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PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 756.026

GENERAL PROVISIONS
756.010 Definitions. As used in ORS

chapters 756, 757, 758 and 759, except as
otherwise specifically provided or unless the
context requires otherwise:

(1) “Commission” means the Public Util-
ity Commission of Oregon.

(2) “Commissioner” means a member of
the Public Utility Commission of Oregon.

(3) “Customer” includes the patrons, pas-
sengers, shippers, subscribers, users of the
service and consumers of the product of a
public utility or telecommunications utility.

(4) “Municipality” means any city, mu-
nicipal corporation or quasi-municipal corpo-
ration.

(5) “Person” includes individuals, joint
ventures, partnerships, corporations and as-
sociations or their officers, employees,
agents, lessees, assignees, trustees or receiv-
ers.

(6) “Public utility” has the meaning given
that term in ORS 757.005.

(7) “Rate” means any fare, charge, joint
rate, schedule or groups of rates or other re-
muneration or compensation for service.

(8) “Service” is used in its broadest and
most inclusive sense and includes equipment
and facilities related to providing the service
or the product served.

(9) “Telecommunications utility” has the
meaning given that term in ORS 759.005.
[Amended by 1971 c.655 §2; 1973 c.776 §14; 1977 c.337 §1;
1985 c.834 §6; 1987 c.447 §75; 1991 c.841 §1; 1995 c.733 §52]

COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES
(Generally)

756.014 Public Utility Commission; ap-
pointment; confirmation; term; removal.
(1) There is created the Public Utility Com-
mission of Oregon. The commission shall be
composed of three members appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the
Senate pursuant to section 4, Article III of
the Oregon Constitution. No more than two
of such members shall be of the same poli-
tical party.

(2) Each commissioner shall hold office
for the term of four years. A commissioner
shall hold office until a successor has been
appointed and qualified. The chairperson
shall be designated by the Governor and
shall serve as chairperson at the pleasure of
the Governor.

(3) Any vacancy occurring in the office
of commissioner shall be filled by appoint-
ment by the Governor to hold office for the
balance of the unexpired term.

(4) The Governor may at any time re-
move a commissioner for any cause deemed

by the Governor sufficient. Before such re-
moval the Governor shall give the commis-
sioner a copy of the charges, and shall fix a
time when the commissioner can be heard,
which shall not be less than 10 days thereaf-
ter. The hearing shall be open to the public.
If the commissioner is removed, the Gover-
nor shall file in the office of the Secretary
of State a complete statement of all charges
made against the commissioner, and the
findings thereon with a record of the pro-
ceedings. Such power of removal is absolute,
and there is no right of review of the same
in any court. [1985 c.834 §2; 1999 c.1102 §1]

756.016 Quorum; seal; individual com-
missioner authorized to act for commis-
sion. (1) A majority of the commissioners
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of any business, for the performance of any
duty or for the exercise of any power of the
Public Utility Commission.

(2) The commission shall have a seal with
the words “Public Utility Commission of Or-
egon” and such other design as the commis-
sion may prescribe engraved thereon, by
which the proceedings of the commission
shall be authenticated and of which the
courts shall take judicial notice.

(3) Any investigation, inquiry or hearing
which the commission has power to under-
take or to hold may be undertaken or held
by or before any commissioner designated by
order of the commission. Except as provided
in ORS 756.055, all investigations, inquiries
and hearings so held shall be conducted as
though by the full commission with such
commissioner empowered to exercise all the
powers of the commission with respect
thereto. [1985 c.834 §§3,4,5]

756.020 [Amended by 1973 c.792 §48; 1983 c.540 §1;
repealed by 1985 c.834 §12]

756.022 Oath of office. Before entering
upon the duties of office, each commissioner
shall take and subscribe to an oath or affir-
mation to support the Constitution of the
United States and of this state, and to
faithfully and honestly discharge the duties
of office. The oath shall be filed with the
Secretary of State. [1971 c.655 §3; 1985 c.834 §7]

756.026 Prohibited interests of com-
missioner and family. (1) No member of the
Public Utility Commission shall:

(a) Hold any other office of profit;
(b) Hold any office or position under any

political committee or party;
(c) Hold any pecuniary interest in any

business entity conducting operations which
if conducted in this state would be subject to
the commission’s regulatory jurisdiction; or

(d) Hold any pecuniary interest in, have
any contract of employment with, or have
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any substantial voluntary transactions with
any business or activity subject to the
commission’s regulatory jurisdiction.

(2) The prohibitions of subsection (1)(c)
and (d) of this section apply to the spouse
and minor children of each commissioner.

(3) If the Governor determines that any
commissioner has done any act prohibited by
subsection (1) of this section, or that a
commissioner’s spouse or a minor child has
done any act prohibited by subsection (2) of
this section, the Governor shall remove the
commissioner in the manner provided in ORS
756.014 (4).

(4) Subsection (3) of this section does not
apply to a commissioner if the commissioner
or the commissioner’s spouse or a minor
child acquires any pecuniary interest prohib-
ited by subsection (1) or (2) of this section,
advises the Governor of such acquisition, and
causes divestiture of such interest within the
time specified by the Governor.

(5) For purposes of subsection (1) of this
section, a business or activity shall not be
considered subject to the commission’s regu-
latory jurisdiction solely because the busi-
ness or activity is a private carrier as
defined by ORS 825.005. [1971 c.655 §4; 1985 c.834
§8; 1987 c.123 §1; 1995 c.306 §41]

756.028 Employee statements regard-
ing prohibited interests. Each employee of
the Public Utility Commission shall file with
the commission a statement regarding
holdings of the employee and the holdings of
the employee’s spouse and minor children of
any pecuniary interest in any business or
activity subject to the commission’s regula-
tory jurisdiction. Supplementary statements
shall be filed as such pecuniary interests are
acquired or divested. The statements shall be
in such form as the commission prescribes.
If the commission determines that an em-
ployee or spouse or minor child of the em-
ployee holds any such pecuniary interest that
may interfere with the impartial discharge
of the employee’s duties, the commission
shall order divestiture of the interest. [1971
c.655 §5]

756.030 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.032 Employee dismissal for re-
tention of prohibited interests or failure
to file statements. (1) The Public Utility
Commission shall dismiss an employee:

(a) Who fails to file the statement re-
quired by ORS 756.028 before the 11th day
after the date of employment.

(b) Who fails to file the supplementary
statement required by ORS 756.028 before the
11th day after the acquisition of a pecuniary
interest.

(c) Who fails to cause divestiture of a
pecuniary interest within the time specified
in an order issued pursuant to ORS 756.028.

(2) Dismissal of an employee under sub-
section (1) of this section is subject to the
procedure and appeal provided in ORS
240.555, 240.560 and 240.570. An employee so
dismissed is eligible for reemployment. [1971
c.655 §6; 1979 c.468 §34; 2003 c.14 §452; 2014 c.22 §2]

756.034 Intent of prohibited interest
provisions. Nothing in ORS 756.022 to
756.032 is intended to authorize any act oth-
erwise prohibited by law. [1971 c.655 §7]

756.036 Duties and functions. (1) The
Public Utility Commission may:

(a) Organize and reorganize the office of
the Public Utility Commission in the manner
that it considers necessary to properly dis-
charge the responsibilities of the Public
Utility Commission.

(b) Contract for or procure on a fee or
part-time basis, or both, such experts, tech-
nical or other professional services as it may
require for the discharge of its duties.

