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Major Areasof Work with Oregon Tribesin 2013

Stephanie Page, Special Assistant to the Directpresents the Oregon Department of
Agriculture (ODA) in the Natural Resources clusiéthe Government-to-Government
organization, a committee that includes represmetabf natural resource agencies and
Oregon’s tribes. ODA gave a presentation aboutgkegrams to the Legislative Commission
on Indian Services and attended the annual Spratbe&ng. ODA also began participating in
the Cultural Resources cluster meetings at theasiopf the group.

The ODA programs serving the needs of and providsgjstance to Oregon tribes during 2013
are summarized below by program.

Weights and Measures Program (WMP)

The WMP assures consumers that the weight or mea$@iood and non-food products,

services, or commodities purchased in Oregon igrate. The WMP checks the quantity

labeling on packaged products, investigates comislaand annually inspects 54,000 scales, gas
pumps, and meters statewide.

Although measurement devices on tribal lands atsulgect to state weights and measures
laws, Oregon tribes and some tribal members haygested that the WMP license and test their
gas pumps at specific locations on tribal lands.

These Tribes and businesses owned by tribal menvasusie:
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» The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs (Kah-NegWarm Springs Market, and a
livestock scale)

» The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians (Silets @nd MiniMart)

» The Coquille Indian Tribe (Mill Casino RV Park)

Natural Resources Programs

Natural Resource Programs include Agricultural Weteality, Confined Animal Feeding
Operations (CAFO), Soil and Water Conservation ditst, Shellfish Plat Leasing, Smoke
Management, Fertilizer, Pesticide Compliance Mamtp Pesticide Licensing and Certification,
Pesticide Product Registration, and the PesticilgyAical and Response Center.

The Agricultural Water Quality Program regulates@gtural activities to protect water quality
throughout Oregon. The program coordinates itsrpfanprocess at the basin and sub-basin
levels with tribes and with federal land managenagencies. Participation from local tribes has
been sought in advisory groups to ensure thatl triyacerns about water quality and endangered
species protection are provided a forum among algui@l producers.

The Cow Creek Tribe fish biologist is a new memtrethe Umpqua Basin Local Advisory
Committee, which advises ODA on implementationhaf &g water quality program in the
Umpqua.

ODA water quality specialist Ellen Hammond has bieerontact with a grade school teacher on
the Warm Springs Reservation regarding potentiabhiqg macroinvertebrate activities with his
students.

CAFO inspector Chris Anderson continues to workhvwibow Creek Band on AWMP
development and CAFO operations of their Rogue RRanch, a beef CAFO in area IV.

ODA Water Resource Specialist Margaret Matter labkdonversations with Chris Brun,
Coordinator Hood River Production Program for tlrenféderated Tribes of Warm Springs
(CTWS) in the Deschutes River Basin. The converaativere in regard to the Tribe’s concern
about potential impacts of developing some of gservations of water in the Hood River Basin
on salmon populations.

At the request of the Coquille tribe, ODA’s pesteiprogram worked with the tribe and the
Oregon Department of Justice to negotiate an MOwvéen ODA, the Tribe, and the Bureau of
Indian Affairs regarding the use of pesticides aydlle Forest lands described in the Coquille
Forest Act.

Plant Programs

ODA Plant Programs are Insect Pest Prevention aawtblfement, Native Plant Conservation,
Weed Control, and Nursery and Christmas Trees.élhesgrams protect Oregon's agricultural
industries and the natural environment from harmfaht pests, diseases, and noxious weeds,
enhance the value and marketability of exportedemyrstock, Christmas trees, seeds, and other
agricultural products, and conserve threateneceaddngered plants.
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In the fall of 2008 a Bureau of Indian Affairs coadtor detected an infestation of African Rue, a
State “A” listed noxious weed, on Paiute Tribe gngzallotments in the Harney Basin southeast
of Burns. The ODA surveyed the area and deterntingthe infestation was on both tribal
lands and adjacent private lands. African Rue Cripe Weed Management Plan is being
implemented by ODA, Harney County, the Paiute Tgiaed private landowners in the

area. During 2014 the infestation has continudakteeduced within the treatment area and has
been successfully prevented from spreading to @tress.

The ODA Noxious Weed Control Program continues ¢okwvith Umatilla County to assist
CTUIR in the control of the invasive Garlic Mustaed“B” listed noxious weed and is located on
or adjacent to tribal lands. ODA is continuingatork with the Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua
Tribe in eradicating Paterson’s Curse, an “A” listeoxious weed on tribal and adjacent lands in
Douglas County. The Paterson’s curse control ptageg cooperative effort between ODA
Noxious Weed Control Program, Douglas SWCD andimpqua Tribe.

ODA also did work with CTUIR and the Umatilla Nat@l Forest on the evaluation of a
cooperative river restoration project on Meachame&r This is a well known area for Echium
vulgare and during 2014 common bugloss Anchusaiaffalis was detected on this site. ODA
spent a full day with a Inter-agency crew doingratial follow-up inventory and manual

removal of those noxious weeds. Follow inventomethe area are scheduled for next summer.
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