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PURPOSE 

The putpose of this report is to comply with ORS 810.434 and provide the Oregon State 
Legislature a process and outcome evaluation for the City of Albany Photo Red Light Program. 

BACKGROUND 

On February 26, 2007, the City of Albany entered into an agreement with Redflex Traffic 
Systems, Inc. for Red Light Photo Enforcement Services. Based on traffic accidents, citations 
and community input, the first intersection selected was Queen Avenue and Geary Street. This 
intersection ranked in the top ten intersections that the citizens of Albany identified as a traffic 
safety concern. Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. coordinated a video survey to validate the safety 
concerns and the location's suitability for installing red light cameras. The video survey showed 
that there were 96 red light violations in a 12-hour span on February 26, 2007. 

The red light cameras at Queen Avenue and Geary Street have been operational for 18 months. 
The Albany Police Department began authorizing Warning Letters on September I, 2007. The 
Warning Period ended on December 19, 2007 and the Albany Police Department began 
authorizing Citations on December 20, 2007. 

THE EFFECT OF THE USE OF CAMERAS ON TRAFFIC SAFETY 

Red light cameras have not been in operation long enough in the City of Albany to definitively 
quantify their impact on traffic safety. Three sets of data assist in measuring red light camera 
effectiveness. Violation rates measure the degree of driver behavior modification. Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) crash data for disregarding a Red-Amber-Green siguaI 
specifically measures crashes as a result of running red lights. Albany Police Department traffic 
accident data for a 250-foot radius around the intersection measures the positive umbrella effect 
of the red light cameras and accounts for possible negative effects ofthe cameras such as an 
increase in rear end collisions. 

For the intersection of Queen Avenue and Geary Street, violation data appears to be the best 
measurement for behavior modification. Figure I shows historical citation data for calendar year 
2003 through 2007. During this time the average number of citations issued for running a red 
light each year was 10, with a high of 13 citations in 2004 and a low of seven citations in 2006. 
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Figure 1. Red light citations issued from 2003 through 2007. 
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Figure 2. Red light citations issued in 2008. 
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In 2008, the Albany Police Department issued 1119 citations for running red lights using the red 
light cameras at this intersection (Figure 2). That is over an 8500 percent increase from 2004, 
the year with the highest citations for the previous five years. This dramatic increase gives a 
clearer picture of the true red light running problem that exists at the intersection. While it is still 
too early to determine the effect of the cameras on driver behavior, citations issued in 2008 will 
serve as a good basis for future comparisons. 

Currently ODOT crash data for disregarding a Red-Amber-Green signal is not available for all of 
2008. However, caution must be used when comparing this data when it becomes available. 
Because of the small numbers of crashes, a small increase or decrease in collision data will 
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appear as a large percentage change. The historical data for a crash resulting from disregarding a 
Red-Amber-Green signal is shown in Figure 3. 
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Traffic accident data from the Albany Police Department shows a 14 percent decrease in traffic 
accidents from 2007 to 2008. However, there has been overall downward trend for traffic 
accidents over the past ten years. Based on the overall trend, it is not currently possible to 
determine whether the decrease was a result of the cameras or other environmental influences. 
Historical traffic accident data is shown in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4. Traffic accidei1is within 250 feet ofQlleen AvenlleaiidGeary Street rep-orted-to the Albany Police 
Department. 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN AND 
DEGREE OF PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OF THE USE OF CAMERAS 

As part of a media campaign, the City of Albany provided public service announcements for 
local television and radio. The Albany Democrat-Herald newspaper also published a number of 
articles leading up to and during implementation. Several of these articles are attached. In 
February 2005 and March 2005, the City of Albany Red Light Photo Enforcement Workgroup 
sent out a survey to the citizens of Albany. The results found that 62 percent of Albany residents 
"support" or "strongly support" the implementation of a red light enforcement program .. Citizens 
were also presented with the opportunity to identify the most dangerous intersections and express 
opinions in favor of or against the program. The survey results are attached. 

One recent letter to the editor published in the Albany Democrat-Herald on April 28, 2008 
highlighted one citizen's public support for the program as well as the perceived impact of the 
cameras on driver behavior. . 

