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PURPOSE

The purpose of this report is to comply with ORS 810.434 and provide the Oregon State
Legislature a process and outcome evaluation for the City of Albany Photo Red Light Program.

BACKGROUND

On February 26, 2007, the City of Albany entered into an agreement with Redflex Traffic
Systems, Inc. for Red Light Photo Enforcement Services. Based on traffic accidents, citations
and community input, the first intersection selected was Queen Avenue and Geary Street. This
intersection ranked in the top ten intersections that the citizens of Albany identified as a traffic
safety concern. Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. coordinated a video survey to validate the safety
concerns and the location’s suitability for installing red light cameras. The video survey showed
that there were 96 red light violations in a 12-hour span on February 26, 2007.

The red light cameras at Queen Avenue and Geary Street have been operational for 18 months.
The Albany Police Department began authorizing Warning Letters on September 1, 2007, The
Warning Period ended on December 19, 2007 and the Albany Police Department began
authorizing Citations on December 20, 2007.

THE EFFECT OF THE USE OF CAMERAS ON TRAFFIC SAFETY

Red light cameras have not been in operation long enough in the City of Albany to definitively
quantify their impact on traffic safety. Three sets of data assist in measuring red light camera
effectiveness. Violation rates measure the degree of driver behavior modification. Oregon
Department of Transportation (ODOT) crash data for disregarding a Red-Amber-Green signal
specifically measures crashes as a result of running red lights. Albany Police Department traffic
accident data for a 250-foot radius around the intersection measures the positive umbrella effect
of the red light cameras and accounts for possible negative effects of the cameras such as an
increase in rear end collisions.

For the intersection of Queen Avenue and Geary Street, violation data appears to be the best
measurement for behavior modification. Figure 1 shows historical citation data for calendar year
2003 through 2007. During this time the average number of citations issued for running a red
light each year was 10, with a high of 13 citations in 2004 and a low of seven citations in 2006.

Albany Photo Red Light Enforcement Evaluation Page 1




Citations Issued
ALBANY, OREGON

@ -

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

# Queen/Geary

Figure 1. Red light citations issued from 2003 through 2007.
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Figure 2. Red light citations issued in 2008.

In 2008, the Albany Police Department issued 1119 citations for running red lights using the red
light cameras at this intersection (Figure 2). That is over an 8500 percent increase from 2004,
the year with the highest citations for the previous five years. This dramatic increase gives a
clearer picture of the true red light running problem that exists at the intersection. While it is still
100 early to determine the effect of the cameras on driver behavior, citations issued in 2008 will
serve as a good basis for future comparisons.

Currently ODOT crash data for disregarding a Red-Amber-Green signal is not available for all of
2008. However, caution must be used when comparing this data when it becomes available.

Because of the small numbers of crashes, a small increase or decrease in collision data will
- ]
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appear as a large percentage change. The historical data for a crash resulting from disregarding a
Red-Amber-Green signal is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. ODOT crash data for disregarding a Red-Amber-Green signal.

Traffic accident data from the Albany Police Department shows a 14 percent decrease in traffic
accidents from 2007 to 2008. However, there has been overall downward trend for traffic
accidents over the past ten years. Based on the overall trend, it is not currently possible to
determine whether the decrease was a result of the cameras or other environmental influences.
Historical traffic accident data is shown in Figure 4.

Traffic Accidents (Queen/Geary)
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Figure 4. Traffic accidents within 250 feet of Queen Avenue and Geary Street reported to the Albany Police
Departinent.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN AND
DEGREE OF PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OF THE USE OF CAMERAS

As part of a media campaign, the City of Albany provided public service announcements for
local television and radio. The Albany Democrat-Herald newspaper also published a number of
articles leading up to and during implementation. Several of these articles are attached. In
February 2005 and March 2005, the City of Albany Red Light Photo Enforcement Workgroup
sent out a survey to the citizens of Albany. The results found that 62 percent of Albany residents
“support” or “strongly support” the implementation of a red light enforcement program.. Citizens
-were also presented with the opportunity to identify the most dangerous intersections and express
opinions in favor of or against the program. The survey results are attached.

One recent letter to the editor published in the Albany Democrat-Herald on April 28, 2008
highlighted one citizen’s public support for the program as well as the perceived impact of the
cameras on driver behavior.

“As I am now noticing that drivers tend to be a little more careful while approaching the
intersection of Geary and Queen, am beginning to wonder what other intersections may benefit
from the red-light camera technology. It seems as though every single day I notice someone
rushing through a light change, or not paying attention to pedestrians who have the cross signal,
at the intersection of Elm and Queen.

And what frightens me the most with this one is this is normally in the morning, right before
school, when traffic is very heavy coming from every direction. And a quick glance at the cars as
they whiz by on a red shows it is not the teenage drivers that are doing this. Please slow down;
the seconds you save getting through that light are not worth the risk.

And Albany, consider this intersection next, before someone’s child gets hurt trying to cross this
busy intersection.”

PROCESS OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE USE OF CAMERAS

Red light citations are issued after a multistep process agreed upon by the Albany Municipal
Court, the Albany Police Department and Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. and in compliance with
applicable Oregon Revised Statutes.