(c) Obtain such other services as it con-
siders necessary or desirable.

(d) Participate in organizations of re-
gional and national utility commissions.

(e) Appoint advisory committees. A mem-
ber of an advisory committee so appointed
shall receive no compensation for services as
a member. Subject to any applicable law
regulating travel and other expenses of state
officers and employees, the member shall re-
ceive actual and necessary travel and other
expenses incurred in the performance of offi-
cial duties.

(2) Subject to any applicable law regulat-
ing travel and other expenses of state offi-
cers and employees, the commissioners and
the officers and employees of the commission
shall be reimbursed for such reasonable and
necessary travel and other expenses incurred
in the performance of their official duties.

(3) The chairperson of the commission
appointed under ORS 756.014 shall serve as
the administrative head of the commission
and has the power to:

(a) With the consent of one or more of
the other members of the commission, ap-
point and employ all subordinate officers and
employees, including, but not limited to, dep-
uties, assistants, engineers, examiners, ac-
countants, auditors, inspectors and clerical
personnel, prescribe their duties and fix their
compensation, subject to the State Personnel
Relations Law.

(b) Prescribe internal policies and proce-
dures for the government of the commission,
the conduct of its employees, the assignment
and performance of its business and the cus-
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PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 756.040

tody, use and preservation of its records, pa-
pers and property in a manner consistent
with applicable law. [1971 c.655 §8; 1985 c.834 §9;
1999 c.1102 §2; 2003 c.14 §453]

756.037 Commission authority to pro-
vide assistance, information, resources
and advice to Legislative Assembly. The
Public Utility Commission and commission
staff may provide such assistance to the
Legislative Assembly and its committees as
required by the Legislative Assembly for the
performance of its duties, and may furnish to
the Legislative Assembly and its committees
such information, resources and advice as
the members of the Legislative Assembly
consider necessary for the performance of
legislative duties. [2001 c.558 §2]

756.040 General powers. (1) In addition
to the powers and duties now or hereafter
transferred to or vested in the Public Utility
Commission, the commission shall represent
the customers of any public utility or tele-
communications utility and the public gener-
ally in all controversies respecting rates,
valuations, service and all matters of which
the commission has jurisdiction. In respect
thereof the commission shall make use of the
jurisdiction and powers of the office to pro-
tect such customers, and the public gener-
ally, from unjust and unreasonable exactions
and practices and to obtain for them ade-
quate service at fair and reasonable rates.
The commission shall balance the interests
of the utility investor and the consumer in
establishing fair and reasonable rates. Rates
are fair and reasonable for the purposes of
this subsection if the rates provide adequate
revenue both for operating expenses of the
public utility or telecommunications utility
and for capital costs of the utility, with a
return to the equity holder that is:

(a) Commensurate with the return on in-
vestments in other enterprises having corre-
sponding risks; and

(b) Sufficient to ensure confidence in the
financial integrity of the utility, allowing the
utility to maintain its credit and attract cap-
ital.

(2) The commission is vested with power
and jurisdiction to supervise and regulate
every public utility and telecommunications
utility in this state, and to do all things
necessary and convenient in the exercise of
such power and jurisdiction.

(3) The commission may participate in
any proceeding before any public officer,
commission or body of the United States or
any state for the purpose of representing the
public generally and the customers of the
services of any public utility or telecommu-
nications utility operating or providing ser-
vice to or within this state.

(4) The commission may make joint in-
vestigations, hold joint hearings within or
without this state and issue concurrent or-
ders in conjunction or concurrence with any
official, board, commission or agency of any
state or of the United States. [Amended by 1961
c.467 §1; 1971 c.655 §9; 1973 c.776 §15; 1987 c.447 §76; 1995
c.733 §53; 2001 c.569 §1]

Note: Sections 1 and 2, chapter 741, Oregon Laws
2017, provide:

Sec. 1. (1) The Public Utility Commission shall
establish a public process for the purpose of investigat-
ing how developing industry trends, technologies and
policy drivers in the electricity sector might impact the
existing regulatory system and incentives currently em-
ployed by the commission. If warranted, the commission
may consider changes to the existing regulatory system
and incentives.

(2) As part of the public process established under
subsection (1) of this section, the commission shall in-
vestigate the following:

(a) The obligations of and benefits to electric com-
panies under the existing regulatory system;

(b) The obligations of and benefits to customers of
electric companies under the existing regulatory system,
including customers that participate in direct access;

(c) The current use of regulatory incentives, in-
cluding but limited to:

(A) Incentives for electric companies to place capi-
tal investment in rate base, paying particular attention
to the perception of bias in resource selection;

(B) Incentives for electric companies to plan for
serving all existing and all new electricity loads in
electric companies’ service territories; and

(C) Incentives for electric companies and for cus-
tomers of electric companies to develop renewable en-
ergy resources and purchase renewable energy; and

(d) The primary public policy objectives that are
promoted by the commission’s current statutory author-
ity and by the existing regulatory system and incen-
tives.

(3) As part of the public process established under
subsection (1) of this section, the commission shall
identify industry trends, technologies and policy drivers
currently developing in the electricity industry, includ-
ing but not limited to:

(a) Greater penetration by variable energy re-
sources of electric utilities’ electrical systems;

(b) Increasing presence and cost-effectiveness of
distributed energy resources in electric utilities’ elec-
trical systems;

(c) Greater customer support sophistication and
desire for energy service options and energy manage-
ment tools;

(d) Increasing customer desire for energy service
needs to be met by a specific generating resource
through either nonutility owned resources and delivery
options or utility owned resources and delivery options;

(e) Greater recognition of the carbon output of
electricity generation;

(f) The electrification of the transportation sector;
(g) The potential for regional transmission markets;
(h) Advances in distribution system communication

and control technologies;
(i) The need to replace aging distribution system

equipment for grid modernization;
(j) Use of performance-based incentives used by

other states in addressing the industry trends, technol-
ogies and policy drivers described in this subsection;
and
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(k) Changes in public policy objectives that are
developing in relation to the electricity sector or that
have directly or indirectly been identified by the Legis-
lative Assembly.

(4) The commission shall explore changes to the
existing regulatory system and incentives that could
accommodate developing industry trends and support
new policy objectives without compromising affordable
rates, safety and reliable service. If the commission de-
termines that changes to the existing regulatory system
and incentives would be in the interest of customers of
electric companies and the public generally, the com-
mission shall develop plans to administratively imple-
ment changes to the regulatory system and incentives
or shall make recommendations to the Legislative As-
sembly for the purpose of legislatively implementing
changes to the regulatory system and incentives.

(5) As part of the public process established under
subsection (1) of this section, the commission shall pro-
vide the public with an opportunity to comment.