"As I am now noticing that drivers tend to be a little more careful while approaching the 
intersection of Geary and Queen, am beginning to wonder what other intersections may benefit 
from the red-light camera technology. It seems as though every single day I notice someone 
rushing through a light change, or not paying attention to pedestrians who have the cross signal, 
at the intersection of Elm and Queen. 

And what frightens me the most with this one is this is normally in the morning, right before 
school, when traffic is very heavy coming from every direction. And a quick glance at the cars as 
they whiz by on a red shows it is not the teenage drivers that are doing this. Please slow down; 
the seconds you save getting through that light are not worth the risk. 

And Albany, consider this intersection next, before someone's child gets hurt trying to cross this 
busy intersection." 

PROCESS OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE USE OF CAMERAS 

Red light citations are issued after a multistep process agreed upon by the Albany Municipal 
Court, the Albany Police Department and Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. and in compliance with 
applicable Oregon Revised Statutes. 

The red light camera system is connected to the traffic signal. The camera is activated only after 
the traffic signal turns red. Sensors in the street detect violations, causing the cameras to take 
pictures and save a 12 second video clip. This information is then encrypted to ensure that it is 
not tampered with. The vendor downloads violation data on a daily basis. At this point, the 
vendor takes up to five business days to determine if the violation data meets strict quality 
control standards. These standards include checking for a clear image of the driver's face, a 
clear image of the license plate, a clear image of the red light before the vehicle passes the stop 
line and after the vehicle passes the stop line, and a gender match with the registered owner of 
the vehicle. Attached is a Customer Management Report from January 1, 2008 through 
December 31, 2008 showing violations and the reason violations were rejected. 
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The vendor presents the violations that have passed the quality control standards to the Albany 
Police Department for officer authorization. Officers use a secure website to review violation 
images and a 12 second video of the violation. Officers will also compare violation data to 
Department of Motor Vehicle data. If the officer determines that a violation has occurred, the 
officer will authorize a citation. If not, the officer will reject the violation. Officer discretion 
and the officer determining that there was a safe turn on red or a safe stop comprised 54 percent 
of all violation rejections. This takes place within three business days of receiving the violation 
from the vendor. 

The vendor will mail the citation on or before the tenth business day. Included in the mailing is 
the citation, a Certificate of Innocence or Affidavit of Non-Liability in the case of a business, and 
information explaining how the defendant can view the violation images and video online and a 
respond-by date. 

A Certificate of Innocence is a document that will be included in the mailing of the citation, 
which will allow the registered owner to fill out stating that he/she was not the driver of the 
vehicle at the time of the violation. The registered owner will mail the completed Certificate of 
Innocence to the Albany Municipal Court who will dismiss the original citation. The Court will 
then forward the Certificate of Innocence to the Albany Police Department, who will compare 
the violation images to the registered owner's driver's license photograph to determine if a match 
exists. If the police determine that the registered owner was the driver; they will forward the 
Certificate ofInnocence to the vendor to reissue the citation within ten (10) days of receipt of the 
form. The citation will contain a new citation number, date of issue and respond-by date. If the 
police determine that the registered owner was not the driver, no further action will be taken, 
since the citation was already dismissed by the court. The registered owner is not required to 
identifY the person operating the vehicle. 

When a citation is issued in the name of a "business" an Affidavit of Non-Liability is included 
with the citation. This form will give the registered owner the opportunity to identifY who was 
operating the vehicle at the time of the violation. The Albany Municipal Court will receive the 
Affidavit of Non-Liability, dismiss the original citation against the registered owner and forward 
the Affidavit to the Police Department. The police will forward the Affidavit to the vendor 
together with a cover memorandum directing that the citation be reissued to the named driver. 
The vendor will update the record to reflect the name and address of the driver as shown on the 
Affidavit of N on-Liability and process the new citation. 

Defendants may also pursue traditional methods to have the citation dismissed. They may plead 
not guilty, have a court trial and be found not guilty by a judge. 