The red light camera system is connected to the traffic signal. The camera is activated only after
the traffic signal turns red. Sensors in the street detect violations, causing the cameras fo take
pictures and save a 12 second video clip. This information is then encrypted to ensure that it is
not tampered with. The vendor downloads violation data on a daily basis. At this point, the
vendor takes up to five business days to determine if the violation data meets strict quality
control standards. These standards include checking for a clear image of the driver’s face, a
clear image of the license plate, a clear image of the red light before the vehicle passes the stop
line and after the vehicle passes the stop line, and a gender match with the registered owner of
the vehicle. Attached is a Customer Management Report from January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008 showing violations and the reason violations were rejected.

e A —
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The vendor presents the violations that have passed the quality control standards to the Albany
Police Department for officer authorization. Officers use a secure website to review violation
images and a 12 second video of the violation. Officers will also compare violation data to
Department of Motor Vehicle data. If the officer determines that a violation has occurred, the
officer will authorize a citation. If not, the officer will reject the violation. Officer discretion
and the officer determining that there was a safe turn on red or a safe stop comprised 54 percent
of all violation rejections. This takes place within three business days of receiving the violation
from the vendor.

The vendor will mail the citation on or before the tenth business day. Included in the mailing is
the citation, a Certificate of Innocence or Affidavit of Non-Liability in the case of a business, and
information explaining how the defendant can view the violation images and video online and a
respond-by date.

A Certificate of Innocence is a document that will be included in the mailing of the citation,
which will allow the registered owner to fill out stating that he/she was not the driver of the
vehicle at the time of the violation. The registered owner will mail the completed Certificate of
Innocence to the Albany Municipal Court who will dismiss the original citation. The Court will
then forward the Certificate of Innocence to the Albany Police Department, who will compare
the violation images to the registered owner’s driver’s license photograph to determine if a match
éxists. Ifthe police determine that the registered owner was the driver, they will forward the
Certificate of Innocence to the vendor to reissue the citation within ten (10) days of receipt of the
form. The citation will contain a new citation number, date of issue and respond-by date. If the
police determine that the registered owner was not the driver, no further action will be taken,
since the citation was already dismissed by the court. The registered owner is not required to
identify the person operating the vehicle.

When a citatton is issued in the name of a “business” an Affidavit of Non-Liability is included
with the citation. This form will give the registered owner the opportunity to identify who was
operating the vehicle at the time of the violation. The Albany Municipal Court will receive the
Affidavit of Non-Liability, dismiss the original citation against the registered owner and forward
the Affidavit to the Police Department. The police will forward the Affidavit to the vendor
together with a cover memorandum directing that the citation be reissued to the named driver.
The vendor will update the record to reflect the name and address of the driver as shown on the
Affidavit of Non-Liability and process the new citation.

Defendants may also pursue traditional methods to have the citation dismissed. They may plead
not guilty, have a court trial and be found not guilty by a judge.

In September 2008, Albany Police Department Traffic Officers, the Albany Municipal Court
Judge and the City Attorney reviewed the authorization process. The result was a more stringent
standard for approving violations and a focus on the more serious safety issues. Even though
they are valid violations, officers will routinely reject incidents in which the defendant stops in
the crosswalk or after the stop line and when the defendant comes to an “almost” complete stop.
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CONCLUSION

Although it is too soon to quantify the effect of red light cameras on improving traffic safety at
the intersection where they are currently installed, early results appear to show some positive
impact. The Albany Police Department will continue to closely monitor and evaluate future data
in order to determine its overall impact on improving traffic safety for our community.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this report is to provide results and feedback from a public survey by the Red
Light Photo Enforcement Workgroup in February and March 2005.

BACKGROUND

In 2003, there were an estimated 259 vehicle accidents at red light intersections in Albany,
equating to an estimated $2,590,000 for bodily injury and $647,500 for property damage. On
October 25, 2004, the Albany City Council approved a workgroup to assess the prospect of Red
Light Photo Enforcement. In February and March of 20035, the Red Light Photo Enforcement
Workgroup sent out a public survey to the citizens of Albany. The purpose of the survey was to
assist the workgroup in assessing the need and public support for a Red Light Photo Enforcement
program for the city.

METHODOLOGY

Research Method. Because the workgroup was primarily interested in stadying the attitudes and
opinions of the public, it decided that a survey was the best way to collect data. A survey also
allowed the workgroup to obtain feedback and identify red light intersections which the public
perceived as the most hazardous.

Rival Causal Factors. A rival causal factor is an unaccounted for variable which might tend to
invalidate the findings. The primary rival causal factor which could have impacted the survey is
selection bias. Selection bias can have negative impacts on the ability to infer findings beyond
the group studied by failing to use a representative selection of the population for study. The
workgroup discussed different ways to eliminate the possibility of selection bias which resulted
in selecting three different survey dissemination methods.

