Child Welfare Report to the Legislature
Chapter 238 Oregon Laws 2007 L egislative Report for 2014 And
Chapter 418.319 Oregon Laws L egislative Report for 2014
Department of Human Services

The Department of Human Services is submitting riéyi®rt to the Legislature as required by
Senate Bill 413 enacted in the 2007 Regular Letyel&ession and now part of Chapter 238
Oregon Laws 2007. This report relates to childrethe Department’s Child Foster Care
Program. As required, this report includes sixr@@ated data elements and the Department’s
2013 Child Welfare Data Bodfpreviously theStatus of Children in Oregon’s Child Protection
Systern The six (6) data elements are all related toupglates of information in thehild
Welfare Data Bookeport; however, the data elements provide infoionatovering the two
years; one ending September 2012 and one endingrSlepr 2013 (the last finalized reporting
period at the time of this report). TR812 and 2013 Child Welfare Data Bo@port covers the
federal fiscal year ending September 30 of each yea

The Department of Human Services is also submittatg to the Legislature as required by
ORS 418.319. The law sets a goal for the Departhoemive no more thad8 percent of IV-E
Eligible foster children with lengths of stay o\@*F months. The data displays two periods, the
federal fiscal year ending September 30, 2012 amdetnber 30, 2013.

Foster Care Stability

It is the goal of DHS Child Welfare to place chédrin the custody of DHS in stable foster care
placement, and maintain that stability from thetfplacement throughout their length of stay. In
the most recent reporting period, DHS Child Welfachieves this goal with 37.5 percent of the
children currently in foster care. This measureaased for the 2012 reporting period and then
decreased in the 2013 reporting period.

ORS 418-036, Section 1, Items (1) and (2)
Number of Children in Foster Care and Number with >1 Placement
for Children in Foster Care (all types)

Item
Number Description 9/30/2012 9/30/2013
1|Number of children in foster care 8,770 8,303
Number with 1 foster care placement 3,488 3,113
2|Number with >1 foster care placement 5,282 5,190
Percent with 1 placement 39.8% 37.5%
Percent with >1 placement 60.2% 62.5%

Additionally, the Federal Children’s Bureau haseleped national data measures for stability of
placement in foster care. The measures look gteheent of children with two or fewer
placements grouped by the amount of time the danildhave been in foster care. Oregon’s
performance is better than the national mediaropadnce for children in foster care through 24
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months. For children in foster care 24 months oran@regon’s performance is consistent with
the national median based on the Oregon Child amnaili7 Services Review Data Profile from
March 20, 2014, as provided by ACF.

Stability of Foster Care
Percent of Children with 2 or Fewer Placements, by Time in Care
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Number of Placements and
Number of Placement Changes,
for Children In Foster Care (All Types)

Number of
Number of Placement 9/30/2012 9/30/2013
Placements Changes Number of | Percent of [ Number of | Percent of
(Item (3)) (Item (5)) Children Total Children Total
1 0 3,488 39.8% 3,113 37.5%
2 1 2,152 24.5% 2,101 25.3%
3 2 1,199 13.7% 1,098 13.2%
4 3 640 7.3% 623 7.5%
5 4 399 4.5% 385 4.6%
6 5 253 2.9% 267 3.2%
7 6 174 2.0% 188 2.3%
8 7 123 1.4% 117 1.4%
9 8 81 0.9% 98 1.2%
10 9 60 0.7% 60 0.7%
11 10 41 0.5% 49 0.6%
12 11 35 0.4% 35 0.4%
13 12 26 0.3% 39 0.5%
14 13 21 0.2% 24 0.3%
15 14 15 0.2% 23 0.3%
16 15 12 0.1% 17 0.2%
17 16 13 0.1% 10 0.1%
18 17 12 0.1% 7 0.1%
19 18 6 0.1% 11 0.1%
20 19 3 0.0% 10 0.1%
21 20 3 0.0% 4 0.0%
22 21 4 0.0% 5 0.1%
23 22 1 0.0% 6 0.1%
24 23 1 0.0% 2 0.0%
25 24 1 0.0% 3 0.0%
26 25 1 0.0% 2 0.0%
27 26 - 0.0% 1 0.0%
28 27 2 0.0% - 0.0%
29 28 1 0.0% 2 0.0%
30 29 - 0.0% - 0.0%
31 30 1 0.0% - 0.0%
32 31 - 0.0% 1 0.0%
33 32 - 0.0% - 0.0%
34 33 - 0.0% - 0.0%
35 34 - 0.0% 1 0.0%
36 35 1 0.0% - 0.0%
37 36 - 0.0% - 0.0%
38 37 - 0.0% - 0.0%
39 38 - 0.0% 1 0.0%
40 39 - 0.0% - 0.0%
42 41 1 0.0% - 0.0%
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Placement Connections

DHS helps maintain connections for children plaicefibster care by working to place children
in their same neighborhoods, same school commanitigh relatives and by placing siblings
together.