In September 2008, Albany Police Department Traffic Officers, the Albany Municipal Court 
Judge and the City Attorney reviewed the authorization process. The result was a more stringent 
standard for approving violations and a focus on the more serious safety issues. Even though 
they are valid violations, officers will routinely reject incidents in which the defendant stops in 
the crosswalk or after the stop line and when the defendant comes to an "almost" complete stop. 
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CONCLUSION 

Although it is too soon to quantifY the effect of red light cameras on improving traffic safety at 
the intersection where they are currently installed, early results appear to show some positive 
impact. The Albany Police Department will continue to closely monitor and evaluate future data 
in order to determine its overall impact on improving traffic safety for our community. 
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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide results and feedback from a public survey by the Red 
Light Photo Enforcement Workgroup in February and March 2005. 

BACKGROUND 

In 2003, there were an estimated 259 vehicle accidents at red light intersections in Albany, 
equating to an estimated $2,590,000 for bodily injury and $647,500 for property damage. On 
October 25,2004, the Albany City Council approved a workgroup to assess the prospect of Red 
Light Photo Enforcement. In February and March of 2005, the Red Light Photo Enforcement 
Workgroup sent out a public survey to the citizens of Albany. The purpose of the survey was to 
assist the workgroup in assessing the need and public support for a Red Light Photo Enforcement 
program for the city. 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Method. Because the workgroup was primarily interested in studying the attitudes and 
opinions of the public, it decided that a survey was the best way to collect data. A survey also 
allowed the workgroup to obtain feedback and identily red light intersections which the public 
perceived as the most hazardous. 

Rival Causal Factors. A rival causal factor is an unaccounted for variable which might tend to 
invalidate the [mdings. The primary rival causal factor which could have impacted the survey is 
selection bias. Selection bias can have negative impacts on the ability to infer findings beyond 
the group studied by failing to use a representative selection of the population for study. The 
workgroup discussed different ways to eliminate the possibility of selection bias which resulted 
in selecting three different survey dissemination methods. 

Survey Dissemination. The workgroup utilized three different methods to disseminate surveys. 
Approximately 20,000 surveys were mailed with utility bills. 150 surveys were placed at the 
Main Library, the Downtown Carnegie Library and City Hall and were restocked as necessary. 
Finally, an internet website was established for individuals who wished to take the survey online. 
The workgroup issued press releases for radio stations and local newspapers in an effort to gain 
the largest amount of responses possible. As a result the workgroup was able to reach the 
greatest number of citizens at a minimal cost. 

Survey Design. The workgroup determined six areas that needed to be addressed: level of 
perceived safety risk, significance of the problem, perceived benefit of a red light photo 
enforcement program, support for a red light photo enforcement program, suggestions or 
comments which might aid the workgroup, and identification of problem red light intersections. 

Survey Pretest. The workgroup drafted the survey and then presented it to coworkers to check 
for design, clarity and completeness. This served as a pretest and validation for the survey. The 
workgroup then made minor modifications. A copy of the survey is attached as Enclosure 1. 
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results 

Cost. The total cost for the survey was $1630.26. This money was paid out of the Albany Police 
Department printing and bindiug budget. 

Controls. Internet surveys were tracked by IP address as a control measure agaiust inflating 
survey results. A member of the workgroup reviewed and analyzed all mail surveys to determiue 
whether there were any iudications of attempts to skew the results of the survey. There was only 
one iustance where unique comments indicated that two surveys could have come from the same 
person. A decision was made to iuclude these surveys in the results. 

RESULTS 

Based on the results of the survey, about 62% of Albany residents "supporf' or "strongly 
support" implementation of a red light photo enforcement program. The high level of support 
iudicates that residents perceive red light running and the associated risk of crashes to be a 
serious problem within the community. The workgroup received a total of 1751 completed 
surveys, of which 130 were completed on-line. Based on the number of surveys received, the 
results have a confidence level of95% and a margin of error of +/- 2.38 percent. Charts showiug 
responses to questions dealing with risk, problem, benefit, and support can be found at the end of 
this report. 

PROBLEM INTERSECTIONS 

The bar chart below iudicates iutersections identified by survey respondants as being problem 
iutersections with regard to red light running. The intersections identified by red bars were also 
identified as beiug iu the Top 10 for problem iutersections based on collision and red light 
citation data from January 1,2003 to June 30, 2004. 

Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey 
Problem Intersections (Top 10) 
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results 

SURVEY COMMENTS 

Of the 1751 surveys received, 41.5 percent (727) had comments. A sample of200 comments 
was analyzed. From this group, 11 categories of comments were developed. Each of the 727 
comments was then placed in one of the categories. The categories are as follows: 

Other Priorities. Red Light Photo Enforcement 
Survey Comments 5% 

122, 103,6% 
4% 

,3% 

,3% 

1024,59% 
3% 

,2% 

,2% 

• Other Priorities • Real Problem • Support 

• Unrelated Support o More Info 

Comments placed in this 
group indicated that the 
City of Albany does not 
have enough of a problem 
to warrant a red light photo 
enforcement program. 
Individuals in this category 
generally believed that 
there were other priorities 
such as dealing with the 
drug problem and property 
crimes. Pursuing the red . 
light photo enforcement 
program was considered a 
waste of time and money. 
This was the primary 
category for individuals 

• Traffic SignallFJow 

II Unrelated Ij} PrivacylDistrust Govt II Unrelated Oppose 

III Revenue Making EI Police o Taxes 

.No Comment 

who strongly opposed and slightly opposed a red light photo enforcement program. 

Real Problem. Comments placed in this category indicated that the City of Albany has a real 
problem with red light runners. Individuals generally related a personal story of observing red 
light runners, nearly getting hit by a red light runner or actually being hit by one. This was the 
most significant category among those who strongly support a red light photo enforcement 
program. 

Support. Comments placed in this category indicated general support for a red light photo 
enforcement program but did not address any other area. 

Traffic SignalslTraffic Flow. Comments placed in this category addressed concerns about the 
length of the amber cycle of red lights, delayed red cycles and traffic congestion. Individuals 
generally stated that if we fixed the signal or congestion problem, the issue of red light running 
would go away. 

Unrelated Support. Comments placed in this category indicated support for a red light program, 
but commented on other unrelated topics. 

Unrelated Oppose. Comments placed in this category indicated opposition to a red light 
program, but commented on other unrelated topics. 

Page 3 of6 

l. 

\ 

I 



Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results 

Need More Information. Comments placed in this category indicated the need for more 
information. In general there were concerns about how the camera system would work and how 
police would enforce it. 

PrivacylDistrust of Government. Comments placed in this category indicated a perceived 
invasion of privacy or distrust of government. In general, comments referenced "Big Brother," 
invasion of privacy and constitutional rights. 

Revenue Making. Comments placed in this category indicated that the sole purpose for the 
program was to raise revenue for the city. Individual in this category generally felt that the City 
of Albany should not be making money and that they already paid too much to the city in taxes 
and fees. 

Police. Comments placed in this category indicated the desire to have police enforce the red 
light intersections instead of cameras even if it meant paying for additional police officers. 

TaxeslFinancial Burden. Comments placed in this category indicated concerns about increased 
taxes to fund the program or whether or not the program would pay for itself. 

CONCLUSION 

The survey resulted in valuable community feedback. The citizen's of Albany have identified 
red light rumiing as a high risk problem. They believe that a red light enforcement program will 
benefit the City and they support its implementation. 

A red light photo enforcement program will benefit the City of Albany in several ways. First and 
foremost is increased safety for both the public and police officers. Red light cameras would 
allow police officers to focus efforts on the "bigger problems" voiced by many of those who 
opposed.a red light photo enforcement program because there were other priorities. Safeguards 
are in place to ensure privacy of individuals. For example, red light cameras are only active 
during the red cycle of the light; they are not continuously taking pictures. Vendors also provide 
audit trails of everything that happened to photographs from the time the photo was taken to the 
time the citation is issued. The system is cost neutral to the City and is paid for out of fines 
obtained from violators. Implementation would not cause an increase in taxes. 

