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2003-2005 Budget Hearing Process 
 (OAR 809-010-0025) 
 
→ January/February, 2003: The Administrator drafted the 2003-2005 

Budget.   
→ March 10, 2003: The budget was reviewed and reworked by the 

Board at the Work Session.   
→ April 2003: All registrants were noticed of the PROPOSED 

RULEMAKING HEARING in the quarterly newsletter. 
→ June 9, 2003: A Public Hearing was called to order by Board 

Chairman David Michael.  All Board members were present.  No 
registrants presented oral or written comments for the record. 

→ June 9, 2003: The Board officially adopted the proposed rule change 
for the budget at the regularly scheduled quarterly meeting. 

→ June 13, 2003: Rule adopting budget was submitted to the 
Administrative Rules Unit. 
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FEE CHANGE 
 
 
Only one fee change occurred during the 2002 and 2003 calendar years. Effective August 
5, 2004, a $25.00 fee was established for verifying an exam score for exam candidates 
who do not choose to register with the Oregon Board.  This fee has not yet been assessed. 
 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION OF FEE CHANGE 
 
The national examination for registration is offered on two separate exam dates each 
year.  The state of California has chosen to offer the examination only one time.  Some 
Oregon examination candidates are not seeking registration in Oregon.  They are only 
seeking to pass the examination for registration elsewhere.  Although the Oregon Board 
has been very cooperative in allowing any eligible candidate to sit for the examination, 
when those candidates choose not to register in Oregon, the responsibility continues for 
Oregon to be the caretaker of their examination results.  This fee will assess such 
examination candidates for the responsibility placed on the Oregon Board.  It will be 
assessed whenever examination results are released as requested by the candidate. 
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Registration Information for 2003 and 2004 
 
The total number of active registrants remains close to what was reported to the 72nd 
Legislative Assembly.  At that time the total was 1198; now the count is 1204.  However, 
with an updated database system and due diligence at renewal time, we are now able to 
categorize our registrants.  This is especially important for budgeting purposes, as the 
Retired Geologist pay an annual fee of $10.00 versus $75.00 for those not retired.  The 
annual fee for retired CEG registrants is $10.00 versus $50.00 for those not retired.  
(Designation of retired status is acquired upon reaching age 70.  Many continue to actively 
practice with this status.) 
 
 
Total Registered Geologists (RG):   1081 

Registered Geologists with the Certified Engineering Geology (CEG) specialty 
license: 282 
 
Total Retired Geologists:      68 

Retired Geologists with the Certified Engineering Geology specialty license: 36 
 
Total Geologist-in-Training (GIT):     55 
 
 
The Board administers the national Association of State Boards of Geology (ASBOG) 
examination two times each year for registration purposes.  The Board candidates have 
continued to score above the national average in both the fundamental and practice sections 
of the examination.  A total of 95 applications for the ASBOG fundamental examination 
were processed.  A total of 65 applications for the ASBOG practice examination were 
processed.  In addition, a total of 69 candidates sat for the Oregon Geology examination.  
This examination is administered four times each year.  From those candidates submitting 
applications, 39 new GIT’s were added to the Board’s roster and 40 new RG’s were added.  
The Board also practices Cooperative registration for applicants passing the ASBOG 
examination in another state.  Seven new registrants were added via Cooperative 
registration. 
 
The Board also administers a Certified Engineering Geology examination two times each 
year.  The Washington and Oregon Boards jointly own this examination.  Twelve candidates 
applied this past year and nine new CEGs were added to the Board’s roster.  In addition, two 
candidates became registered as CEGs by Cooperative registration. 
 
No licenses were revoked or suspended during this two-year period.  The Board is currently 
involved in mediation with a Registered Geologist.  
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COMPLAINTS 
 
Following the 71st Legislative Assembly, the Oregon Board of Geologist Examiners (OSBGE) and the 
Oregon Board of Examiners for Engineering and Land Surveying (OSBEELS) began working together 
to develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  The purpose of the MOU was to establish a 
procedure for dealing with complaints against registrants practicing in an overlapping practice arena.  
Numerous meetings over the past two years have been convened.  Through this process, OSBEELS has 
determined that they lack authority for disciplining Professional Engineers (PEs) for practicing 
geology.  The statutes governing OSBGE exempt PEs so the MOU Committee has identified that a gap 
in the practice arena.  OSBEELS is taking the lead in developing statutory language that will protect the 
public from poor practice of geology by PEs.  This process has led to delays in closing cases reviewed 
by the Joint Committee. 
 
1999 
One MOU complaint was closed by OSBEELS.  OSBGE has not acted on this. 
 
2001 
Two MOU complaints were closed by OSBEELS.  OSBGE has not acted on these. 
*********************************************************************************** 
2003 
 
Eight new complaints were brought to the Board’s attention during this calendar year.  Of these eight 
complaints, seven have been closed.  One is in an ongoing mediation.  Cases were closed as follows: 

Closed Cases:  7 
 
3 Cases Closed with issuance of Letter of Concern 
2 Cases Closed with issuance of Informational Letter regarding the regulation of 

the practice of geology here in Oregon 
1 Case Closed by combining with another complaint against the same registrant 
1 Case Closed; company is out of business. 
 