(6) The commission shall submit a report on the
findings of the public process established under subsec-
tion (1) of this section and the progress of investi-
gations conducted under subsection (2) of this section
in the manner provided by ORS 192.245 to the interim
committees of the Legislative Assembly related to en-
ergy and business no later than September 15, 2018.
The commission may include, as part of the
commission’s report, recommendations for legislation.
[2017 c.741 §1]

Sec. 2. Section 1 of this 2017 Act is repealed on
January 2, 2019. [2017 c.741 §2]

756.045 Employing legal counsel. Upon
request by the Public Utility Commission,
the Attorney General shall furnish to the
commission such attorneys as the commis-
sion finds necessary. [Formerly 756.150]

756.047 Authority of commission to
require fingerprints. For the purpose of re-
questing a state or nationwide criminal re-
cords check under ORS 181A.195, the Public
Utility Commission may require the finger-
prints of a person who:

(1)(a) Is employed or applying for em-
ployment by the commission; or

(b) Provides services or seeks to provide
services to the commission as a contractor
or volunteer; and

(2) Is, or will be, working or providing
services in a position:

(a) In which the person has access to
chemicals or hazardous materials, to facili-
ties in which chemicals and hazardous mate-
rials are present or to information regarding
the transportation of chemical or hazardous
materials;

(b) In which the person inspects gas or
electrical lines or facilities;

(c) In which the person has access to
critical infrastructure or security-sensitive
facilities or information; or

(d) That has fiscal, payroll or purchasing
responsibilities as one of the position’s pri-
mary responsibilities. [2005 c.730 §69]

Note: 756.047 was enacted into law by the Legisla-
tive Assembly but was not added to or made a part of
ORS chapter 756 or any series therein by legislative
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for fur-
ther explanation.

756.050 Office, office supplies and ses-
sions of commission. (1) The Public Utility
Commission shall keep office at the capital
and shall be provided with suitable office
quarters under ORS 276.004. Necessary office
furniture, supplies, stationery, books, period-
icals and maps shall be furnished, and all
necessary expenses therefor shall be audited
and paid as other state expenses are audited
and paid.

(2) The commission may hold sessions
and maintain offices at places other than the
capital for the more convenient and efficient
performance of the duties imposed upon the
commission by law, and shall upon request
be provided by the county court or board of
county commissioners of any county in the
state with suitable rooms for offices and
hearings. [Amended by 1969 c.706 §64g; 1971 c.655 §11]

756.055 Delegation of authority. (1)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this
section, the Public Utility Commission may
designate by order or rule any commissioner
or any named employee or category of em-
ployees who shall have authority to exercise
any of the duties and powers imposed upon
the commission by law. The official act of
any commissioner or employee so exercising
any such duties or powers is considered to
be an official act of the commission.

(2) The commission may not delegate to
any commissioner, named employee or cate-
gory of employees under subsection (1) of
this section the authority to:

(a) Sign an interim or final order after
hearing;

(b) Sign any order upon any investigation
the commission causes to be initiated;

(c) Sign an order that makes effective a
rule;

(d) Enter orders on reconsideration or
following rehearing; or

(e) Grant immunity from prosecution,
forfeiture or penalty. [1971 c.655 §12; 1985 c.834
§10]

756.060 Authority to adopt rules and
regulations. The Public Utility Commission
may adopt and amend reasonable and proper
rules and regulations relative to all statutes
administered by the commission and may
adopt and publish reasonable and proper
rules to govern proceedings and to regulate
the mode and manner of all investigations
and hearings of public utilities and telecom-
munications utilities and other parties before
the commission. [Amended by 1971 c.655 §13; 1973
c.776 §16; 1987 c.447 §77; 1995 c.733 §54]
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PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 756.105

756.062 Substantial compliance with
laws adequate for commission activities;
construction of laws generally. (1) A sub-
stantial compliance with the requirements of
the laws administered by the Public Utility
Commission is sufficient to give effect to all
the rules, orders, acts and regulations of the
commission and they shall not be declared
inoperative, illegal or void for any omission
of a technical nature in respect thereto.

(2) The provisions of such laws shall be
liberally construed in a manner consistent
with the directives of ORS 756.040 (1) to
promote the public welfare, efficient facilities
and substantial justice between customers
and public and telecommunications utilities.
[Formerly 757.025; 1973 c.776 §17; 1987 c.447 §78; 1995
c.733 §55; 2001 c.569 §2]

756.064 [1971 c.655 §15; 1973 c.776 §18; repealed by
1975 c.605 §33]

756.068 Service of notice or other legal
process. The service or delivery of any no-
tice, order, form or other document or legal
process required to be made by the Public
Utility Commission may be made by mail. If
by mail, service or delivery is made when the
required material is deposited in the post of-
fice, in a sealed envelope with postage paid,
addressed to the person on whom it is to be
served or delivered, at the address as it last
appears in the records of the commission.
[1971 c.655 §16]

(Investigatory Powers)
756.070 Investigating management of

utilities. The Public Utility Commission may
inquire into the management of the business
of all public utilities and telecommunications
utilities and shall keep informed as to the
manner and method in which they are con-
ducted and has the right to obtain from any
public utility or telecommunications utility
all necessary information to enable the com-
mission to perform duties. [Amended by 1971
c.655 §17; 1973 c.776 §19; 1987 c.447 §70; 1995 c.733 §56]

756.075 Right of entry for examination
of equipment, records or employees; use
of findings. (1) The Public Utility Commis-
sion or authorized representatives may enter
upon any premises, or any equipment or fa-
cilities operated or occupied by any public
utility or telecommunications utility for the
purpose of making any inspection, examina-
tion or test reasonably required in the ad-
ministration of ORS chapter 756, 757, 758 or
759 and to set up and use on such premises
equipment or facilities any apparatus and
appliances and occupy reasonable space
therefor.

(2) The commission or authorized repre-
sentatives shall, upon demand, have the right
to inspect the books, accounts, papers, re-
cords and memoranda of any public utility

or telecommunications utility and to examine
under oath any officer, agent or employee of
such public utility or telecommunications
utility in relation to its business and affairs.

(3) Any person who on behalf of the
commission makes demand of a public utility
or telecommunications utility for an exam-
ination, inspection or test shall, upon request
therefor, produce a certificate under the seal
of the commission showing authority to make
such examination, inspection or test.

(4) Nothing in this section authorizes the
commission to use any information developed
thereunder for any purpose inconsistent with
any statute administered by the commission
or to make a disclosure thereof for other
than regulatory purposes. [Formerly 757.260; 1973
c.776 §20; 1987 c.447 §80; 1995 c.733 §57]

756.080 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.090 Maintaining and producing re-
cords; expenses of examining out-of-state
records. (1) The Public Utility Commission
may require by rule, or by order or subpoena
to be served on any public utility or tele-
communications utility the maintaining
within this state or the production within
this state at such time and place as the
commission may designate, of any books, ac-
counts, papers or records kept by such public
utility or telecommunications utility in any
office or place within or without this state,
or verified copies in lieu thereof, if the com-
mission so orders, in order that an examina-
tion thereof may be made by the commission
or under direction of the commission.

(2) When a public utility or telecommu-
nications utility keeps and maintains its
books, accounts, papers or records outside
the state, the commission may examine such
documents and shall be reimbursed by the
public utility or telecommunications utility
for all expenses incurred in making such
out-of-state examination. [Amended by 1971 c.655
§19; 1973 c.776 §21; 1987 c.447 §81; 1995 c.733 §58]

756.100 [Repealed by 1953 c.25 §2]

756.105 Duty to furnish information to
commission. (1) Every public utility or tele-
communications utility shall furnish to the
Public Utility Commission all information
required by the commission to carry into ef-
fect the provisions of ORS chapters 756, 757,
758 and 759 and shall make specific answers
to all questions submitted by the commission.