Based on a review of the operation and success of red light photo enforcement programs in other 
cities and the results ofthe community survey undertaken in Albany, the workgroup is of the 
unanimous opinion that Albany should develop and implement a red light photo enforcement 
program. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A threshold question for Council is whether or not the information presented to date and the 
results of the community survey justify proceeding down the path toward implementation of a 
red light photo enforcement program. If the answer to that question is "yes", staff recommends 
Council authorize staff to request proposals from vendors to implement a red light photo 
enforcement program in Albany. Proposals received would be evaluated by staff and then 
presented to Council for a final decision on whether to implement a red light photo enforcement 
program. 
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results 

Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey 
Safety Risk 

11,1% 

414,24% 1029,58% 

_ High Risk _ Medium Risk _ Low Risk _ No Risk _ No Response 

Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey 
Problem 

469,27% 

664,38% 

_ Great Problem _ Medium Problem _ Low Problem _ No Problem _ No Response 
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Red Light Photo Enforcement Survey Results 

Red Light Photo Enforcement 
Benefit 

244,14% 38,2% 

422,24% 

478,27% 

_ Great Benefit _ Medium Benefit _ Low Benefit _ No Benefit _ No Response 

Red Light Photo Enforcement Program 
Support 

31,2% 

238, 

413,24% 

\. Strongly Favor. SlightlyFawr • SlighUyOppose • Strongly Oppose • No Response \ 
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of Albany Red Light Photo Enforcement Wor"'nr'nl 

In 2003 there were an estimated 259 vehicle accidents at red light intersections in Albany, equating 
to an estimated $2,590,000 for bodily injury and $647,500 for property damage. On October 25, 
2004, the Albany City Council approved a workgroup to assess the prospect of Red Light Photo 
Enforcement. The workgroup is currently looking into red light photo enforcement options to 
increase the safety of the community with no additional financial burden. The purpose of this 
survey is to assist the workgroup in assessing the need and public support for a Red Light Photo 
Enforcement program. Thank you for your assistance. 

Please check all of your responses. 

1. Do you think there is a safety risk as a result of people running 
red lights? 

High Risk 
D 

Medium Risk 
D 

Low Risk 
D 

No Risk 
D 

2. How would you describe the problem of red light running in 
Albany? 

Great 
Problem 

D 

Medium 
Problem 

D 

Low 
Problem 

D 

No 
Problem 

D 

3. How do you think the City of Albany will benefit from a Red 
Light Photo Enforcement program? 

Great 
Benefit 

D 

Medium 
Benefit 

D 

Low 
Benefit 

D 

No 
Benefit 

D 

4. How would you describe your support of a Red Light Photo Enforcement program in Albany? 

Strongly 
Favor 

D 

Slightly 
Favor 

D 

Slightly 
Oppose 

D 

Strongly 
Oppose 

D 

5. Please provide any comments or suggestions which might assist the workgroup with its assessment. 
(Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

ITEM #6 OF SURVEY CONTINUES ON OPPOSITE SIDE ~ 

' ... " . 



6. If you believe red light running is a problem in Albany, at which intersections do you believe there to be a 
problem? Below is a partial list of intersections with traffic signals. Place the numbers of the intersections in 
the blanks below. If you believe there is a problem at a traffic signal not listed, please write that intersection 
in a blank provided. Please list no more than five. 

• !Crri~ 
cAlJ3iihij M.· :;M 

2 ·3 

LEGEND: 
1 14th Ave and Geary St 
29th Ave and Geary St 
39th Ave and Hill St 11--'" 49th Ave and lyon St 

(Railroad Station) 
5 Hwy 20 and Springhill Dr 
6 Pacific Blvd and 34th Ave 
7 Pacific Blvd and Geary St 

Thank you for your assistance. 

4 5 

8 Pacific Blvd and Hill St 
9 Pacific Blvd and Queen Ave 
10 Queen Ave and Geary St 
11 Santiam Hwy and Clay St 
12 Santiam Hwy and Spicer Rd 
13 Santiam Hwy and Waverly Dr 
14 Waverly Dr and Queen Ave 

• AlBANY 
~ POLICE 
•• ARTMENT 
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Albany may take a year tostlJdyred4ightcameras 

Albany Democrat-Herald 

It may be, afleaslayearb~foreacitywork group completes a study of whether to Inslali red-light cameras at any Albany intersections, 
PoliCe Chief Joe Sinion said WedneSday. 

'We want to do a thorough job ,on this," he said, 

The City Counciflast week aUthoriZed the police department to ,fonn' a group to study the issue. 