There were 8,303 children in foster care as of aper 30, 2013. The placement settings for
children in foster care include out-of-home fostare, trial home visits and pre-adoptive
settings.

» 41.2 percent of children in foster care were plag#h relatives or were with parents where
DHS maintains legal custody of the child on 9/30/20 This percent has been improving for
the past several years, up from 31.0 percent iy 2808.

Percentage of Children in Foster care Placed with Relatives
For Children in Foster Care (All Types), ltem (6)

9/30/2012 9/30/2013
ltem
Number Type of Placement Number | Percent | Number [ Percent

Non-Relative Family Foster Home 4,308 49.1% 3,762 45.3%
Relative Family Foster Home 2,627 30.0% 2,422 29.2%
Trial Home Visit 1,035 11.8% 996 12.0%
Residential/Institutional Care 322 3.7% 303 3.6%
Pre-Adoptive Home 258 2.9% 566 6.8%
Runaway 75 0.9% 85 1.0%
Family Group Home 70 0.8% 66 0.8%
Supervised Independent Living 75 0.9% 103 1.2%

1 Total in Care on 9/30 8,770 100.0% 8,303 100.0%
Total Number Placed with Relatives or
With Biological Parents (on Trial Home

6|Visit) 3,662 41.8% 3,418 41.2%

Children who are placed in Family Foster Care isgétiare placed in Relative Caregiver Homes
(related) or Family Foster Home (non-related). dlstribution of these two placement settings
are found in the following table. The percent oidrten in family foster care who are placed
with relatives has increased by 1.3 percentagetpbrtween 2012 and 2013, a 3.4 percent
increase.

Percentage of Children in Family Foster care Placed with Relatives

ltem
Number Type of Placement 9/30/2012| 9/30/2013
Number of children in family foster care 6,935 6,184
Number placed with a relative 2,627 2,422
Percent with a relative 37.9% 39.2%
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Sibling Relationships

The existing bond and relationship between siblimgs historically been overlooked in child
welfare practice, but a number of systems have héguvecognize the need for sibling
connections and relationships. Oregon has priedtihe protection and enhancement of sibling
bonds since 2007.

* On September 30, 2013, there were 4,108 childrenitrof-home foster care who were
part of a sibling group. Of these children, 3,482.8 percent) were placed with the same
family as one or more of their siblings.

* Between March 2008 and June 2013 the percent lofrehinot placed with any sibling
improved from 19.9 percent to 17.2 percent, a p&rgéent improvement.

This sibling placement success includes identifygteggement settings with families who may
accept three or four siblings into their home. DS experienced sibling groups as large as
nine children requiring foster care placements.

Percentage of Children in Foster care Placed with Relatives
For Children in Foster Care (All Types), Item (6)

ltem
Number Description 9/30/2012 | 9/30/2013
Number of children part of a sibling
group in foster care 4,369 4,108
Number of children placed with a sibling 3,612 3,401
Percentage of foster children placed
WITH a sibling 82.7% 82.8%
Percentage of foster children placed
4|apart from siblings 17.3% 17.2%

The Department remains challenged in making andtaaing placement decisions given the
inadequate availability of relative and foster fl@si. More homes are needed in Oregon to
ensure that, at any given time or place, fosteilfasnare available for placement of children.
The Department is addressing this need througxttension of relative search and reallocation
of existing resources to recruit and retain foptents for children. These efforts utilize proven
strategies of Targeted, Child Specific and GenRealruitment efforts.

Chapter 418.319 Oregon L aws L egislative Report for 2013
The Department of Human Services is submittingdlewing data to the Legislature as
required by ORS 418.319. This report relates ttotm in the Department’s Child Foster Care

Program. The law sets a goal for the Departmehat@ no more than 33 percent of IV-E
Eligible foster children with lengths of stay o\@*F months. For the two periods shown, Oregon
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has improved performance on this measure. On theléy of September 2012, 35.0 percent of
Title IV-E Eligible Foster children were in carerf®4 or more months. By September 30, 2013
this figure reduced to 33.6 percent. This measxceeds the goal of 33.0 by 0.6 percentage
points.

Point in time IV-E Eligible Children in Foster
Care with >=24 Months in Care vs. Goal
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