************************************************************************ 
 
2004 
 
Four new cases were opened in this calendar year.  Of these four cases, one was closed, two were 
referred to the Joint Committee, and one is under review. 
 

Closed Cases:  1 
 
1 Case  Closed with issuance of an Informational Letter regarding the regulation 

of the practice of geology here in Oregon. 
 
 *********************************************************************** 
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Oregon State Board of Geologist Examiners
Public Meetings, Work Sessions, Other Meetings

2003 2004

Date Type and Location Date Type and Location

3/10/2003 Work Session, Salem 3/11/2004 Work Session, Salem

3/10/2003 Rules Hearing, Salem 3/11/2004 Regular Meeting, Salem

3/10/2003 Regular Meeting, Salem 4/12/2004 Special Board Meeting, Salem

6/9/2003 Work Session, Salem 5/5/2004 Special Board Meeting, Salem

6/9/2003 Rules Hearing, Salem 6/5/2004 Work Session, Baker City

6/9/2003 Regular Meeting, Salem 6/6/2004 Regular Meeting, Baker City

9/10/2003 Work Session, Salem 9/14/2004 Work Session, Salem

9/10/2003 Regular Meeting, Salem 9/14/2004 Regular Meeting, Salem

12/10/2003 Work Session, Eugene, U of O 12/7/2004 Work Session, Corvallis, OSU

12/10/2003 Regular Meeting, Eugene, U of O 12/7/2004 Regular Meeting, Corvallis, OSU

Totals for 2003 4 Regular Meetings Totals for 2004 4 Regular Meetings

4 Work Sessions 4 Work Sessions

2 Rules Hearings 2 Special Meetings
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OUTREACH 
 
Newsletter 
 
The newsletter is published four times each year.  It is U.S. Mailed to all our registrants, 
to all Oregon cities over 9000, to all Oregon counties, and to those names on our public 
mailing list. The newsletter provides names of new registrants as well as listing registrant 
names with lapsed registrations.  The newsletter has been a powerful tool for keeping 
registrants updated on compliance cases.  It is also used to annually provide the Board’s 
CODE OF CONDUCT and to remind registrants of their responsibility to provide 
information to the Board of unlicensed practitioners. In addition, the quarterly newsletter 
is forwarded to each university geology department chairperson.  The chairperson is 
asked to post the newsletter so that is available to college students. 
 
University 
 
Campus exposure by the Board is critical. Future Registered Geologists are on college 
campuses.  It is important that they are aware that the profession they are choosing is 
regulated.  The Board is on course to meet on every major university campus in Oregon.  
In 2003, the December Board meeting was held at the University of Oregon, Eugene.  In 
2004, the Board meeting was held at Oregon State University, Corvallis.  Future Board 
meeting locations include Southern Oregon University, Ashland and Western Oregon 
University, Monmouth.  A rotation schedule has been established so that the Board will 
annually meet on a university campus.  
 
For the second consecutive year, the Board spoke with an Oregon State University class.  
Information about the regulation of the practice as well as information about the 
examination process was shared.  The Board hopes to make the presentation to more 
university campuses.   
 
Website 
 
The website continues to be our major source of information, not only for registrants, but 
for anyone interested in the regulation of geology.  All meeting minutes, newsletters, 
application forms, and reports and guidelines of the Board are available on the web page.  
In addition, answers to most frequently asked questions as well as a registrant list are 
posted on the web. 
 
Additional Outreach 
 
The Board held their June 2004 meeting in Baker City.  Notices were directed to 
registrants living within an hour radius.  Newspapers within that radius were also 
provided with the Meeting Notice.  No registrants or public chose to attend.  The Board 
set policy following that meeting to make the university campus meeting the  “outstate” 
meeting each year. 
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REVENUE INCREASE; REVENUE EXPENDED 
 
Revenue Source 1999-2001 2001-2003 Difference 

Application Fee 4,050.00 7,050.00 +3,000.00
CEG Examination Fee 780.00 1850.00 +1070.00

RG License Renewal Fee 166,523.00 170,709.00 +4,186.00
Restoration Fee 2,651.00 4,750.00 +2,099.00

Over 70 RG Renewal Fee 1100.00 1390.00 +290.00
Over 70 CEG Renewal Fee 710.00 660.00 -50.00

Interest Income 10,565.56 4,977.09 -5,588.47
TOTALS 186,379.56 191,386.09 5,006.53

 
 
The above figures reflect that numerous revenue sources did show an increase.  Although 
license renewal fees were not increased, the total income from those fees did increase.  
This was partially due to new registrants, and partially due to lapsed registrants who 
chose to activate their registration.  However, you will note the substantial decrease in 
interest income that offset the renewal fee increase. 
 