Survey Dissemination. The workgroup utilized three different methods to disseminate surveys.
Approximately 20,000 surveys were mailed with utility bills. 150 surveys were placed at the
Main Library, the Downtown Carnegie Library and City Hall and were restocked as necessary.
Finally, an internet website was established for individuals who wished to take the survey online.
The workgroup issued press releases for radio stations and Iocal newspapers in an effort to gain
the largest amount of responses possible. As a result the workgroup was able to reach the
greatest number of citizens at a minimal cost.

Survey Design. The workgroup determined six areas that needed to be addressed: level of
perceived safety risk, significance of the problem, perceived benefit of a red light photo
enforcement program, support for a red light photo enforcement program, suggestions or
comments which might aid the workgroup, and identification of problem red light intersections.

Survey Pretest. The workgroup drafted the survey and then presented it to coworkers to check
for design, clarity and completeness. This served as a pretest and validation for the survey. The
workgroup then made minor modifications. A copy of the survey is attached as Enclosure 1.
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results

Cost. The total cost for the survey was $1630.26. This money was paid out of the Albany Police
Department printing and binding budget.

Controls. Internet surveys were tracked by IP address as a control measure against inflating
survey results. A member of the workgroup reviewed and analyzed all mail surveys to determine
whether there were any indications of attempts to skew the results of the survey. There was only
one instance where unique comments indicated that two surveys could have come from the same
person. A decision was made to include these surveys in the results.

RESULTS

Based on the results of the survey, about 62% of Albany residents “support” or “strongly
support” implementation of a red light photo enforcement program. The high level of support
indicates that residents perceive red light running and the associated risk of crashes to be a
serious problem within the community. The workgroup received a total of 1751 completed
surveys, of which 130 were completed on-line. Based on the number of surveys received, the
results have a confidence level of 95% and a margin of error of +/- 2.38 percent. Charts showing
responses to questions dealing with risk, problem, benefit, and support can be found at the end of
this report.

PROBLEM INTERSECTIONS

The bar chart below indicates intersections identified by survey respondants as being problem
intersections with regard fo red light running. The intersections identified by red bars were also
identified as being in the Top 10 for problem intersections based on colhs1on and red light
citation data from January 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004.

Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results

SURVEY COMMENTS

Of the 1751 surveys received, 41.5 percent (727) had comments. A sample of 200 comments
was analyzed. From this group, 11 categories of comments were developed. Each of the 727
comments was then placed in one of the categories. The categories are as follows:

Other Priorities. o Red Light Photo Enforcement
Comm.ent.S placed in this Survey Comments 82, 5%
group indicated that the 122,8% 103, 6%

City of Albany does not 73,4%

have enough of a problem
to warrant a red light photo

enforcement program. Sl 57, 3%
Individuals in this category 1024, 59% B 54 3%
generally believed that 7 '

there were other priorities
such as dealing with the

drug problem and property 28,1%=134, 2% 37, 2%
crimes. Pursuing the red W Other Priorities w Real Problem m Support

light photo enforcement W Traffic Signal/Flow W Unrelated Support 1 More Info
program was considered a B Unrelated PrivacyiDistrust Govt B Unrelated Oppose
waste of time and money. & Revenue Making Police O Taxes

This was the primary m No Comment

category for individuals
who strongly opposed and slightly opposed a red light photo enforcement program.

Real Problem. Comments placed in this category indicated that the City of Albany has a real
problem with red light runners. Individuals generally related a personal story of observing red
light runners, nearly getting hit by a red light runner or actually being hit by one. This was the
most significant category among those who strongly support a red light photo enforcement
program. :

Support. Comments placed in this category indicated general support for a red light photo
enforcement program but did not address any other area.

Traffic Signals/Traffic Flow. Comments placed in this category addressed concerns about the
length of the amber cycle of red lights, delayed red cycles and traffic congestion. Individuals
generally stated that if we fixed the signal or congestion problem, the issue of red light running
would go away. ‘

Unrelated Support. Comments placed in this category indicated support for a red light program,
but commented on other unrelated topics.

Unrelated Oppose. Comments placed in this category indicated opposition to a red light
program, but commented on other unrelated topics.
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results

Need More Information. Comments placed in this category indicated the need for more
information. In general there were concerns about how the camera system would work and how
police would enforce it.

Privacy/Distrust of Government. Comments placed in this category indicated a perceived
invasion of privacy or distrust of government. In general, comments referenced “Big Brother,”
invasion of privacy and constitutional rights.

Revenue Making. Comments placed in this category indicated that the sole purpose for the
program was to raise revenue for the city. Individual in this category generally felt that the City
of Albany should not be making money and that they already paid too much to the city in taxes
and fees.

Police. Comments placed in this category indicated the desire to have police enforce the red
light intersections instead of cameras even if it meant paying for additional police officers.

Taxes/Financial Burden. Comments placed in this category indicated concerns about increased
taxes to fund the program or whether or not the program would pay for itself,

-CONCLUSION

The survey resulted in valuable community feedback. The citizen’s of Albany have identified
red light running as a high risk problem. They believe that a red light enforcement program will
benefit the City and they support its implementation.