(2) If a public utility or telecommuni-
cations utility is unable to furnish any infor-
mation required under subsection (1) of this
section for any reason beyond its control, it
is a good and sufficient reason for such fail-
ure. The answer or information shall be ver-
ified under oath and returned to the
commission at the commission’s office within
the period fixed by the commission. [Formerly
757.115; 1973 c.776 §22; 1987 c.447 §82; 1995 c.733 §59]
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756.110 [Repealed by 1953 c.25 §2]

756.115 Failure to furnish requested
information. No officer, agent or employee
of any public utility, or telecommunications
utility shall:

(1) Fail or refuse to fill out and return
any forms required by the Public Utility
Commission;

(2) Fail or refuse to answer any question
therein propounded;

(3) Knowingly or willfully give a false
answer to any such question or evade the
answer to any such question where the fact
inquired of is within the person’s knowledge;

(4) Upon proper demand, fail or refuse to
exhibit to the commission or any person au-
thorized to examine the same, any book, pa-
per, account, record or memorandum of such
public utility or telecommunications utility
which is in possession or under the control
of the person;

(5) Fail to properly use and keep a sys-
tem of accounting or any part thereof, as
prescribed by the commission; or

(6) Refuse to do any act or thing in con-
nection with such system of accounting when
so directed by the commission or authorized
representative. [Formerly 757.180; 1973 c.776 §23;
1987 c.447 §83; 1995 c.733 §60]

756.120 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.125 Interference with commission
equipment. No person shall destroy, injure
or interfere with any apparatus or appliance
owned or operated by or in charge of the
Public Utility Commission, or any apparatus
or appliance sealed by the commission.
[Formerly 757.340]

756.130 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]
756.140 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]
756.150 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §10; renumbered

756.045]

ENFORCEMENT AND REMEDIES
756.160 Enforcement of statutes and

ordinances relating to utilities. (1) The
Public Utility Commission shall inquire into
any neglect or violation of any law of this
state or any law or ordinance of any munic-
ipality thereof relating to public utilities and
telecommunications utilities by any public
utility or telecommunications utility doing
business therein, its officers, agents or em-
ployees and shall enforce all laws of this
state relating to public utilities and telecom-
munications utilities and may enforce all
such laws and ordinances of a municipality.
The commission shall report all violations of
any such laws or ordinances to the Attorney
General.

(2) The Attorney General, district attor-
ney of each county, all state, county and city

police officers and police officers commis-
sioned by a university under ORS 352.121 or
353.125 shall assist the commission in the
administration and enforcement of all laws
administered by the commission, and they,
as well as assistants and employees of the
commission, shall inform against and dili-
gently prosecute all persons whom they have
reasonable cause to believe guilty of vio-
lation of any such laws or of the rules, reg-
ulations, orders, decisions or requirements of
the commission made pursuant thereto.

(3) Upon the request of the commission,
the Attorney General or the district attorney
of the proper county shall aid in any inves-
tigation, hearing or trial, and shall institute
and prosecute all necessary suits, actions or
proceedings for the enforcement of those
laws and ordinances referred to in subsection
(1) of this section.

(4) Any forfeiture or penalty provided for
in any law administered by the commission
shall be recovered by an action brought
thereon in the name of the State of Oregon
in any court of appropriate jurisdiction.
[Amended by 1971 c.655 §23; 1973 c.776 §24; 1987 c.447
§84; 1995 c.733 §61; 2011 c.506 §46; 2013 c.180 §51]

756.170 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.180 Enforcing utility laws. (1)
Whenever it appears to the Public Utility
Commission that any public utility or tele-
communications utility or any other person
subject to the jurisdiction of the commission
is engaged or about to engage in any acts or
practices which constitute a violation of any
statute administered by the commission, or
any rule, regulation, requirement, order,
term or condition issued thereunder, the
commission may apply to any circuit court
of the state where such public utility or
telecommunications utility or other person
subject to the jurisdiction of the commission
operates for the enforcement of such statute,
rule, regulation, requirement, order, term or
condition.

(2) Such court, without bond, has juris-
diction to enforce obedience thereto by in-
junction, or by other processes, mandatory
or otherwise, restraining such public utility
or telecommunications utility or any other
person subject to the jurisdiction of the
commission, or its officers, agents, employees
and representatives from further violations
of such statute, rule, regulation, require-
ment, order, term or condition, and enjoining
upon them obedience thereto.

(3) The provisions of this section are in
addition to and not in lieu of any other en-
forcement provisions contained in any stat-
ute administered by the commission. [Amended
by 1971 c.655 §24; 1973 c.232 §5; 1973 c.776 §25; 1987 c.447
§85; 1995 c.733 §62]
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756.185 Right to recover for wrongs
and omissions; treble damages. (1) Any
public utility which does, or causes or per-
mits to be done, any matter, act or thing
prohibited by ORS chapter 756, 757 or 758 or
omits to do any act, matter or thing required
to be done by such statutes, is liable to the
person injured thereby in the amount of
damages sustained in consequence of such
violation. If the party seeking damages al-
leges and proves that the wrong or omission
was the result of gross negligence or willful
misconduct, the public utility is liable to the
person injured thereby in treble the amount
of damages sustained in consequence of the
violation. Except as provided in subsection
(2) of this section, the court may award rea-
sonable attorney fees to the prevailing party
in an action under this section.

(2) The court may not award attorney
fees to a prevailing defendant under the pro-
visions of subsection (1) of this section if the
action under this section is maintained as a
class action pursuant to ORCP 32.

(3) Any recovery under this section does
not affect recovery by the state of the pen-
alty, forfeiture or fine prescribed for such
violation.

(4) This section does not apply with re-
spect to the liability of any public utility for
personal injury or property damage. [Formerly
757.335; 1973 c.776 §26; 1981 c.856 §1; 1981 c.897 §104a;
1987 c.447 §86; 1989 c.827 §1; 1995 c.696 §48; 1995 c.733
§63]

756.190 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.200 Effect of utility laws on com-
mon law and other statutory rights of
action, duties and liabilities. (1) The reme-
dies and enforcement procedures provided in
ORS chapters 756, 757, 758 and 759 do not
release or waive any right of action by the
state or by any person for any right, penalty
or forfeiture which may arise under any law
of this state or under an ordinance of any
municipality thereof.

(2) All penalties and forfeiture accruing
under said statutes and ordinances are cu-
mulative and a suit for and recovery of one,
shall not be a bar to the recovery of any
other penalty.

(3) The duties and liabilities of the public
utilities or telecommunications utilities shall
be the same as are prescribed by the common
law, and the remedies against them the same,
except where otherwise provided by the
Constitution or statutes of this state, and the
provisions of ORS chapters 756, 757, 758 and
759 are cumulative thereto. [Formerly 760.045;
1973 c.776 §27; 1987 c.447 §87; 1995 c.733 §64]

FUNDS AND FEES
756.305 Public Utility Commission Ac-

count. (1) There hereby is established in the
General Fund an account to be known as the
Public Utility Commission Account. Except
as limited by ORS 756.360, all moneys, with-
out regard to their sources, credited to the
Public Utility Commission Account hereby
are appropriated continuously to the Public
Utility Commission for the payment of any
and all of the expenses of the Public Utility
Commission.

