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CHAPTER 170

AN ACT SB 133

Relating to the Department of Consumer and Busi-
ness Services system for electronic access to
building code information; creating new pro-
visions; amending ORS 455.095, 455.097, 455.185
and 455.210; and repealing section 8, chapter 69,
Oregon Laws 2007.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Or-
egon:

SECTION 1. As used in ORS 455.095, 455.097
and 455.185, “construction-related” means con-
sisting of, or involving the approving, enabling,
expediting or facilitating of, the alteration, con-
struction, demolishing, development, improve-
ment, inspection, moving, operation, repair or
wrecking of, or the addition to or subtraction
from, public improvements, real property or a
structure.

SECTION 2. ORS 455.095 is amended to read:
455.095. (1) The Department of Consumer and

Business Services shall develop and implement a
system that provides electronic access to building
codes information. The department shall make the
system accessible for use by municipalities in carry-
ing out the building inspection programs adminis-
tered and enforced by the municipalities.

(2) The department may also make the sys-
tem available for use by other public bodies that
provide construction-related services including,
but not limited to, public bodies described in
ORS 455.185 (4). The [building codes] information
and services available through the system may in-
clude, but need not be limited to:

[(1)] (a) Licensing, permit, inspection and other
relevant information;

[(2)] (b) Access to forms;
[(3)] (c) Electronic submission of permit applica-

tions;
[(4)] (d) Electronic submission of plans for re-

view;
[(5)] (e) Electronic issuance of minor label or

other appropriate permits;
[(6)] (f) Access to permit and inspection proc-

esses; [and]
[(7)] (g) Scheduling of inspections, tracking of

corrections and granting of approvals[.]; and
(h) The coordination and tracking of

construction-related services.
(3) The use of the system described in this

section by a municipality or other public body
is voluntary. Nonparticipation in the system by
a municipality or other public body is not
grounds for the department to suspend, revoke
authorization for or assume the administration
of a building inspection program described in
ORS 455.148 or 455.150 or to impose other disci-
plinary actions or sanctions against a munici-
pality or other public body.

SECTION 3. ORS 455.097 is amended to read:
455.097. (1) As used in this section, “form and

format”:
(a) Means the arrangement, organization, config-

uration, structure or style of, or method of delivery
for, providing required information or providing the
substantive equivalent of required information.

(b) Does not mean altering the substance of in-
formation or the addition or omission of information.

(2) The purpose of this section and ORS 455.095
is to enable the Department of Consumer and Busi-
ness Services to develop and implement a system
that:

(a) Provides electronic access to building codes
information;

(b) Is designed to offer a full range of electronic
building permits services;

(c) Allows the streamlining of building in-
spection services;

(d) Provides a uniform form and format for sub-
mitting building codes information electronically;
[and]

(e) Is available for use by any municipality ad-
ministering and enforcing a building inspection
program[.]; and

(f) At the discretion of the department:
(A) Is available for use by other public bodies

that provide construction-related services; and
(B) Supports access for other purposes that

may include, but need not be limited to, access
for the coordination and tracking of
construction-related services.

(3) The department shall adopt rules to govern
the form and format of building permit applications,
building plans, specifications, [and] other building
program information and any other information
exchanged through the electronic building codes in-
formation system described in ORS 455.095.

(4) The department may waive a contrary form
and format requirement imposed by statute or ordi-
nance or by the rules of another agency for the
submission of information in physical form to the
extent the waiver is necessary to facilitate the sub-
mission of the information electronically. The de-
partment may accept an electronic reproduction of
a signature, stamp, seal, certification or notarization
as the equivalent of the original or may accept the
substitution of identifying information for the signa-
ture, stamp, seal, certification or notarization. The
department may not waive a requirement imposed
by statute or ordinance or by the rules of another
agency, other than a form and format requirement.