A red light photo enforcement program will benefit the City of Albany in several ways. First and
foremost is increased safety for both the public and police officers. Red light cameras would
allow police officers to focus efforts on the “bigger problems™ voiced by many of those who
opposed a red light photo enforcement program because there were other priorities. Safeguards
are in place to ensure privacy of individuals. For example, red light cameras are only active
during the red cycle of the light; they are not continuously taking pictures. Vendors also provide
audit trails of everything that happened to photographs from the time the photo was taken to the
time the citation is issued. The system is cost neutral to the City and is paid for out of fines
obtained from violators. Implementation would not cause an increase in taxes.

Based on a review of the operation and success of red light photo enforcement programs in other
cities and the results of the community survey undertaken in Albany, the workgroup is of the
unanimous opinion that Albany should develop and implement a red light photo enforcement
program.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A threshold question for Council is whether or not the information presented to date and the
results of the community survey justify proceeding down the path toward implementation of a
red light photo enforcement program. If the answer to that question is “yes”, staff recommends
Council authorize staff to request proposals from vendors to implement a red light photo
enforcement program in Albany. Proposals received would be evaluated by staff and then
presented to Council for a final decision on whether to implement a red light photo enforcement
program.
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results

Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey
Safety Risk

11, 1%
30, 2%

267, 15%

414, 24% 1029, 58%

E—Iigh Risk & Medium Risk & Low Risk mNo Risk M No Response [

Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey

Problem

510, 29%
469, 27% ,

664, 38%

m Great Problem & Medium Problem m Low Problem m No Problem & No Response—’
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Resulls

Red Light Photo Enforcement
Benefit

569, 33%

422, 24%

478, 27%

!iGreat Benefit @ Medium Benefit @ Low Benefit m No Benefit m No Response

Red Light Photo Enforcement Program
Support

393, 22% 31,2%

676, 38%

238, 14%

413, 24%

LI Strongly Favor B Slightly Fawor & SlighllyOppose B Strongly Oppose B No Response\
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In 2003 there were an estimated 259 vehicle accidents at red light intersections in Albany, equating
to an estimated $2,590,000 for bodily injury and $647,500 for property damage. On October 25,
2004, the Albany City Council approved a workgroup to assess the prospect of Red Light Photo
Enforcement. The workgroup is currently looking into red light photo enforcement options to
increase the safety of the community with no additional financial burden. The purpose of this
survey is to assist the workgroup in assessing the need and public support for a Red Light Photo
Enforcement program. Thank you for your assistance.,

Please check all of your responses.

. Do you think there is a safety risk as a result of people running
red lights?

High Risk  Medium Risk  Low Risk No Risk
Q Qa a (|

. How would you describe the problem of red light running in
Albany?

Great Medium Low No
Problem Prablem Problem Problem
a W O 0

. How do you think the City of Albany will benefit from a Red
Light Phota Enforcement program?

Great Medium Low No
Benefit Benefit Benefit Benefit
Q d Q Q

. How would you describe your support of a Red Light Photo Enforcement program in Alhany?

Strongly Slightly ~ Slightly Strongly
Favor Favor Oppose Oppose
.l a Q a

. Please provide any comments or suggestions which might assist the workgroup with its assessment.
{Attach additional sheets if necessary.)

ITEM #6 OF SURVEY CONTINUES ON OPPOSITE SIDE p>




6. If you believe red light running is a problem in Albany, at which intersections do you believe there to be a
problem? Below is a partial list of intersections with traffic signals. Place the numbers of the intersections in
the blanks below. If you believe there is a problem at a traffic signal not listed, please write that intersection
in a blank provided. Please list no more than five.

LEGEND: S
. 1 14th Ave and Geary St 8 Pacific Blvd and Hill St
2 9th Ave and Geary St 8 Pacific Blvd and Queen Ave
3 9th Ave and Hill St 10 Queen Ave and Geary St
4 9th Ave and Lyon St 11 Santiam Hwy and Clay St
.. {Railroad Station) 12 Santiam Hwy and Spicer Rd
5 Hwy 20 and Springhill Dr 13 Santiam Hwy and Waverly Dr
, 6 Pacific Blvd and 34th Ave 14 Waverly Dr and Queen Ave
? 7 Pacific Bivd and Geary St

12

Thank you for your assistance.

. ALBANY

‘ POLICE
DETARFMENT
VN




'-ﬁlﬁauy'D'emoefat Hefaldi Prititable Version

‘Last modified: Friday, Novembor 5, 2004 42:23 PM PST

-Ailba'r_'l‘_y:iiﬁéyfta ke a year to study red-light cameras

Albzny Democrat-Herald

It may be af. leasta year be": : re.a city work group completes a study of whether to inistall red-light cameras at any Albany intersections,
Police Chief Joe Simon said Wednesday

 "We want to do a thorough job-on this,* he said.
The City Cotmci last week authorized the police departrﬁé’nt to form‘a group to study the issue.
Simoh said the group has not yet been formed. When it is he sald itlikely will includé representatives from vanous c:ty departments.