Simon said the group has not yet beenfonned.When it iS,he said, It IIkelywiliinciude representaHves from vanouscltydepartments. 

'We're probably lilso gOinglo doa survey of the publiC," he said. 

REid-light Cemeras take pictures ot"vehlcles that enter an interseetion after a treffic signal turns red.The reglsteted owners then may be 
mailEid tickets; 

The chief ""idttieAlbany study would include a treffic analysis and engineering study at any intersection where such aninslallation might 
be considered. 

Simon s"id he,dis~gtl'lid,witl)an ,liditorial in the Democrat-Herald that suggested that lengthening the yellow phase oftrafficsignals might 
lessenthEinuniber,of red-light 'runners. 

No ma~rhowlohg aSignat stays on amber, he said, the nuniberofviolations would remain the same. 

In his experienee,d[iyel'S,typically ,runted lights because they are n6tpaylng attention and driving toofast,nbt beCilusetheyare trepped 
by theshoi1l)ess of the yelloW Phase. ' 

The council aUlhorizlida,study 6f red-light cameras as a way to cUt down on treffic crashes. 

The police deparin:'ent calculated that"on average, AlbanY .has 259 motor vehicle collisions a year, Wlih an estiniated costot more than 
$2.5 million for injuries and nearly $650,000 for property damage. 

The average crash results In costsot $1 0,000 forinjurtes and $2,500 for property damage, according toa police memo to the council. 

The worst.intersections fdrtraffi~ crashes and red-lighIVi(ilations Combined are Santiam and Waverly, Geary and Queen/PaCilic and 
Geary,Ninth and Geary, and Pacific and Queen,aocordingtotheth!lpartment. . 

The chief emphasized that red-light cameras may not be the ansWer, depending on what the study finds. 

Lake Oswego, he said, had decided against cameras as not being cost-effective. 

Copyright © 2009 Albany Democrat Herald, A Lee Enterprises subsidiary 
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Alb~.,y,$tmstudying red-lighlcameras 
By Ha~oH~ring 
Bul>AlbanyDemocrAt-Herald 

Albany officials have not forgotten about the proposalto instilll cameras to catch red-light runners at busy interseellons. 

But a work group studying the issue Is taking its lirne and has not yet reached a recommendation. 

The City Council euthoriZedformation of the working group in Oelober. 

The most signlclant aCliV!iysince then was asulVey .in Marc;h; The city mailed about 20,000 questionnaires. 

'We actually got a pn'Hygood tumout," said PalTick Hurley, the crime analyst in the pOlice department who is llIaffing the red-light study 
group. 

The sUlVeydrew 1,751 responses. 

SOme) ,029 ()fthe respOndents Indicated they thoughtlherewasa high risk to safety at some Albany intel'sections, and another 414 said 
the risk was medium-high. 

On"yheiher red ,light running was a problem, 510 said tt was a great problem, 664 said a medium problem, 469 said Hwa,s a ,small problem 
and 85 saw no, problem. 

V\lO~ld)h~~e~abei)efilfrom having camera enforcement? FIVe hundred and sixty-nine saw a great benefit, 478 a medil.lmbehefit, 422 a 
sma!1 benefit and 2-44 no benefit. ' 

WoQld)the¥SllPporttM useOr red-light cameras? Some ,681 Indicated strong support, 413 were slighUy.in favo'i238 were slighill' against 
an'd388 weremnglyopposed. " 

The suiveyformalso asked people to rank problem intersections. 

Pacl(jc anti Queen got 144 votes, followed by Ninth and Lyon wHh 133, U.S. 20 and Spring HillwHh 127, Sanliam and lJIIaveri),,,ylthI27 
also,and Queehand GearyWilhl17. 

Hurley said tile public's rankings matched up fairly well wHh accldent statistics. 

Hurley eeldhe",as, stm compiling the additional commentspeoplemadeon the questionnaire. But he hoPed thewcirf<insgtoup,oomposed 
of city employees involved ViHhsafety and traffic issues;COiJld rneetagain in about a month. 

Whatever the working group recommends will then go to.the City Council. 

Hurtey, stressed again, as Police Chief Joe Simon has before, ,ihat the cameras would not be used for sUlVeHiance. 