(5) A person exchanging information through the
electronic building codes information system in a
form and format acceptable to the department is not
subject to any licensing sanction, civil penalty, fine,
permit disapproval or revocation or other sanction
for failure to comply with a form or format require-
ment imposed by statute, ordinance or rule for sub-
mission of the information in physical form,
including but not limited to any requirement that
the information be in a particular form or of a par-
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ticular size, be submitted with multiple copies, be
physically attached to another document, be an ori-
ginal document or be signed, stamped, sealed, certi-
fied or notarized.

SECTION 4. ORS 455.185 is amended to read:
455.185. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 455.148,

455.150 and 455.153, upon request by one or more
municipalities and with the consent of all affected
parties, the Director of the Department of Consumer
and Business Services may enter into an agreement
for the Department of Consumer and Business Ser-
vices to uniformly administer and enforce all or a
portion of a building inspection program within a
geographic area. The geographic area may be a
municipality, a region comprising parts of more than
one municipality or a region comprising multiple
municipalities. The geographic area need not corre-
spond to the jurisdictional boundaries of munici-
palities. The agreement may provide for the
department to perform administration and enforce-
ment for a specified period or for carrying out one
or more particular projects.

(2) The terms of an agreement under subsection
(1) of this section may specify whether the depart-
ment is to utilize department resources or combine
resources with one or more of the municipalities to
carry out an agreement. An agreement may combine
department and local government resources in any
manner that the parties believe will provide for the
efficient and uniform administration of the building
inspection program within the geographic area, in-
cluding but not limited to full, divided, mutual or
joint performance of any of the administrative or
enforcement functions by any of the parties to the
agreement. A decision by the director regarding
whether to enter into an agreement under subsec-
tion (1) of this section, and the content of any
agreement that the director enters into under sub-
section (1) of this section, is not subject to review
by the Attorney General or the Oregon Department
of Administrative Services and is subject to chal-
lenge or appeal under ORS chapter 183 only for
failure to comply with an express requirement cre-
ated under ORS 455.185 to 455.198.

(3) An agreement under subsection (1) of this
section is not an abandonment of a building in-
spection program for purposes of ORS 455.148 or
455.150.

(4) If the Department of Consumer and
Business Services enters into an agreement un-
der subsection (1) of this section, the depart-
ment and a public body that offers
construction-related services in the geographic
area may enter into an agreement for providing
access to the construction-related services on
the electronic information system described in
ORS 455.095 and 455.097. The agreement may in-
clude, but need not be limited to, provision for
access that allows the electronic submission of
an application to the public body for a
construction-related permit. As used in this

subsection, “public body” has the meaning given
that term in ORS 174.109.

SECTION 5. ORS 455.210, as amended by sec-
tion 6, chapter 69, Oregon Laws 2007, and section 30,
chapter 473, Oregon Laws 2011, is amended to read:

455.210. (1) Fees shall be prescribed as required
by ORS 455.020 for plan review and permits issued
by the Department of Consumer and Business Ser-
vices for the construction, reconstruction, alteration
and repair of prefabricated structures and of buil-
dings and other structures and the installation of
mechanical heating and ventilating devices and
equipment. The fees may not exceed 130 percent of
the fee schedule printed in the “Uniform Building
Code,” 1979 Edition, and in the “Uniform Mechan-
ical Code,” 1979 Edition, both published by the
International Conference of Building Officials. Fees
are not effective until approved by the Oregon De-
partment of Administrative Services.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this sec-
tion, the maximum fee the Director of the Depart-
ment of Consumer and Business Services may
prescribe for a limited plan review for fire and life
safety as required under ORS 479.155 shall be 40
percent of the prescribed permit fee.

(3)(a) A municipality may adopt by ordinance or
regulation such fees as may be necessary and rea-
sonable to provide for the administration and en-
forcement of any specialty code or codes for which
the municipality has assumed responsibility under
ORS 455.148 or 455.150. A municipality shall give
the director notice of the proposed adoption of a new
or increased fee under this subsection. The munici-
pality shall give the notice to the director at the
time the municipality provides the opportunity for
public comment under ORS 294.160 regarding the fee
or, if the proposed fee is contained in an estimate
of municipal budget resources, at the time notice of
the last budget meeting is published under ORS
294.426.