"We're probably sl$o going to do-a survey of the pubhc

' e_'sald

Red-light ¢ caferas take plctures of vehicles that enter an’ intersectlon after a traffic signal turns red. The registered owners then may be
-maited tlckels

The chlef said the Albany study would include a traffic analysrs and engineering study at any intersection where such-an installation might
be consu:lered

‘Simon said "'e:d sagreed w _th_ aneditorial in the Democrat-Herald that suggested that lengthening the yellow: phase of traffic slgna!s might
lessen the‘nurnber of red-hght funiners.

No matler ht w'iiong a 51gnat stays on amber, he said, the number of \nolations would remain the same.

Inhis e exp rlence. dnvers typlcaliy run red lights bécause: they are not paytng ‘attention and driving fao fast, not beuuse they are trapped
by thi’ shortness of the yeliow phase. .

The council authunzed 'a‘study of red-ight cameras as a viay fo cut down on traffic crashes.

The police department calculated that on average, Albeny has. 259 motor.vehicle collisions a year, with an estimated cost of more than
“$2.5 million for injuries and neardy. 5650 000 for property. damage _

The average crash results in costs of $10,000 fer.m]uﬁes-and $27500 for property damage, according o a pelioe' me'r'hof!o‘fhe council.

Thee veorst intersections fortraffic crashes and red-!nght violations eombmed are Santiam and Waverly;, Geary and Queen; Pacrﬁc and

Geary, Ninth anid Geary, and Pacific and Queen, according to the depariment.
The chief emphasized that red-light cameras may-not be the answer, depending on what the study finds.

Lake Oswego, he said, had decided against cameras as not being cost-effective.

Copyright © 2009 Albany Democrat Herald, A Lee Enterprises subsidiary
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Albany Democrat Herald: Priritable Version

Last moiified: Saturday, August 6, 2005 5:48 PM PDT

-Albany**"‘t:ll studying red-llght cameras

BubAibany mocrAt-Herald

‘Albariy officials have not forgotten about fhe proposal to install cameras to catch red-light runners at busy intersections.
But a work group studying the issue Is taking s time a_no ‘has hot-yet feached a-recomsnendation.
The City Council authorized formation of the working group in October. B
The most s"i'griiclérii acfivify since then was a survey in'March. The clty mailed about 20 000-quesﬁonnéiros -

"We actually got a prétty good turnout," said Patrick Hurley, lhe ciime analyst i in the poice department who is staffi ing. the red-laght study
group.

The our'vey"dréw 1,751 responses.

‘Some 1, 029 of the respondents indicated they thought there was a high risk to safety at some Albany irifersections; and- another 414 said
“the'fisk was medmm h:gh

er red Iight running was a prablem, 510 said it was a great problem, 664 said a medium problem, 469 said it was a smal! problem-
.'and 85_saw 0 problem

benefit from having camera enforoement? Five Kundred and sidy-nine saw a great beriefit, 478 a med:umibeneﬁt 422 a
fitand 244 no'benefit. ; ‘

port the use of red-light cameras? Somé 681 indicated strong suppori, 413 were shghtiy in favor 238 were sltghﬂy agamst
8 we strong!y opposed

The survey forrn aIso asked people to rarnk problem |rrtersecuons

: Paoiﬁc and Queen got 144 votes, followed by Ninth and Lyon with 133, U.8. 20 and Spring Hill with 127, Santlam and Waverly w:th 127
also, and Queer and. Geary with 117.

Hurléy sald the pubhcs rankings matched up fairly well with acc‘f'de‘nt statistics.

Rurley said he was sl compiling the additional commen peopte made on the questionnaire. But he hoped the worklng group, composed

of city employees invelved with safety and traffic issues, could meet ‘again in about a miorth,

Whatever the working group recommends will then'go fo the Gity Council.

Hurley stressed again, as Police Chief Joe Simon has before, that the cameras would nof be used for surveillance.

They wold be triggered only by & vehicle entering an intersection after the Tight has turmed red. Someone then would read the license
plate dand send the registered owner a citation.

Copyright @ 2009 Afbany Democrat Herald, A Lee Enterprises subsidiary
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Albany panel to report on red-light cameras
By Hasso hering

Albany Democrat-Herald
The city of Albany is about to take the next step in its yeer-long study of whether to install cameras at some intersections to ‘catch red-light
runners, _

Last Octaber the City Couricil authorized the police department to form & work group to study the idea in order to cut down'on red-light
-runiing and prevent accidents,

Now the group is ﬁnishmg its report and plans to submit it to the courcil the first or second week in October,- said Patnck Huriey, thie
analystin the police department who has been staffing the work group _

pmblem at some

The'group will recommend that the city ask for proposals for an-gngineering. study to vesify that red-light vi
intersectlons .arid if the ‘engineers agree that it's a problem,’ have @ .¢onfractor install cameras at & ooup]e of: ersection;

“The council will be asked whether # approves of installation of red-light cameras, Hurley said. if not, there would be no pomt go:ng ahead
“with'the eng’ ineeting study. .

"-Red' ht cameras ‘are triggered when a vehicle enters an: intersection after the signal has turned red. After a rewew of the resulﬂng image
“by the;po!tce, the registered owner.gets a-citation in the mail. .

