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PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to recognize that local governments play the central 

role in carrying out the statewide planning program, which is administered by the 
Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD).  The 
purpose of this policy is also to recognize government-to-government relations 
that exist between the department and each of Oregon’s federally recognized 
tribes. 
 
Local governments have the following relationships with DLCD: 
 

• Partners in implementing the statewide planning program, instituted in 
1973 by SB 100 

• Customers requesting technical assistance and planning grants 
• Advisors to help with policy development and legislative concepts 

 
Maintaining positive relationships with local and tribal governments is a 
fundamental goal of the department. The Local and Tribal Government 
Communication Policy is intended as a checklist to ensure DLCD’s consistent 
relationships with local government and tribes remain intact. 
 
Local governments most affected by agency programs and authorities include: 
 

• Cities and counties, especially those that are experiencing high levels of 
population growth or economic development, or transportation problems 

• Regional governments, which help coordinate regional planning in urban 
areas 

• Special districts (ports, transit, utilities, education service, fire/ambulance, 
parks & recreation, etc.) 

 
In addition, agency programs have an effect on tribal planning efforts, even 
though many tribal lands are not directly subject to the state and local regulatory 
authority. To foster government-to-government relations with each of the tribes, 
the department serves on several state/tribal cluster groups. The department also 
serves as lead staff for two independent bodies: the Ocean Policy Advisory 
Council (OPAC) and the Oregon Task Force on Land Use Planning. OPAC is a 
legislatively mandated marine policy advisory body to the governor. The Task 
Force on Land Use Planning  was created by SB 82 (2005) to conduct a 
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comprehensive review of Oregon’s statewide planning program. DLCD has no 
authority over either body, but keeps local governments up to date on the work of 
both bodies. 
 
 

REFERENCE: Authorities are Oregon Administrative Rules and Oregon Revised Statutes that 
govern state/tribal relations and the actions and responsibilities of the Oregon 
Department of Land Conservation and Development. 
 

POLICY: It is the policy of the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development to ensure that local and tribal governments have the ability, 
information and access they need to actively participate in the statewide planning 
program. To accomplish this policy, the department will strive to: 
 

• Proactively contact local governments and, if applicable, their 
membership associations, and tribes to make them aware of pending 
decisions, policy changes, rule modifications, or other actions of the 
department that may affect the interests or operations of a local 
government or tribe. Such notification will be made far enough in 
advance so that affected local governments and tribes can be in a position 
to provide meaningful feedback. 

 
• Engage local government elected officials, primarily through the Local 

Officials Advisory Committee (LOAC), in a continuing dialog – both 
formal and informal – as to how the department can best assist local 
governments in the statewide planning program. (LOAC advises the Land 
Conservation and Development Commission on policies and programs 
affecting local governments.) 

 
• Ensure that the avenues of communication between local governments 

and tribes, and the department staff working with OPAC and the Oregon 
Task Force on Land Use Planning are consistently open, clear and 
accessible. 

 
• Collect feedback from local and tribal government officials on how the 

department is doing in serving the needs of local and tribal governments. 
 

• Create and update publications that can assist local governments. Key 
examples of this type of assistance are the Model Development Code for 
Small Cities and an economic development guidebook. 

 
• Continue to make more information available on the department’s Web 

site and through other outreach efforts. 
 

• Host, sponsor and participate in a variety of meetings with local 
government staff, council or commission meetings, community forums, 
association conferences, etc. Conduct LCDC roundtable discussions with 
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officials throughout the state. 
 

• Participate in coordination opportunities with tribes, individually or 
collectively, as needed to address individual land use issues and larger 
policy considerations. 

 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 
Although every attempt will be made by the department to adhere to the letter 
and spirit of the Local Government Communication Policy, there may be 
occasions where disagreements arise as to whether a good-faith attempt was 
made by staff within the department to meet this policy. 
 
In the event a local or tribal government, or group of local or tribal governments, 
wish to dispute the application of this policy, a written statement to that effect 
should be made to the manager in charge of the program area in question. That 
manager will respond to the submitted statement and, if necessary, take action to 
remedy the situation. If no action is deemed necessary, a written explanation will 
be provided to the local or tribal government. 
 
If a satisfactory result cannot be achieved though this process, a local or tribal 
government may appeal to the DLCD director. The director will, at his or her 
discretion, work to resolve the issue to the best of his or her ability. 
 

 