(2) The Public Utility Commission shall
keep a record of all moneys deposited in the
Public Utility Commission Account. The re-
cord shall indicate by separate cumulative
accounts the source from which the moneys
are derived and the individual activity or
program against which each withdrawal is
charged. [1957 c.459 §1; 1971 c.655 §27; 1997 c.249 §220]

756.310 Annual fees payable by utili-
ties and telecommunications providers.
(1) Subject to the provisions of subsections
(3) and (4) of this section, each public utility
and telecommunications provider shall pay a
fee to the Public Utility Commission in each
calendar year. The amount of the fee shall
equal the amount that the commission finds
and determines to be necessary, together
with the amount of all other fees paid or
payable to the commission by such public
utilities and telecommunications providers in
the current calendar year, to defray the costs
of performing the duties imposed by law upon
the commission with respect to the public
utilities and telecommunications providers.

(2) In each calendar year the percentage
rate of the fee required to be paid by public
utilities shall be determined by orders en-
tered by the commission on or after March
1 of each year. Notice of the orders shall be
given to each utility. The utility shall pay to
the commission the fee or portion thereof so
computed upon the date specified in the no-
tice. The date of payment shall be at least 15
days after the date of mailing of the notice.

(3) The fee payable under subsection (1)
of this section by each public utility may not
be less than $10, or more than three-tenths
of one percent of the utility’s gross operating
revenues derived within this state in the
preceding calendar year. For the purpose of
this subsection, the gross operating revenues
of an electric company do not include reven-
ues from sales of power for resale to the ex-
tent that the revenues from those sales
exceed an amount equal to 25 percent of the
total revenues received by the electric com-
pany from sales of electricity to end users in
the preceding calendar year.

(4)(a) For a telecommunications provider,
the fee payable under subsection (1) of this
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section shall be a percentage amount not to
exceed three-tenths of one percent of the
provider’s gross retail intrastate revenue for
each calendar year, but may not be less than
$100. The percentage amount shall be deter-
mined by order of the commission not less
than 60 days prior to the calendar year upon
which the fee is based. The fee shall be pay-
able to the commission not later than April
1 of the year following that calendar year.

(b) A telecommunications provider shall
collect the fee payable under subsection (1)
of this section by charging an apportioned
amount to each of the provider’s retail cus-
tomers. The amount of the charge shall be
described on the retail customer’s bill in a
manner determined by the provider.

(c) In the event a telecommunications
utility has an approved rate that includes the
fee required under subsection (1) of this sec-
tion and separately charges retail customers
for the fee described in this section, at the
time the utility begins collecting the charge
the utility shall file with the commission a
rate schedule reducing rates in an amount
projected to equal the amount separately
charged to customers.

(5) The commission may use any of its
investigatory and enforcement powers pro-
vided under this chapter for the purpose of
administering and enforcing the provisions
of this section.

(6) As used in this section:
(a) “Electric company” means any entity

that is a public utility under ORS 757.005
that is engaged in the business of distribut-
ing electricity to retail electric customers in
Oregon.

(b) “Retail customer” does not include a
purchaser of intrastate telecommunications
services who is a telecommunications pro-
vider, telecommunications cooperative, inter-
exchange carrier or radio common carrier.

(c) “Telecommunications provider” means
any entity that is a telecommunications util-
ity or a competitive telecommunications pro-
vider as defined in ORS 759.005. [Amended by
1953 c.10 §2; 1957 c.464 §1; 1959 c.355 §1; 1961 c.109 §1;
1963 c.89 §1; 1971 c.132 §1; 1973 c.170 §1; 1975 c.127 §1;
1985 c.293 §1; 1987 c.439 §1; 1987 c.447 §88; 1991 c.841 §2;
1995 c.733 §65; 1997 c.826 §8; 1999 c.339 §1; 2007 c.245 §1;
2015 c.289 §1]

756.315 [1989 c.1041 §2; repealed by 1991 c.841 §4]

756.320 Statements accompanying
fees; audit and refunding by commission.
Payment of each fee or portion thereof pro-
vided for in ORS 756.310 shall be accompa-
nied by a statement verified by the public
utility or telecommunications provider in-
volved, showing the basis upon which the fee
or portion thereof is computed. This state-
ment shall be in such form and detail as the
Public Utility Commission shall prescribe

and shall be subject to audit by the commis-
sion. The commission may refund any over-
payment of any such fee in the same manner
as other claims and expenses of the commis-
sion are payable as provided by law. [Amended
by 1987 c.447 §89; 1995 c.733 §66; 1997 c.826 §9; 1999 c.339
§2]

756.325 Distribution of information
filed with commission; fees; rules. (1) The
Public Utility Commission may by rule pre-
scribe for the free distribution for public in-
formation or educational purposes or
applicable charge for any blank forms, tran-
script, document, order, statistical data or
publication prepared by and on file in the
office of the commission. In no event shall
the fee exceed the cost of preparing, re-
producing and distributing such blank forms,
transcript, document, order, statistical data
or publication.

(2) In the ordinary course of distribution,
no fee shall be charged or collected for
copies of published documents furnished to
public officers for use in their official capac-
ity, or for annual reports of the commission.
[1971 c.655 §28]

756.330 [Amended by 1965 c.288 §1; repealed by 1971
c.655 §250]

756.340 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.350 Penalty for failure to pay fees;
action to collect unpaid fees and penal-
ties. Every person who fails to pay any fees
provided for in ORS 756.310 or 756.320 after
they are due and payable shall, in addition
to such fees, pay a penalty of two percent of
such fees for each and every month or frac-
tion thereof that they remain unpaid. If, in
the judgment of the Public Utility Commis-
sion, action is necessary to collect any un-
paid fees or penalties, the commission shall
bring such action or take such proceedings
as may be necessary thereon in the name of
the State of Oregon in any court of compe-
tent jurisdiction, and be entitled to recover
all costs and disbursements incurred therein.
[Amended by 1971 c.655 §29]

756.360 Disposal and use of fees and
penalties collected. All fees, penalties and
other moneys collected by the Public Utility
Commission under ORS 756.310, 756.320,
756.350, 758.015, 758.400 to 758.475 and ORS
chapter 759 shall be paid by the commission
into the State Treasury within 30 days after
the collection thereof, and shall be placed by
the State Treasurer to the credit of the Pub-
lic Utility Commission Account and the fees,
penalties and other moneys collected from:

(1) Public utilities shall be used only for
the purpose of paying the expenses of the
commission in performing the duties imposed
by law upon the commission in respect to
utilities, and for the purpose of paying the
expenses of the Office of the Governor for its
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responsibilities in administering energy con-
servation and allocation programs.

(2) Telecommunications providers shall
be used only for the purpose of paying the
expenses of the commission in performing
the duties imposed by law upon the commis-
sion in respect to telecommunications pro-
viders, and for the purpose of paying the
expenses of the Office of the Governor for its
responsibilities in administering energy con-
servation and allocation programs. [Amended
by 1957 c.459 §7; 1967 c.164 §3; 1971 c.655 §30; 1973 c.776
§28; 1974 c.59 §1; 1987 c.447 §90; 1995 c.733 §67; 1999 c.339
§3; 2011 c.597 §298]

756.370 [Formerly 757.065; repealed by 1983 c.40 §1]
756.375 [Formerly 757.070; repealed by 1983 c.40 §1]
756.380 [Formerly 757.080; 1995 c.306 §42; renum-

bered 823.071 in 1995]
756.385 [Formerly 757.085; 1995 c.733 §67a; renum-

bered 823.073 in 1995]
756.390 [Formerly 757.090; 1983 c.78 §1; 1995 c.733

§67b; renumbered 823.075 in 1995]
756.400 [1971 c.655 §31; repealed by 1983 c.540 §10]
756.410 [1971 c.655 §32; 1977 c.253 §1; repealed by

