
OREGON LAWS 2015 Chap. 573

CHAPTER 573

AN ACT HB 3539

Relating to a week to celebrate oysters.
Whereas oyster farming has been part of

Oregon’s history since the mid-1800s; and
Whereas demand for Oregon oysters is increas-

ing well beyond current production capacity; and
Whereas oysters are a sustainably grown food

source; and
Whereas the oyster industry supports the eco-

nomic vitality of Oregon’s coastal communities, di-
rectly employing over 1,000 people involved in
producing, harvesting, distributing and selling Ore-
gon oysters; and

Whereas in the United States, sales of cultivated
marine seafood grew 13 percent per year on average
from 2007 to 2011, largely led by increases in oyster
production; and

Whereas the United States imports nearly 90
percent of its seafood to meet growing demand, a
significant portion of which is shellfish imports; and

Whereas Oregon oyster farms ship their products
all over the United States as well as to international
markets in Asia and Canada; and

Whereas the Whiskey Creek Shellfish Hatchery
and Oregon State University have been at the fore-
front of cutting edge ocean acidification monitoring
and response efforts; and

Whereas Oregon oysters have a national and
international reputation for gourmet quality; now,
therefore,
Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Or-
egon:

SECTION 1. The fourth week in April of
each year is designated as Oregon Oyster Week,
beginning on Sunday and ending the following
Saturday, and all Oregonians are encouraged to
join in observing the week by enjoying fine Ore-
gon oysters.

Approved by the Governor June 25, 2015
Filed in the office of Secretary of State June 29, 2015
Effective date January 1, 2016
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