue Officer; selection of offi-
cer. (1) As used in ORS 173.800 to 173.850,
during the interim between sessions of the
Legislative Assembly, “appointing authority”
means the Interim Committee on Revenue if
created, or, if no Interim Committee on Re-
venue is created, means the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President
of the Senate. During a session of the Legis-
lative Assembly, “appointing authority”
means the House Revenue Committee and
the Senate Revenue Committee.

(2) The appointing authority, with the
approval of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President of the
Senate, shall select a Legislative Revenue
Officer who shall serve at the pleasure of the
appointing authority and under its direction.
[1975 c.789 §1]

173.810 Employment of staff; compen-
sation and expenses. (1) Subject to the ap-
proval of the appointing authority, the
Legislative Revenue Officer may employ and
fix the compensation of such professional as-
sistants and clerical and other employees as
the Legislative Revenue Officer finds neces-
sary for the effective conduct of the work
under the charge of the Legislative Revenue
Officer.

(2) The appointing authority shall fix the
salary of the Legislative Revenue Officer.

(3) Subject to the limitations otherwise
provided by law for expenses of state officers,
the Legislative Revenue Officer and members
of the staff of the Legislative Revenue Offi-
cer shall be reimbursed for all actual and
necessary expenses incurred in performing
their duties. [1975 c.789 §2]

173.820 Duties and powers. (1) Pursuant
to the policies and directions of the appoint-
ing authority, the Legislative Revenue Offi-
cer shall:

(a) Upon written request of a member of
the Legislative Assembly or any committee
thereof, prepare or assist in the preparation
of studies and reports and provide informa-
tion and research assistance on matters re-
lating to taxation and to the revenue of this
state and to any other relevant matters.

(b) Ascertain facts concerning revenues
and make estimates concerning state reven-
ues.

(c) Ascertain facts and make recommen-
dations to the Legislative Assembly concern-
ing the Governor’s tax expenditure report.

(d) Prepare analyses of and recommen-
dations on the fiscal impact of all revenue
measures reported out of committees of the
Legislative Assembly and of all other mea-

sures reported out of committees of the Leg-
islative Assembly that affect the revenue of
this state.

(e) Perform such duties as may be di-
rected by joint or concurrent resolution of
the Legislative Assembly.

(f) Adopt rules relating to the submission,
processing and priorities of requests. Rules
adopted under this paragraph shall be in
conformance with any applicable rule of the
House of Representatives or the Senate. Re-
quests made by joint or concurrent resolu-
tion of the Legislative Assembly shall be
given priority over other requests received
or initiated by the Legislative Revenue Offi-
cer. Rules adopted under this paragraph shall
be reviewed and approved by the appointing
authority prior to their adoption.

(g) Seek the advice and assistance of
political subdivisions of this state, govern-
mental agencies and any interested persons,
associations or organizations in the perform-
ance of the duties of the Legislative Revenue
Officer.

(h) Perform such other duties as may be
prescribed by law.

(2) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the appointing authority, the
Legislative Revenue Officer may enter into
contracts to carry out the functions of the
Legislative Revenue Officer. [1975 c.789 §3; 1995
c.746 §72; 1999 c.207 §4; 2001 c.158 §4; 2007 c.828 §4]

173.830 Authority to accept and ex-
pend funds; disposition of moneys re-
ceived. (1) The Legislative Revenue Officer
may accept, receive, receipt for, disburse and
expend federal moneys and other moneys,
public or private, for the accomplishment of
the purposes of ORS 173.800 to 173.850.

(2) All federal moneys accepted under
this section shall be accepted and transferred
or expended by the Legislative Revenue Offi-
cer upon such terms and conditions as are
prescribed by the United States.

(3) All other moneys accepted under this
section shall be accepted and transferred or
expended by the Legislative Revenue Officer
upon such terms and conditions as are pre-
scribed by law.

(4) All moneys received by the Legisla-
tive Revenue Officer pursuant to this section
shall be deposited in the State Treasury and,
unless otherwise prescribed by the authority
from which such moneys were received, shall
be kept in separate funds designated accord-
ing to the purposes for which the moneys
were made available, and held by the state
in trust for such purposes. All such moneys
are continuously appropriated to the Legisla-
tive Revenue Officer for the purposes for
which they were made available, to be dis-
bursed or expended in accordance with the
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terms and conditions upon which they were
made available. [1975 c.789 §4]

173.840 Designation as applicant for
certain federal programs. The Legislative
Revenue Officer is designated as the eligible
applicant for the State of Oregon for the
purposes of section 842 of the Education
Amendments of 1974 (Pub. L. 93-380). [1975
c.789 §4a]

173.850 Department of Revenue to
provide assistance; status of reports and
information. (1) Subject to subsection (2) of
this section, when requested to do so, the
Department of Revenue shall:

(a) Advise and assist the Legislative Re-
venue Officer, staff and employees with re-
spect to the duties imposed upon the
Legislative Revenue Officer by ORS 173.800
to 173.850 or any resolution of the Legisla-
tive Assembly;

(b) Disclose and give access to the Legis-
lative Revenue Officer, staff and employees
of the Legislative Revenue Officer, to tax and
revenue information, including the informa-
tion described in ORS 308.290 and 314.835,
and other information the Legislative Re-
venue Officer considers necessary and appro-
priate to the efficient performance of duties
under ORS 173.800 to 173.850 or any resolu-
tion of the Legislative Assembly; and

(c) Assist in the compilation, assimilation
and integration of such information.

(2)(a) The department shall disclose and
give access to the Legislative Revenue Offi-
cer or any authorized representatives to the
information described in ORS 314.835 only if
the request for the information is made in
writing, specifies the purposes for which the
request is made or information required and
is signed by the Legislative Revenue Officer

or an authorized representative. The form
for request for information made under this
paragraph shall be prescribed by the Legisla-
tive Revenue Officer and approved by the
Director of the Department of Revenue.

(b) The department shall keep on file the
request for information made pursuant to
this subsection. The requests constitute a
public record within the meaning of ORS
192.410 to 192.505. ORS 314.835 and 314.840
(3) relating to the confidentiality of tax in-
formation apply to the Legislative Revenue
Officer, authorized representatives, staff and
employees of the Legislative Revenue Officer.

(c) As used in this subsection, “author-
ized representative” means a person who, af-
ter consultation with the Director of the
Department of Revenue, the Legislative Re-
venue Officer has certified as an authorized
representative. A copy of the certificate shall
be filed with the department.

(3) Reports, estimates and analyses of the
Legislative Revenue Officer based upon the
information described in ORS 308.290 and
314.835 obtained under this section shall be
classified in such a manner as to prevent the
identification of particular reports and re-
turns and the items thereof. [1975 c.789 §5; 1985
c.565 §18]

173.855 Maintaining confidentiality of
draft measures. The Legislative Revenue
Officer or any employee of the Legislative
Revenue Officer may not reveal to any per-
son not an employee of the Legislative Re-
venue Officer the contents or nature of any
confidential draft measure provided to the
Legislative Revenue Officer by the Legisla-
tive Counsel. [2001 c.45 §6]

173.860 [1979 c.783 §4; repealed by 1981 c.704 §1]
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