(b) Ten or more persons or an association with
10 or more members may appeal the adoption of a
fee described in this subsection to the Director of
the Department of Consumer and Business Services.
The persons or association must file the appeal no
later than 60 days after the director receives notice
of the proposed adoption of the fee from the munici-
pality under paragraph (a) of this subsection. How-
ever, if the municipality failed to give notice to the
director, an appeal may be filed with the director
within one year after adoption of the new or in-
creased fee. Upon receiving a timely appeal, the di-
rector shall, after notice to affected parties and
hearing, review the municipality’s fee adoption
process and the costs of administering and enforcing
the specialty code or codes referred to in paragraph
(a) of this subsection. The director shall approve the
fee if the director feels the fee is necessary and rea-
sonable. If the director does not approve the fee
upon appeal, the fee is not effective. The appeal
process provided in this paragraph does not apply to
fees that have been submitted for a vote and ap-
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proved by a majority of the electors voting on the
question.

(c) Fees collected by a municipality under this
subsection shall be used for the administration and
enforcement of a building inspection program for
which the municipality has assumed responsibility
under ORS 455.148 or 455.150.

(d) For purposes of paragraph (b) of this subsec-
tion, in determining whether a fee is reasonable the
director shall consider whether:

(A) The fee is the same amount as or closely
approximates the amount of the fee charged by other
municipalities of a similar size and geographic lo-
cation for the same level of service;

(B) The fee is calculated with the same or a
similar calculation method as the fee charged by
other municipalities for the same service;

(C) The fee is the same type as the fee charged
by other municipalities for the same level of service;
and

(D) The municipality, in adopting the fee, com-
plied with ORS 294.160, 294.361 and 294.426 and this
section and standards adopted by the director under
ORS 455.148 (11) or 455.150 (11).

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter:

(a) For the purpose of partially defraying state
administrative costs, there is imposed a surcharge in
the amount of four percent of the total permit fees
or, if the applicant chooses to pay an hourly rate
instead of purchasing a permit, four percent of the
total hourly charges collected.

(b) For the purpose of partially defraying state
inspection costs, there is imposed a surcharge in the

amount of two percent of the total permit fees or, if
the applicant chooses to pay an hourly rate instead
of purchasing a permit, two percent of the total
hourly charges collected.

(c) For the purpose of defraying the cost of ad-
ministering and enforcing the state building code,
there is imposed a surcharge on permit fees and on
hourly charges collected instead of permit fees. The
surcharge may not exceed one percent of the total
permit fees or, if the applicant chooses to pay an
hourly rate instead of purchasing a permit, one per-
cent of the total hourly charges collected.

(d) For the purpose of defraying the cost of
developing and administering the electronic
building codes information system described in
ORS 455.095 and 455.097, there is imposed a sur-
charge in the amount of four percent on permit
fees, or if the applicant chooses to pay an hourly
rate instead of purchasing a permit, four per-
cent of the total hourly charges collected.

(5) Municipalities shall collect and remit sur-
charges imposed under subsection (4) of this section
to the director as provided in ORS 455.220.

(6) The director shall adopt administrative rules
to allow reduced fees for review of plans that have
been previously reviewed.

SECTION 6. Section 8, chapter 69, Oregon
Laws 2007, is repealed.

Approved by the Governor May 26, 2015
Filed in the office of Secretary of State May 28, 2015
Effective date January 1, 2016

3



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /CenturySchoolbookEF-Bol
    /CenturySchoolbookEF-BolIta
    /CenturySchoolbookEF-Reg
    /CenturySchoolbookEF-RegIta
    /ElegantGaramondBT-Bold
    /ElegantGaramondBT-Italic
    /ElegantGaramondBT-Roman
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Italic
    /Garamond-KursivHalbfett
    /NewCenturySchlbk-Bold
    /NewCenturySchlbk-BoldItalic
    /NewCenturySchlbk-Italic
    /NewCenturySchlbk-Roman
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