':'Huﬂey‘sa:d the WQrk group would recommend that a ountractor operate and maintain the camera system 'réihef'ih ri th c;tyownmgit '

Last March the city conducted a survey.on the issue, ma;hng abuut 20 0600 questionnaires and getting 4 751 respon 588, '

“Sonie 681 ind:mted stronig support for red-light cameras, 413 were sllghtiy in favor, 238 were slightly agamst and 388 were stmngly
‘opposed; the ¢ty reported at the time.

‘Copyright © 2008 Albany Democrat Herald, A Lee Enterprises subsidiary
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-light cameras up for city OK
ALBANY DEMOCRAT—HERALD

Red-light runners in Albany, pay attertfion.

The city is getting another step closer in attempting to crack down on those who persistently or madvertently_run_red Ilghls

On Wednesday, the City Council is expected fo pick Redfiex Traffic Systems of Culver Gity, Calif., to supply red: ‘canieras
‘Albany.

The council meséts at 7:15 p.m. at City Hall.

-Patrick Huﬂey. the cririie analyst at the Albany Police Department who has researchied the possibility of ;nsiallmg the mmeras “said today
- Redflex best meets the city’s needs: The city would lease the eqmpment from Redflex. : _

He said the company already has cameras working in Newberg,- Beaverton and Medford, and Salem probably 'l'ﬁiré 'tﬁé‘.’ﬁ‘rm aswell.

As proposed, the contract would be for three years with optrons ‘torenew each year for seven years. At that pomt 1 e “éify;arid'ﬁedﬂex

could look at reriégotiation.
The city and the company would spiit the revenue from fines.

The clty must: decede where to: place the cameras. Several recommendat:ons are under discussion. State law allows up to eight cameras in
‘cifies'with more than 30 000 people.

Based on irterviews;: crash data and observation hereis a Iisi of potential sites:

Pdcific. Boulevard and. Quean Avenue, Ninth Avenue and Lydn ‘Street; Highway 20 and Spring Hill Drivé; Santlam nghway and Waverly
--Street Queen and ‘Géaty Street, Ninth:and Geary, Pacific and. Geary, and Pacific and 34th.

' Cameras will snap photographs of véhicles running red lights. The phictos will go 10 the palice, who will’ dectde whatherto mall a ticket,
which would go tothé vehicle's registered owner.
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Red-light camera contract gets green Ilght from city
By the Democrat-Hersld

Onee the deal is signed, infersections will be selected where the cameras are to be installed
Cameras that take pictures of red-light runners now are expected to be installed in Albany in about three months.
‘Cameras were expected to be on the job last fall. Then the t‘a’rgetrda'te was Ehanged to the first of the year and then fo early spring.

Albany’ Police Chief Ed Boyd said coritract negotiations are taking’ Ionger than expected because of the number of peop!e involved in
Tepeated reviews.

The City Couricil on Wednesday voted unanimously to authorize Boyd to sign a.contract between the city and camera provider Redflex
Traffic Systems of Culver City, Calif.

Boyd told the council that once the contract is signed, representatives from Redfiex and the police department will dnve around the city to
select the intersections for the cameras.

Several have been identified as possibilities:

Paific Boulevard at Queen Avenue, Ninth Avenue and Lyon Street, Highway 20 and Spring Hill Drive, Santiam Highway and Waverly
Drive; Queeri and Geary Streat, Ninth and Geary, Pacific and Geary:and Pacific and 34th Avenue.

Whien the cameras.are operating, Redfiex will issiie tlckets (4 dr_wels that are photographed enitering an intersection after the light has
tumed red. Police will review the photos before a traffic t4d<et ls.-marled 10 the registered owner.

The registered vehicle owner will be notified by mait of an mfractron II‘I 10 days or less. The nofification includes photographs the ticket and
"Cerhficataon of Innocence form. Directions will bie included on what to do if the driver bélieves there was o wo!atton :

‘Atthe same time, poIlce have accéss to a secure Web site and can réview potential viclations. Police will view four: photographs that
inchide picturesof llcense plates, the vehicle and the driver.

The city will split the fines with the company when they are paid. o f
Boyd told the couniil it would be about three months before any cameras are installed.
He also sald the public will be notified where the cameras are fo'be instalisd.

The exact terms of the contract - such as how many Intersections and what percentage of ticket reveniie would go to the city and the
‘company, respeciively — were not made clear.

City Manager Wes Hare said today the company would install the system at no charge in hopes of earning a profit on ticket revenue.
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The first aie installed at intersection of Queen Aventie and ‘Geary Streef

. Albany is abot ready to start snapping photos of drivers when they run fed lights.
ical contractor for the camera compary. Redﬂex ‘of Culvér: ‘City, Callf.,
eras on two approaches to the intersection of Geary Street and

ay start operating as early as Saturday; police: spokesman Eric Carter
This will be followed by 30 days when ‘gnyonie the cameras catch
7iot an actual ficket.

es signs are required at the intersection and possubiy at the entrances to

' ;ntract with Redflex, the company bears the cost of installing and operatmg
m in return for a share of any ficket revenue.

t ‘The'_‘ﬁﬁg_.for funning a red light is $302, ‘acecording to Carter,

Two séts of three cameras each will keep watch on the snuthbound approach to the
:mtersectxon on Geary Street and the westbound approach’ on ‘Queen.