Another trend noted in the Revenue Source comparisons above is the increase in the over 
70 RG Renewal Fee of $290.00.  This means that 29 more registrants have moved from 
the annual fee of $75.00 to an annual fee of $10.00.  That is actually a decline in 
projected income of $2175.00 during the biennium. 
 
There was an overall increase in revenue from the 1999-2001 to 2001-2003 biennium of 
$4,302.42.  During the 2001-2003 biennium, the Board incurred $30,541.73 of Attorney 
fees.  This was up from $20,543.56 during the 1999-2001 biennium.  This was where the 
increased revenue was expended during the 2001-2003 biennium. 
 
As a semi-independent state agency, the Board is not eligible to borrow money through 
the Emergency Board process.  In 1999, the Board established the need to build a reserve 
to cover a six-month operating budget and a fund for compliance hearing costs.  The 
overall net income of $17,305.57 during the 2001-2003 biennium is set aside in the 
reserve account. 
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DISCHARGING LAWFUL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
The Board continues to discharge all lawful responsibilities.  The following list includes many 
of the responsibilities the Board discharged during the past two years. 
 
ORS 672.525 directs the Board to oversee the practice, including dealing with non-registered 
geologist.  The Board solicits assistance from Registered Geologists to act as eyes and ears of 
the Board in the practice community.  Through the compliance process, four letters were 
issued during the past two years informing non-registered individuals about the practice of 
geology. 
 
ORS 672.545 allows the practice of geology by certain other professionals.  The Board has 
pressed onward through the Memorandum of Understanding to seek resolution to complaints 
against Professional Engineers.  The Joint Committee has met to discuss and settle various 
cases.  And through these discussions, a practice gap was identified.  The Board anticipates 
that a statutory change will occur during the 73rd Legislative Session to correct this gap. 
 
ORS 672.555 requires that applicants meet certain qualifications.  In recent years, the Board 
discovered that some applicants with a geology degree do not have the minimum number of 
geology hours required of those not having a degree.  The Board attempted to correct this 
qualification concern during the 72nd Legislative Assembly but the bill did not make it out of 
committee.  SB80 is in the pipeline for the 73rd Legislative Assembly.  The Board is hopeful 
that this bill will move forward. 
 
ORS 672.565 allows for the establishment of Professional Affairs Committee.  A very active 
Hydrogeology Report Guideline Committee is currently developing a document.  A 
Professional Practice Committee is developing a White Paper which discuss various practice 
arenas in the field of geology. 
 
ORS 672.595 allows for individuals registered in other states to use those qualifications to 
register in Oregon.  During this reporting period, 7 Geologists and 2 Engineering Geologists 
registered via this statute.  
 
ORS 672.615 requires that the Board hold at least two meetings per year.  The Board met 
quarterly during both years.  Meeting days included both an informal work session and a 
formal meeting.  In addition, two special meetings were convened.  Two Board Member 
changes have occurred during the reporting period.  The State Geologist retired and the newly 
appointed State Geologist Vicki McConnell is now serving in the ex-officio capacity.  In 
addition, the public member moved out of state after serving for five years.  An immediate 
appointment was made to complete the one-year remaining in the term.  Board members are 
very committed and absences are almost nonexistent. 
 
ORS 672.635 requires that records of all proceedings be maintained.  Such records are 
available on the Board’s website (www.osbge.org).  The Legislative Fiscal Office (LFO) 
conducted a review of eight semi-independent Boards during the summer of 2004.  The LFO 
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auditor spent time perusing the minutes and other documents on file in the Board office.  The 
final report of that review can be located at: 

http://landru.leg.state.or.us/comm/lfo/Dec_04_Agenda_Materials_Audit.pdf. 
 
 The Board was also audited by the Secretary of State for a three years period ending June 30, 
2003.  A copy of that audit is enclosed with this report.  
 
ORS 672.665 directs the Board to review any charges brought against a geologist.  The Board 
is currently in mediation with a Registered Geologist due to a citizen complaint. 
 
ORS 672.690 allows the Board to issue civil penalties.  The Board issued one civil penalty 
during the reporting period.  However, the company is located in Washington State and the 
Board has been unable to collect on the penalty. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE BOARD 
 
The Board continues to operate as a semi-independent state agency with one paid employee, 
the Administrator.  It continues to follow the adopted rules of the Department of 
Administrative Services for personnel, contracting and purchasing.  The Board budget has 
benefited from numerous events during the reporting period.  The Board office relocated and 
substantial savings have resulted.  Due to the wage freeze imposed by the Governor for the 
2003-05 Biennium, the Board reaped additional savings.  A volunteer has completed five 
years of service as the Board’s Webmaster and newsletter Design Editor.  In addition, a new 
volunteer joined the Board staff in July 2003 doing general office assistance.   