1983 c.540 §10]
756.420 [1971 c.655 §33; repealed by 1983 c.540 §10]
756.430 [1971 c.655 §34; repealed by 1983 c.540 §10]
756.440 [1971 c.655 §35; repealed by 1983 c.540 §10]

DECLARATORY RULINGS
756.450 Declaratory rulings. On peti-

tion of any interested person, the Public
Utility Commission may issue a declaratory
ruling with respect to the applicability to
any person, property, or state of facts of any
rule or statute enforceable by the commis-
sion. A declaratory ruling is binding between
the commission and the petitioner on the
state of facts alleged, unless it is modified,
remanded or set aside by a court. However,
the commission may review the ruling and
modify or set it aside if requested by the pe-
titioner or other party to the proceeding.
Binding rulings issued under this section are
subject to judicial review as orders in the
manner provided by ORS 756.610. [1971 c.655
§36; 2005 c.638 §2; 2017 c.312 §2]

COMPLAINT AND INVESTIGATION
PROCEDURE

756.500 Complaint; persons entitled to
file; contents; amendments. (1) Any person
may file a complaint before the Public Utility
Commission, or the commission may, on the
commission’s own initiative, file such com-
plaint. The complaint shall be against any
person whose business or activities are regu-
lated by some one or more of the statutes,
jurisdiction for the enforcement or regu-
lation of which is conferred upon the com-
mission. The person filing the complaint
shall be known as the complainant and the

person against whom the complaint is filed
shall be known as the defendant.

(2) It is not necessary that a complainant
have a pecuniary interest in the matter in
controversy or in the matter complained of,
but the commission shall not grant any order
of reparation to any person not a party to
the proceedings in which such reparation or-
der is made.

(3) The complaint shall state all grounds
of complaint on which the complainant seeks
relief or the violation of any law claimed to
have been committed by the defendant, and
the prayer of the complaint shall pray for the
relief to which the complainant claims the
complainant is entitled.

(4) The complaint may, at any time be-
fore the completion of taking of evidence, be
amended by order of the commission. How-
ever, if a charge not contained in the ori-
ginal complaint or a prior amended
complaint is sought to be made by any such
amendment, the defendant shall be given a
reasonable time to investigate the new
charge and answer the amended complaint.
The final hearing shall, if necessary, be con-
tinued until some date after the defendant
has had a reasonable time to investigate and
be prepared to meet the amended complaint.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, any public utility or telecommuni-
cations utility may make complaint as to any
matter affecting its own rates or service with
like effect as though made by any other per-
son, by filing an application, petition or
complaint with the commission. [Formerly
756.520; 1987 c.447 §91; 1995 c.733 §68]

756.505 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]
756.510 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §40; renumbered

756.518]

756.512 Notice of complaint to defend-
ant; responsive pleadings; setting cause
for hearing. (1) The Public Utility Commis-
sion shall serve a copy of the complaint upon
the defendant, and shall give the defendant
at least 10 days within which to respond to
the complaint. Within the time so fixed, or
such further time as the commission shall
fix, the defendant shall file an answer to the
complaint, taking issue on such parts of the
complaint as the defendant desires and set-
ting forth such additional matter as shall be
pertinent to the matter in controversy. Such
additional matter shall be deemed denied
without the filing of any other pleading by
the complainant. After the filing of the an-
swer the commission shall set the matter for
hearing, giving the defendant at least 10
days’ written notice of the time and place of
the hearing, unless the commission for good
reason stated in the notice, fixes a shorter
time. Amendment of any answer may be per-
mitted by order of the commission.
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(2) If the defendant fails to file a respon-
sive pleading or otherwise appear within the
time prescribed in subsection (1) of this sec-
tion, or if the responsive pleading filed raises
no issue of law or fact, the commission may
act on the complaint without a hearing.
[Formerly 756.530]

756.515 Investigations and hearings on
commission’s own motion; hearings for
aggrieved persons. (1) Whenever the Public
Utility Commission believes that any rate
may be unreasonable or unjustly discrimi-
natory, or that any service is unsafe or in-
adequate, or is not afforded, or that an
investigation of any matter relating to any
public utility or telecommunications utility
or other person should be made, or relating
to any person to determine if such person is
subject to the commission’s regulatory juris-
diction, the commission may on motion sum-
marily investigate any such matter, with or
without notice.

(2) If after making such investigation the
commission is satisfied that sufficient
grounds exist to warrant a hearing being or-
dered upon any such matter, the commission
shall furnish any public utility or telecom-
munications utility or other person inter-
ested a statement notifying it of the matters
under investigation, which statement shall
be accompanied by a notice fixing the time
and place for hearing upon such matters in
the manner provided in ORS 756.512 for no-
tice of complaint.

(3) Thereafter proceedings shall be had
and conducted in reference to the matters
investigated in like manner as though com-
plaint had been filed with the commission
relative thereto, and the same orders may be
made in reference thereto as if such investi-
gation had been made on complaint.

(4) The commission may, after making an
investigation on the commission’s motion,
but without notice or hearing, make such
findings and orders as the commission deems
justified or required by the results of such
investigation. Except as provided in subsec-
tions (5) and (6) of this section such findings
and orders have the same legal force and ef-
fect as any other finding or order of the
commission.

(5) In addition to any other remedy pro-
vided by law, any party aggrieved by an or-
der entered pursuant to subsection (4) of this
section may request the commission to hold
a hearing to determine whether the order
should continue in effect. Any such request
for hearing shall be submitted to the com-
mission not later than 15 days after the date
of service of the order, and the commission
shall hold the hearing not later than 60 days
after receipt of such a request for hearing.

(6) If the commission receives a request
for hearing pursuant to subsection (5) of this
section, the order is suspended pending the
outcome of the hearing unless the commis-
sion finds that the order is necessary for the
public health or safety or to prevent the dis-
sipation of assets of a business or activity
subject to the commission’s regulatory juris-
diction. [Formerly 757.515; 1973 c.776 §29; 1975 c.318
§1; 1983 c.703 §18; 1987 c.447 §92; 1995 c.733 §69]

HEARING PROCEDURE
756.518 Procedures applicable to all

matters before commission; oral hearing;
rules. (1) Except as otherwise provided the
provisions of ORS 756.500 to 756.610 apply to
and govern all hearings upon any matter or
issue coming before the Public Utility Com-
mission under any statute administered by
the commission, whether instituted on the
application, petition or complaint of others
or initiated by the commission, together with
the orders of the commission therein and the
review thereof in the courts.

(2) Upon request of any party in a major
proceeding before the commission, the com-
mission shall afford the parties an opportu-
nity for oral argument before a final order is
issued. There must be a quorum of the
commission present at the time the oral ar-
gument is made. The commission shall adopt
rules that establish criteria for determining
which proceedings give rise to a right to oral
argument under this subsection. In addition,
the commission may adopt rules governing
participation in oral arguments, cross-
examination of witnesses, draft or proposed
orders or such other matters as the commis-
sion deems appropriate. [Formerly 756.510; 2001
c.558 §3]

756.519 [1977 c.424 §2; 1985 c.59 §1; repealed by 1995
c.733 §74]

756.520 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §37; renumbered
756.500]

756.521 Public hearings; record re-
quired; furnishing transcripts. All hear-
ings shall be open to the public and may be
had before the Public Utility Commission, an
examiner or any other person authorized to
hold such hearing. A full record thereof shall
be kept. However, it shall not be necessary
to transcribe testimony unless requested. For
purposes of rehearing or reconsideration un-
der ORS 756.561, a transcription shall be
made at the commission’s expense, and
copies of such transcription shall be supplied
to the parties, at cost. A copy of the tran-
script shall be supplied to a party without
cost upon the filing with the commission of
a satisfactory affidavit of indigency. [1971 c.655
§41; 2005 c.638 §3]
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756.525 Parties to proceedings. (1) The
Public Utility Commission may permit any
person to become a party who might, on the
institution of the proceeding, have been such
a party, if application therefor is made before
the final taking of evidence in the proceed-
ing.

