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CHAPTER 109

AN ACT SB 1537

Relating to payment for community college courses
by school districts; and declaring an emergency.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Or-
egon:

SECTION 1. Section 2 of this 2016 Act is
added to and made a part of ORS 327.006 to
327.133.

SECTION 2. (1) As used in this section,
“post-graduate scholar” means a student who:

(a) Has been in grades 9 through 12 for more
than a total of four school years; and

(b) Has satisfied the requirements for a high
school diploma as provided in ORS 329.451 (2).

(2) A school district may establish a program
under this section to allow:

(a) A post-graduate scholar who satisfies the
requirements of subsection (3) of this section to:

(A) Enroll in courses at a community college
that are part of a course of study approved by
the school district and that may lead to a cer-
tificate or diploma;

(B) Enroll in the courses described in sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph for one school
year after the post-graduate scholar has satis-
fied the requirements for a high school diploma
as provided in ORS 329.451 (2); and

(C) Have the school district pay the costs
incurred for the courses described in subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph, including tuition,
fees and books.

(b) A school district that satisfies the re-
quirements of subsection (4) of this section to
receive and expend moneys distributed from the
State School Fund under ORS 327.013 for the
purpose of paying the costs described in para-
graph (a)(C) of this subsection.

(3) A post-graduate scholar qualifies to par-
ticipate in a program established under this
section if the post-graduate scholar:

(a) Has completed and submitted the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid, if eligible
to file the application;

(b) Is not eligible for a grant under the Ore-
gon Promise program described in ORS 341.522
because of failure to earn the minimum cumu-
lative grade point average, or submitted a com-
plete application for a grant under the Oregon
Promise program by the established deadline but
did not receive a grant;

(c) Is not eligible for a federal aid grant that
is equal to or more than the average cost of tu-
ition and fees at a community college, as deter-
mined by the Department of Education after
consultation with the Executive Director of the
Office of Student Access and Completion; and

(d) Retains a legal residence within the
boundaries of the school district through which

the post-graduate scholar satisfied the require-
ments for a high school diploma.

(4) A school district may receive and expend
moneys distributed from the State School Fund
under ORS 327.013 for a program established
under this section if the school district meets
all of the following criteria:

(a) Has a policy for the program that is
adopted by the school district board and that
describes:

(A) The goals of the program, including tar-
get high school graduation rates for under-
served students;

(B) Minimum requirements for grade point
average, attendance and participation in regular
in-person meetings with school district staff to
monitor student progress;

(C) The manner by which the results of the
program will be measured and monitored; and

(D) The courses of study that are approved
by the school district for the purpose of this
section.

(b) Enters into a written agreement with the
community college that has a service area
within which the school district is located.

(c) Has dedicated staff to provide support
services to post-graduate scholars, including
regular in-person meetings to monitor student
progress that occur at least twice each month.

(d) Ensures that a majority of students from
the school district who are enrolled in courses
at a community college meet at least one of the
criteria identified in this paragraph. The stu-
dent:

(A) Is not a post-graduate scholar;
(B) Has received a modified diploma, an ex-

tended diploma or a General Educational Devel-
opment (GED) certificate;

(C) Was enrolled in an alternative high
school program within the preceding 12 months;

(D) Is, or will be, a first-generation graduate
of high school;

(E) Is, or has been, a child in a foster home;
(F) Is, or has been, placed in a facility or an

education program by a court;
(G) Is homeless;
(H) Is a parent; or
(I) Was identified as eligible for free or re-

duced price lunches within the preceding 12
months.

(5) Notwithstanding ORS 327.013, the
weighted average daily membership assigned for
each post-graduate scholar shall be adjusted as
follows:

(a) By subtracting 0.25 from the average
daily membership assigned for each post-
graduate scholar participating in the program
established under this section; and

(b) Without adding any amounts identified in
ORS 327.013 (1)(c)(A).

(6) For purposes of this section, a school
district may not counsel or assist a student to
delay receiving a high school diploma for the
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purpose of participating in a school-sponsored,
post-secondary education program.

(7) Nothing in this section:
(a) Prohibits a school district from receiving

or expending moneys related to the education
of post-graduate scholars that are not received
or expended for purposes of this section, as long
as the school district does not receive or expend
State School Fund distributions under ORS
327.013 for those purposes.

(b) Requires a post-graduate scholar to ac-
cept or use any federal grant moneys to offset
costs of tuition, fees or books incurred by a
post-graduate scholar at a community college.

