OREGON DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs (ODVA) mission to recognize and provide quality
services to veterans, their dependents and survivors has always involved veterans of Oregon’s
Native American tribes. It is the Department’s policy to endorse positive and cooperative
government-to-government relations with Oregon’s nine federally recognized tribes. Our
mission to advocate for Oregon’s veterans includes ensuring all who served in the U.S. Armed
Forces receive the benefits they have earned as a result of their military service.

ODVA values its relationships with the Native American tribes of Oregon and understands the
significance of the historical role Native American veterans have played in the U.S. Armed
Forces. The Department maintains a working partnership with the Northwest Indian Veterans
Association (NIVA) which was formed by the Affiliated Tribes of the Northwest in 1989.

Per Oregon statutes ORS 182.162-182.168, this annual report for the year 2012 is readily
submitted to Governor John A. Kitzhaber, MD and the Legislative Commission on Indian
Services. The report focuses on ODVA'’s engagements and events that involved or were related
to Native Americans. The report concludes with our projected government-to-government
activities for the upcoming year 2013.

e ODVA Director Jim Willis and Deputy Director Val Conley, other administrators and
selected staff attended the 2012 Tribal Information Day at the Oregon State Capitol. The
event highlighted the richness of Native American heritage and the need for protecting

and enhancing their cultural and natural resources with a special focus on



communication and consultation among state government and the nine distinct
sovereigns. (May 13)

Director Jim Willis and Deputy Director Val Conley attended the Government-to-
Government Summit held in Lincoln City. (November)

Director Jim Willis attended and spoke at the 20th Annual Confederated Tribes of Grand
Ronde Veterans’ Pow-Wow. ODVA Veterans’ Services staff also provided outreach about
veteran benefits and services at the event. (July)

The Department requests a proclamation from the Governor’s Office each year that
recognizes National Native American Veterans’ Day. (November 7)

Each year in the spring and fall, the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs (ODVA)
conducts County Veterans’ Service Officer (CVSO) training conferences. Veteran
representatives of Oregon’s nine federally recognized tribes are invited to attend. (April
and October)

ODVA continues to invite the members of tribal governments to attend quarterly
meetings of ODVA's Veterans’ Affairs Advisory Committee (VAAC). At least one or more
of these meetings are held in locations around the state in order to allow better access
for all veterans. In the past, several of the tribes have offered locations to host these
meetings. (Quarterly)

ODVA continues to include the contact information of the nine federally recognized
Oregon tribes in the Department published Veterans’ Service Officers Directory.
(Ongoing)

ODVA regularly communicates with the nine federally recognized Oregon tribes by
including them on email lists regarding press releases, legislative updates and other
veteran-related information. (Ongoing)

ODVA continues to promote and report on tribal veteran issues, news, and events
online at http://www.oregon.gov/ODVA/Events.shtml and in the bi-monthly VETS NEWS
publication. (Ongoing)




e ODVA will continue to extend invitations to members of Oregon’s nine federally
recognized tribes to attend quarterly VAAC meetings.

e ODVA will continue to encourage its employees to participate in the Tribal Information
Day at the Oregon State Capitol.

e The Director, Deputy Director, and other staff will continue to attend meetings and
events held by tribes or pertaining to tribal veteran activities.

e ODVA representatives will continue to be involved in the Oregon Government-to-
Government Summit.

e ODVA will continue to promote and report on tribal veteran issues and events both
online at www.oregon.gov/odva and in the bi-monthly VETS NEWS publication.

e ODVA will continue to share materials, press releases and other information on a
routine basis with Tribal Chairs and tribal veteran representatives on issues relating to
veterans.

e ODVA Veterans’ Services section will continue to invite the Tribal Veterans’ Service
Officers to CVSO training conferences and to aid in providing veteran benefit
information to all Oregon’s federally recognized tribes.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jim Willis
Director