(2) At any time before the final taking of
evidence in a proceeding, any person may
apply to the commission for permission to
appear and participate in the proceeding. The
commission shall determine the interest of
the applicant in the proceeding and shall
grant the application, subject to appropriate
conditions, if the commission determines that
such appearance and participation will not
unreasonably broaden the issues or burden
the record, and otherwise may deny the ap-
plication.

(3) This section does not apply to any
person who might have been an original
party in a proceeding before the commission
if that person is required by statute to file a
pleading or other response in the proceeding
within a specified time. [1971 c.655 §42]

756.528 Segregation of issues. At any
time before the conclusion of the taking of
evidence in a proceeding, the Public Utility
Commission may segregate the issues in-
volved and order separate hearings thereon
at such times and places as the commission
may prescribe. [1971 c.655 §43; 2005 c.638 §4]

756.530 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §38; renumbered
756.512]

756.534 Place of hearings; continua-
tion. Except as provided in ORS 756.040 (4),
the hearing may be held at any place desig-
nated by the Public Utility Commission
within this state, or different parts of the
hearing may be held at different places in
this state, as shall be designated by the
commission. The hearing may be continued
from time to time and place to place as or-
dered and fixed by the commission. [Formerly
756.560]

756.538 Taking and use of depositions;
rules. (1) In any investigation, the Public
Utility Commission may take the testimony
of any person by deposition upon oral exam-
ination or written interrogatories for the
purpose of discovery or for use in the inves-
tigation.

(2) In any proceeding requiring a hearing,
the commission or any party to the proceed-
ing may take the testimony of any person by
deposition upon oral examination or written
interrogatories for the purpose of discovery
or for use as evidence in the proceeding, or
for both purposes.

(3) Depositions may be taken within or
without the State of Oregon by the commis-
sion, or any other person authorized to ad-

minister oaths, in accordance with
procedures prescribed by the rules of the
commission.

(4) The commission shall promulgate
rules concerning the manner of applying for
and taking depositions and the use thereof.
Such rules shall provide reasonable pro-
visions against abuse of such procedure and
for protection of the rights of all persons af-
fected. [1971 c.655 §45]

756.540 [Repealed by 1971 c.655 §250]

756.543 Issuance of subpoenas; failure
to comply. (1) The Public Utility Commis-
sion shall issue subpoenas to any party to a
proceeding before the commission upon re-
quest and proper showing of the general rel-
evance and reasonable scope of the evidence
sought. Witnesses appearing pursuant to
subpoena, other than the parties or their of-
ficers or employees, or employees of the
commission, shall receive fees and mileage
as prescribed by law for witnesses in ORS
44.415 (2). If the commission certifies that
the testimony of a witness was relevant and
material, any person who paid fees and mile-
age to that witness shall be reimbursed by
the commission and from moneys referred to
in ORS 756.360, subject to the limitations
provided in ORS 756.360.

(2) If any person fails to comply with any
subpoena so issued or any party or witness
refuses to testify on any matters on which
the person may be lawfully interrogated, the
judge of the circuit court of any county, on
the application of the commission, or of the
party requesting the issuance of the sub-
poena, shall compel obedience by proceedings
for contempt as in the case of disobedience
of the requirements of a subpoena issued
from such court or a refusal to testify
therein. [1971 c.655 §46; 1983 c.540 §2; 1987 c.980 §23;
1997 c.249 §221]

756.549 Self-incrimination of witnesses
in commission proceedings. (1) No person
shall be excused from testifying or from
producing evidence in any proceeding held
by the Public Utility Commission on the
ground that the testimony or evidence re-
quired of the person may tend to incriminate
the person or subject the person to prose-
cution, penalty or forfeiture if:

(a) The person has been directed by the
commission to testify or produce evidence
under oath;

(b) The person claims, at the time the
person is directed by the commission to tes-
tify or produce evidence, that the testimony
or evidence required of the person may tend
to incriminate the person or subject the per-
son to prosecution, penalty or forfeiture; and

(c) The commission specifically grants
the person immunity from prosecution, pen-
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alty or forfeiture regarding those matters
about which the person testifies or produces
evidence as directed.

(2) Except for prosecution and punish-
ment for perjury, no person who testifies or
produces evidence in accordance with sub-
section (1) of this section shall be prosecuted
or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture
concerning any matter about which the per-
son so testified or produced evidence. [1971
c.655 §47]

756.550 [Amended by 1957 c.599 §1; 1971 c.655 §50;
renumbered 756.558]

756.552 Self-incrimination of witnesses
in court proceedings. No person shall be
excused from testifying or from producing
books and papers in any court proceeding
based upon or growing out of any violation
of the provisions of ORS chapter 756, 757,
758, 759 or 825 or ORS 824.020 to 824.042,
824.050 to 824.110, 824.200 to 824.256 or
824.300 to 824.310 on the ground or for the
reason that the testimony or evidence, docu-
mentary or otherwise, required of the person
may tend to incriminate the person or sub-
ject the person to penalty or forfeiture; but
no person having so testified shall be prose-
cuted or subjected to any penalty or forfei-
ture for, or on account of, any transaction,
matter or thing concerning which the person
may have testified or produced any docu-
mentary evidence. However, no person shall
be exempted from prosecution or punishment
for perjury while so testifying. The immunity
conferred by this section shall extend only to
a natural person who, in obedience to a sub-
poena, gives testimony under oath or
produces evidence, documentary or other-
wise, under oath. [Formerly 757.590; 1989 c.827 §2]

756.555 Powers of commission at
hearings. The Public Utility Commission
may administer oaths, certify to official acts,
issue notices in the name of the commission,
issue subpoenas, compel the attendance of
witnesses and the production of books, ac-
counts, papers, records, documents and testi-
mony, and take and receive testimony,
conduct hearings and investigations, whether
upon complaint or upon the commission’s
own motion. [Formerly 757.555]

756.558 Taking of evidence; findings;
issuance of orders; providing copies of
orders. (1) At the conclusion of the taking
of evidence, the Public Utility Commission
shall declare the taking of evidence con-
cluded. Thereafter no additional evidence
shall be received except upon the order of
the commission and a reasonable opportunity
of the parties to examine any witnesses with
reference to the additional evidence and oth-
erwise rebut and meet such additional evi-
dence.

(2) After the completion of the taking of
evidence, and within a reasonable time, the
commission shall prepare and enter findings
of fact and conclusions of law upon the evi-
dence received in the matter and shall make
and enter the order of the commission
thereon. The findings of fact and conclusions
of law may be embodied in the same instru-
ment with the order or may be embodied in
a separate instrument. The findings of fact,
conclusions of law and order thereon shall
be signed by the commission. The order shall
state the date it becomes effective. A copy
of the findings of fact and conclusions of law
and a copy of the order shall, forthwith upon
the entry of the same, be served upon each
of the parties to the proceeding.