(c) Requires a school district to add or ex-
tend existing bus routes or other transportation
services for post-graduate scholars. Any trans-
portation costs incurred by a school district to
add or extend existing bus routes or other
transportation services are not considered ap-
proved transportation costs for the purposes of
ORS 327.013. Nothing in this paragraph prohibits
post-graduate scholars from using existing bus
routes or transportation services provided by
the school district.

(8) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of this
section, a post-graduate scholar may not accept
or use any federal grant moneys to offset costs
of tuition, fees or books incurred by a post-
graduate scholar at a community college.

(9) A school district may receive or expend
moneys distributed from the State School Fund
under ORS 327.013 for post-graduate scholars
who enroll in courses at a community college
only if the post-graduate scholars are enrolled
in the courses as part of a program established
under this section.

SECTION 3. Section 2 of this 2016 Act applies
to State School Fund distributions commencing
with the 2016-2017 distributions.

SECTION 4. Notwithstanding section 2 (5)(a)
of this 2016 Act, the weighted average daily
membership assigned for each post-graduate
scholar shall be adjusted as follows:

(1) For the 2016-2017 school year, no sub-
traction shall be made.

(2) For the 2017-2018 school year, by sub-
tracting 0.15.

SECTION 5. No later than November 1, 2018,
the Department of Education shall:

(1) Provide a report to the interim legislative
committees on education that includes:

(a) The amount of moneys received by school
districts from the State School Fund under ORS
327.013 for post-graduate scholars participating
in a program established under section 2 of this
2016 Act.

(b) Subject to data available to the depart-
ment, the number of post-graduate scholars for
whom school districts received moneys from the

State School Fund under ORS 327.013 for each
of the preceding school years.

(2) Make recommendations for legislation to
establish an equitable, sustainable and appro-
priate permanent funding mechanism for post-
graduate scholar programs. The
recommendations must consider:

(a) Input from school districts that have im-
plemented, are implementing or are planning to
implement a post-graduate scholar program.

(b) Input from the Higher Education Coordi-
nating Commission.

(c) The amount of moneys received by all
school districts from the State School Fund un-
der ORS 327.013 for post-graduate scholars par-
ticipating in a program established under
section 2 of this 2016 Act.

(d) The appropriate amount, if any, to be
calculated for each post-graduate scholar par-
ticipating in a program established under sec-
tion 2 of this 2016 Act for purposes of
calculating weighted average daily membership
for State School Fund distributions under ORS
327.013.

(e) Consideration of appropriate funding
sources that are separate from the State School
Fund for post-graduate scholar programs. The
consideration must include:

(A) Methods by which funds would be dis-
tributed to school districts;

(B) The stability and sustainability of fund-
ing sources that would be used to support at-
risk students who are not eligible for the
Oregon Promise program established under ORS
341.522 because of failure to earn the minimum
cumulative grade point average; and

(C) The estimated cost required to establish
and administer alternative funding sources.

(3) Provide a report to each school district
that established a program under section 2 of
this 2016 Act. The report shall include the fol-
lowing information for the 2016-2017 and
2017-2018 school years:

(a) The number of post-graduate scholars
enrolled at the school district who participated
in the program;

(b) The number of post-graduate scholars
enrolled at the school district who completed a
full year in the program; and

(c) The percentage of post-graduate scholars
enrolled at the school district who participated
in the program and enrolled in a second school
year at a post-secondary institution of education
after completing the program.

SECTION 6. Section 5 of this 2016 Act is re-
pealed on December 31, 2018.

SECTION 7. No later than November 1, 2018,
the Higher Education Coordinating Commission
shall make a report to the interim legislative
committees on education that includes the costs
incurred by community colleges and the
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amounts received by community colleges for
post-graduate scholars who participated in a
program established under section 2 of this 2016
Act. Community colleges shall cooperate with
the commission for the purpose of making the
report required by this section.

SECTION 8. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the General Fund appropriation
made to the Department of Education by section
1 (1), chapter 759, Oregon Laws 2015, for the bi-
ennium beginning July 1, 2015, for operations, is
increased by $82,102.

SECTION 9. Section 2 of this 2016 Act is re-
pealed on June 30, 2021.

SECTION 10. This 2016 Act being necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health and safety, an emergency is de-
clared to exist, and this 2016 Act takes effect on
its passage.

Approved by the Governor April 4, 2016
Filed in the office of Secretary of State April 4, 2016
Effective date April 4, 2016

3



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