‘An estimated 26,000 vehities a day go through ail four approaches of tha intersection, ﬁut only fwo will have cameras.
“The &ity council approved the contract with Redflex in October 2008.

‘Atfirst, the city picked Nirith Avenue and Geary Street as the first place fo Install the cameras, but because that involves a state highway, a
“special application to'the state was required, and that has not beenfiled. No such regulations apply to Queen and Geary

"For now, the ¢lty has no plans at present to install cameras anywhere else, according to Irish.

The cameras are tripped when a cer enters the intersection after the light has tumed red. Drivers should see a flash when their photo has
been snapped, [rish said.

Redfiex will send the photos to the police for review before the clty sends out notices to the registered owners.
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s an'on-duty police

The carverss were installed last month on fwo. approach' sto the ‘rsectlon of Geary
-Street and Queen Avenue S.E.; and they began snapp:ng picture ast-Saturday

Twenty-four wolatlons ‘were captured on cameras in, the fir
police. Twenty ‘of those were drivers who tumed right on.
first.

coordlng to Albany
d:light withott stopping S

The first 30 days of the cameras being operational is a waming period: Any red light

lored vehicle tumin
ored vehicle tuming . runneérs this month will receive a warning in the mail rather than® a ticket.

The canieras take stifl photos and video.

One cainera which is slipposed to capiure face shots of drivers wasn't working correctly earlier this week and had to bie fixed on Thursday.
Those violations will be tossed out since the photos didn't turn out;

One of the drivers caught on camera early Friday morning Was an ‘Albany police officer responding to an emergency call. The video shows
that the officer had his overhead lights on and that he stopped at the intersection before entering on the red light.

The cameras are operated by Redflex of Culver City, Calif.- The company bears the cost of installing and operating the system in retum for
‘a'sharé of any ticket revenue.

'For now,-'-“there are no plans to install cameras anywhere elsé in the city.
Here's how 1he tIcket process works, according to police:

«The red. I:ght cameras ‘take four still pictures and 2 video of the potential violation. The still photos include the licenise plate the driver's
face, the vehrde behmd the crosswalk with the red light and then the vehicle traveling through the lntersechon w:lh the red Isght

+ Redflex rewews the photos and tosses out certain mc:dents for reasans such as not all the photos tumed ot or it was & pohce officer
responding’ to an; emergency

« Membérs of the Albany Police Department — two traffic officers and a sergeant are trained for the job — review the photos and videos oy
online. They determine whether there was a violation and if a ticket should be issued.

« A ticket is sent in fhie mall to the registered owner. Police say the fine for running a red light is $302. i
By Carrie Petersen |

Albany Democrat-Herald
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“The red light cameras at Geary Street and Queen Avenue S, E are still snapping pictures and red light runhers can soon expect ta see
tickets in the miait.

Albany police say they plan to start-approving the traffic citations at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday.

Two cameras were lnstalled at the intersection in the summer:and began ‘taking photos and videos Sept. 1. That marked the start of a 30-
‘day waming périad in which wamings rather than tickets were' mailed to suspected red light rinners.

That warning period rerhains in effect.

It was extended while officials made sure the électronic transfer of information between the cameras’ operafinig’ company,’ ‘Redflex, the
Albany Police. Department and the'Albany Muricipal Court was workmg

During October, 204 warriings were issued. In November, 8?-'wam1r_lgs were mailed to people.

The decredse "would indicate people are paying attention fnoré,” said Pat Hurley, police crime analyst and one of the eity officials heading
up the project.

Once palice start issuing fickets; no mors'warnings will be sent.: However, the police sergeant and two traffic officers who will review each
-potential violation will have discration in Whether a ticket shou!d be: Issued

Hurley said that red Ilght runners can expect to geta citation i inthe maﬂ within 10 business days of the violatioii. The tickets are approved
by Albany police but-ailed by Redflex.

Along with'the citattun ithe driver will get four pictiires — the driver's face, the license plate, the vehiicle behind the crosswalk with the red
light and then the vehicle traveling through the irntersection with the red light.

Also, the driverwill be given a link to a website to view the video of their violation.
The pictures and the video are the same images that the police review ta decide if a violation actually occurred.

if the vehicle's registered owner turns out not to have been the one driving, there is a form he can take, along with. photo identification, to
court to show'he was not the one driving.

Although an officer can stopa driver for going through an intersection on a yellow light, the cameras are only set to tigger when a person
enters the intérsection ‘on ared light. .

The fine for running a red light is $302.
The cost of installing the ¢cameras has been paid for by Redflex.
The city will pay Redflex.a certain amount for each ticket issued, on a per-camera, per-month system:

For each of the first 50 citations Redfiex will be paid $60. For the next 50 tickets, $50; and the next 50 tickets, $40. After those 150 tickets,
Redfiex will received $25 per ficket.