(3) Upon application of any person, the
commission shall furnish certified copies,
under the seal of any order made by the
commission. [Formerly 756.550]

756.560 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §44; renumbered
756.534]

756.561 Rehearing; reconsideration. (1)
After an order has been made by the Public
Utility Commission in any proceeding, any
party thereto may apply for rehearing or re-
consideration thereof within 60 days from the
date of service of such order. The commis-
sion may grant such a rehearing or recon-
sideration if sufficient reason therefor is
made to appear.

(2) No such application shall excuse any
party against whom an order has been made
by the commission from complying therewith,
nor operate in any manner to stay or post-
pone the enforcement thereof without the
special order of the commission.

(3) If a rehearing is granted, the pro-
ceedings thereupon shall conform as nearly
as possible to the proceedings in an original
hearing, except as the commission otherwise
may direct. If in the judgment of the com-
mission, after such rehearing and the con-
sideration of all facts, including those arising
since the former hearing, the original order
is in any respect unjust or unwarranted, the
commission may reverse, change or modify
the same accordingly. Any order made after
such rehearing, reversing, changing or modi-
fying the original determination is subject to
the same provisions as an original order.
[Formerly 756.570]

756.565 Prima facie effect of commis-
sion actions. All rates, tariffs, classifica-
tions, regulations, practices and service
fixed, approved or prescribed by the Public
Utility Commission and any order made or
entered upon any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the commission shall be in force and
shall be prima facie lawful and reasonable,
until found otherwise in a proceeding
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brought for that purpose under ORS 756.610.
[Formerly 760.575; 2005 c.638 §5]

756.568 Rescission, suspension and
amendment of orders. The Public Utility
Commission may at any time, upon notice to
the public utility or telecommunications
utility and after opportunity to be heard as
provided in ORS 756.500 to 756.610, rescind,
suspend or amend any order made by the
commission. Copies of the same shall be
served and take effect as provided in ORS
756.558 for original orders. [Formerly 757.540;
1973 c.776 §30; 1987 c.447 §92a; 1995 c.733 §70]

756.570 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §51; renumbered
756.561]

756.572 Effect of orders on successors
in interest. (1) An order of the Public Util-
ity Commission issued in accordance with
the provisions of ORS chapters 756, 757, 758
and 759 is binding upon the successors in
interest of each person affected thereby, un-
til set aside, rescinded, suspended or modified
as provided by law.

(2) Any investigation, hearing or other
proceeding involving the issuance of an order
of the commission that has not been finally
determined when a transfer of any interests
of a person is effected may be continued and
finally determined, notwithstanding any such
transfer of interest. Any order issued in such
investigation, hearing or other proceeding is
binding upon the successors in interest. [1971
c.655 §54; 1973 c.776 §31; 1987 c.447 §93; 1995 c.733 §71]

756.575 Notice of acceptance of terms
of orders. The Public Utility Commission
may provide by rule that any public utility
or telecommunications utility affected by any
order shall within a time to be fixed by the
commission, notify the commission whether
the terms of the order are accepted and will
be obeyed. [1971 c.655 §55; 1973 c.776 §32; 1987 c.447
§94; 1995 c.733 §72]

756.580 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §56; repealed by
2005 c.638 §21]

756.585 [1971 c.655 §57; repealed by 2005 c.638 §21]
756.590 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §58; 1995 c.781 §46;

repealed by 2005 c.638 §21]
756.594 [1971 c.655 §59; repealed by 2005 c.638 §21]
756.598 [1971 c.655 §60; 1979 c.284 §197; repealed by

2005 c.638 §21]
756.600 [Amended by 1971 c.655 §61; 2003 c.576 §558;

repealed by 2005 c.638 §21]

756.610 Judicial review. (1)(a) Except as
provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this
section, final orders of the Public Utility
Commission are subject to judicial review as
orders under the provisions of ORS 183.480
to 183.497.

(b) Binding rulings issued under ORS
756.450 are subject to review in the Court of
Appeals in the manner provided in ORS
183.480 for the review of orders in contested
cases.

(2) ORS 183.482 (3) does not apply to ju-
dicial review of an order of the Public Utility
Commission. At any time after filing a peti-
tion for judicial review of a final order of the
commission in a contested case, the peti-
tioner may apply to the Court of Appeals for
a stay of the order until the final disposition
of the appeal. The court may grant a stay
for cause shown. As a condition of granting
a stay, the court may require a bond or other
security, or impose such other conditions as
the court deems appropriate. A stay may be
granted only after notice to the commission
and opportunity for hearing. Any bond re-
quired by the court must be executed in fa-
vor of the commission for the benefit of
interested persons, and may be enforced by
the commission or by any interested person.

(3) An order of the Public Utility Com-
mission related to the petition for a certif-
icate of public convenience and necessity
under ORS 758.015, where the petitioner also
seeks approval from the Energy Facility Sit-
ing Council for the proposed transmission
line, is subject to judicial review as provided
in ORS 758.017. [Amended by 1971 c.655 §62; 2003
c.576 §559; 2005 c.638 §6; 2013 c.335 §4; 2017 c.312 §3]

PENALTIES
756.990 Penalties. (1) Any public utility

or telecommunications utility that fails to
comply with an order or subpoena issued
pursuant to ORS 756.090 shall forfeit, for
each day it so fails, a sum of not less than
$50 nor more than $500.

(2) Except where a penalty is otherwise
provided by law, any public utility, telecom-
munications utility or other person subject
to the jurisdiction of the Public Utility
Commission shall forfeit a sum of not less
than $100 nor more than $10,000 for each
time that the person:

(a) Violates any statute administered by
the commission;

(b) Does any act prohibited, or fails to
perform any duty enjoined upon the person;

(c) Fails to obey any lawful requirement
or order made by the commission; or

(d) Fails to obey any judgment made by
any court upon the application of the com-
mission.

(3) Violation of ORS 756.115 is a Class A
violation.

(4) Violation of ORS 756.125 is a Class C
misdemeanor.

(5) Violation of ORS 756.543 (1) is a Class
A misdemeanor.

(6) In construing and enforcing this sec-
tion, the act, omission or failure of any offi-
cer, agent or other person acting for or
employed by any public utility, telecommuni-
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cations utility or other person subject to the
jurisdiction of the commission acting within
the scope of the person’s employment shall
in every case be deemed to be the act, omis-
sion or failure of such public utility, tele-
communications utility or other person
subject to the jurisdiction of the commission.
With respect to any violation of any statute
administered by the commission, any penalty
provision applying to such a violation by a
public utility or telecommunications utility
shall apply to such a violation by any other
person.

(7) Except when provided by law that a
penalty, forfeiture or other sum be paid to
the aggrieved party, or as provided in ORS
757.994 (1), all penalties or forfeitures or
other sums collected or paid under the pro-
visions of any law administered by the com-
mission shall be paid into the General Fund
and credited to the Public Utility Commis-
sion Account. [1971 c.655 §63; 1973 c.232 §4; 1973
c.776 §33; 1977 c.105 §1; 1979 c.415 §1; 1987 c.447 §95; 1995
c.733 §73; 1999 c.1051 §223; 2003 c.202 §9; 2003 c.576 §560;
2011 c.597 §299]
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