
OREGON LAWS 2013 Chap. 593

CHAPTER 593

AN ACT SB 102

Relating to education fees; amending ORS 348.606
and 348.607; and declaring an emergency.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Or-
egon:

SECTION 1. ORS 348.606 is amended to read:
348.606. (1) A school may not confer or offer to

confer any academic degree upon a person, or pro-
vide services purporting to lead to a degree in whole
or in part, without first obtaining approval from the
Higher Education Coordinating Commission. The
commission shall adopt by rule standards and proce-
dures for the approval of schools.

(2)(a) The commission, by rule, may impose [a
fee] fees on any school applying for approval to
confer or offer to confer a degree upon a person or
to provide academic credit applicable to a degree.
[The] Any fee imposed under this section is non-
refundable.

(b) The amount of [the fee shall be] each fee in
this section is established to recover designated
expenses incurred by the commission in carrying out
the administration of ORS 348.594 to 348.615, and
may not exceed the [following] amounts specified in
this section adjusted for inflation annually, begin-
ning on July 1, [2007] 2012, pursuant to the increase,
if any, from the preceding year in the U.S. City Av-
erage Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consum-
ers (All Items) as published by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics of the United States Department of
Labor[:].

[(A) For a doctoral degree, $5,500.]
[(B) For a master’s degree, $4,150.]
[(C) For a bachelor’s degree, $4,150.]
[(D) For an associate degree, $2,750.]
[(E) For a certificate or for any partial degree

program, $1,000.]
(3) For periodic review of a school’s general

administrative and academic operations, and
continued oversight and support of the school,
the commission may impose the following fee on
each school, to be paid biennially:

(a) $2,000 for a full review and oversight of
a school with a complex organizational struc-
ture.

(b) $1,000 for a full review and oversight of
a school wholly administered and governed at a
single campus in this state.

(4) For periodic evaluation of academic pro-
grams offered by schools subject to continued
oversight, the commission may impose the fol-
lowing fees per program for the following de-
grees or certificates:

(a) $2,000 for a nondegree certificate.
(b) $3,000 for an associate degree.
(c) $4,000 for a bachelor’s degree, master’s

degree or doctoral degree.

(5) In addition to the base fees described in
subsections (3) and (4) of this section:

(a) The commission may impose a fee of not
more than $500 for a change in program, based
on the scope and complexity of the proposed
program change.

(b) For review of qualifications of staff prior
to hiring, the commission may impose a fee of:

(A) Not more than $50 for each new instruc-
tor.

(B) Not more than $100 for each new admin-
istrator or senior academic staff person.

[(c)] (6) In addition to the [base fee] fees de-
scribed in [paragraph (b) of this subsection] subsec-
tions (3) to (5) of this section, the commission may
assess:

(a) The actual costs related to the use of experts
to evaluate programs leading to professional licen-
sure by the state, if such costs exceed 10 percent of
the base [fee] fees.

(b) Costs associated with travel expenses for:
(A) Schools subject to review and oversight

under subsection (3) of this section; or
(B) Schools located outside this state that

seek authorization to offer degrees without ac-
creditation to residents of this state.

[(d)] (7) Any fees collected under this
[subsection] section shall be deposited in the Degree
Authorization Account established under ORS
348.601.

SECTION 2. ORS 348.607 is amended to read:
348.607. (1)(a) The Higher Education Coordinat-

ing Commission may[, by rule,] impose a fee on a
school that applies for an exemption under ORS
348.604. [The amount of the fee may not exceed the
lesser of:]

[(a)] (b) The amount of the fee may not ex-
ceed the actual cost to the commission of determin-
ing the school’s compliance with the requirements
for an exemption under ORS 348.604[; or], and may
not exceed $1,000.

[(b) Fifty percent of the fee that the commission
would impose on the school under ORS 348.606 (2) if
the school were applying for approval to offer a
bachelor’s degree.]

(2) Except as provided in ORS 348.604 or 348.608
or section 6, chapter 546, Oregon Laws 2005, the
commission may not impose requirements for a reli-
gious exemption from ORS 348.594 to 348.615.

SECTION 3. This 2013 Act being necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health and safety, an emergency is de-
clared to exist, and this 2013 Act takes effect on
its passage.

Approved by the Governor July 1, 2013
Filed in the office of Secretary of State July 1, 2013
Effective date July 1, 2013
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