Hurley said the city will wait a month or two before looking again at Ninth Avenue and Geary Street S.E. as another infersection for red light
cameras.
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Red-light videos provided by the Albany Police Department

Albany police have released two videos of drivers caught on redlight carieras &t Geary Street and Queen Avénue S.E.

The cameras have 'b'één"tak'ihg pictures and videos since Sept. 1 ‘it uritil 716w onily warrings have been sefit to drivers suspected of
runfing red lighits. ‘

The watriing pétiod is séheduled to end Tuesday night. Palice say thiéy plan to start approving citations at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday.

Videos; like the fwo reieased by police, along with still phiotos dre reviewied by officers to determine whether a viclation actually occurred
and-whether & ticket should be sent in the mail |

The canieras are operated by Redflex Traffic Systems, which will received a partion of the ticket fines. The fine for runiiing a red light is
$302. -

To view the videos, go to hitp:/fwww.democratherald.com/photo -galieriess.
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Cameras capture cops catching crooks

Albany police. respondlng to a theft calt early this moming were the only drivers caught on a red light camera since the city said it wouid
startissting tickets to'red light rinngrs at Geary Stréat and Qilieeri Aveniie S.E.

_The cameras have beer taking pictires and videos sinice S_ept.‘-‘l.- Uritil now, however, red light violators were issued anly wamings.
Starting at 12:01 a.m. today, drivers caught on the cameras as runriing the signal will be mailed citations. 5

Palice have réleased two videos of drivers caught on caméra during the warning period. The videos can be seen online at k
www.democratherald. comfphoto galleries. . 3

" Videos, like the two réleased by pdlice, along with sfilf photos are reviewed first by the camera’s operating ccmpany. edflex Traffic
Sytems and then by Albany police. It is the police that will determme whether a violation actually occorred and whether ‘aticket should be
sent in the mail,

It takes abaut two or three days from the time of the violation to when police see the images. Red light runners can expect to see a ticket
— along with four stilt photos arid an.online link to & video == m the mail within 10 busmess days.

dents ‘captured on'the carmera. They wete officers reésponding to a call

Police said this moming ‘that since mrdmght there were, twi ¢
f QueenAve. S.E:

about people siphoning ‘gas from véhicies in the 2400 blod)

The calf came in at 2:31 a:m. and the officers went throug_h"' ieintersection at 2:35 a.m. ‘According to a police feport, officers stapped acar
with five'tee) jagers i ide along with a garden hose and plastic liter: botties that smelled of gasoline. Four vehicles in the same drea were:
fourid with gas ¢aps removed.

Four of the teens were charged with theft.

Police were catight on the red light cameras at least one other time. In September, an on-duly officer responding fo.an emergency call was
seen on video driving with overhead lights on, stopping to make slire there was no danger, then going through the intersection’on ared

light.

VIDEOS ONLINE :

Police have released two videos of drivers caught on camera during the waming period. To view the videos, go to
hiip:#www.demecratherald.com/photo_galleries.
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Customer Management Report (Albany) Redlight Incidents

01-Jan-2008 to 31-Dec-2008 Operatorid: %
> > -
b z g
© 2] b
3 &
c m
& &
Total Violations . 1572 457 2029
Less Uncontrollable Faclors
Obstruction  Priver Obstruction/Duckers =] 4 13
Plate Obstruction 25 10 35
Signal Obstruction 3
Vehicle Obstruction 5
Police Citation [ssued manually 1 ¢ 1
Rejects Emergency Vehicle (PD) a1 13 54
Gender Mismalch a3 14 &7
Incorrect/incomplete DMV 50 16 &6
Invalid Qffense 4 1 5
Police Discretich 328 84 412
Safe Tum On Red 10 6 16
Policy/Wealh Extended Vehicle -] 1} 6
er Sun Glare 4 10 14
Weather/Nature 7 8
Yellow with Red Light 9 9 18 "
Registration Can Not identify State 1 0 1
Issues Gender Match 20 1 31
Paper Plates 22 8 28
Wrong or No DMV 1 0 1 i
Total 599 193 792 -
Sub Total Violations 973 264 1237 B
Less in Progress 4] [y o
Available For Prosecution 973 . 264 1237
Less Rejects
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Camera

Databar Urreadable/Incomect

Maltunction Face Camera Na Flash
Image Missing
Misc Camera Issue
Plate Not in Frame
Rear Plate Camera Blurry
Scene Image Flash Inappropriate
Scene Image No Flash
Police Driver Unidentifiable images poor
Rejects Vehicle On or Passed Stop Line
Pracess Too Old
Issues
Total
tolices Printed

© Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc.

0-00% 9-03% 9-01%
21-02% 1.00% 22-02%
2-00% 0-00% 2-00%
4-00% 0-00% 4-00%
1-00% 0-00% 1-00%
0-00% 1-00% 1-00%
1-00% 0-00% 1-00%

~ 4-00% 4-02% 8.01%
2-00% 0-00% 2-00%
49-05% 15-06% 64-05%
3-00% 1-00% 4-00%
87.00% 3M-12%  118-10%
-.BB6-B1% . :233-68% . .1119-90% .
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