They\VolJld belTiggeredonly by a vehicle entenng an intersecUonafter the light has tumed red. Someone then would read the .license 
plate and send the registered owner a cHation. 
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Albanypaneltoreportonred':lightcameras 
By Husohering 
Albany 'oemoi:rat~Herald 

The city of Albany Is about to take the next step in its year-long study of whether to install cameras at some intersections to catch red-light 
runners. 

Last Odober the City Council authorized the police department to form a work group to study the idea in order to.cut down on red-light 
running and prevent acciderits. . 

Now the group i~.iinls~iJjgilsreportElndplans to submit. it to the council the first or second week in Odober,saidF'atijCk Hurley,the 
analyst in thepoliee department who has been staffing·the work group. . 

Th.e group will recomrylend thatthe cily ask for prop~sal.~ fo, anengineefjng study to verify that red:lightviOI~ti9Ilsa(eaprObletnat some 
Intersedioris;.andif the engineers agree that it's a problem; have. a contractor install cameras at a cOuple iifiotersectidn. 

Jl,cciirdi~!lt6ac:cident data. and. red-light cltations,thebiggastprpblem lnte!'l;ectionsin Albany aref'acificlliidQ.uell~,Ni~th.~hdLyon, 
Highwliy20 and SpringHill Drive, SanDam and Waverly, QOeen and Geary, Ninth and Geary, Pacific arid GeeiJj,.sni:lBilcificand 34th 
Avenue. 

The. council Will be asked whetherit approves of installation of f<id'light cameras, Hurley said. If no~ there would. be no pOinlgoing ahead 
wdh the imgineenrig study. . 

~ed'light CIIrnerasa,elriggeredwflen .avehicle enters anlntersection after the Signal has turned red. After a revieW ohM resultlng Image 
. by thepolice,the.regisleredownergels a citation!n the.mail. 

HuneyseicltheWork group would recommend thata corilradoroperate and maintain the camera systemrathefthllri t1iecl!y owning H. 

Lastllilsrch.lhe City conduded a survey on the issue, maili~g about 20,dOO questionnaires and getting 1. 751.l'Eisporises; 

Some 681JI1dicated ll\r(jng support for red-light cameras, 413 were slightly in favor, 238 were slightly against.imcl388 w.'i'eslrongly 
opposed, the city reported at the time. 
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Red-l~gbtGameras up for city OK 
BYC~TfI\'ltiGlI,I..LS 
ALBANY DEMOCRAT·HERALD 

Red·light runners In Albany,.pay attention. 

The city is getting another step.closer in attempting to crack down on those who persistenlly orinadvertentiy run red lights. 

On Wednesday,the City Council is expected to pick RedllexTraflic Systems of Culver City, Calif., to suppiy red'ligtitcametas for use in 
Albany. 

The council meets at 7:15 p;m. at City Hall. 

Patrick Hurley, the crilTle analyst at the Albany Police Pepartme~twhohas researched the possibility of installing thecan"leras,said today 
Redflexbest meets the city's needs;The city would lease Iheequlpmenlfrom Redflex. 

He said the company already has cameras working in Newberg,Beavertona~d Medford, and Salem probablY,Will hire Ihefirin sswell. 

As proposed, Ihe eoniract would be for Ihree years with options to renew each year for seven years. At tharpoint, tIleclty.andRedflex 
could look at renegotiation. . 

The city and the company would split the revenue from fines. 

The city.mustdooidevihere to pl~cethecameras.Several recOmmendations are under discussion. Stalelliwallowsup 10 eighl cameras in 
cilies.viith more than 30,000 people. 

Based on interviews, crash data and observation here is a list of potential sites: 

pacificBo~levardand .Queen Avenue, Ninth Avenue and Lyon S)ree~ Highway 20 and Spring Hill Drive,SantiamHighwayand Waverly 
·StreeliQueenand. GealYSireet, Ninth and GealY, Pacific and GealY, and Pacific and 34th. . 

CametasWms~ap photographs Ofvehlcles running red lightS. The photos will go to the police, who will decide vihethertomaH. a ticket, 
vihichwould go lo·the vehicle's registered owner. 

Copyright © 2009 Albany Democrat Herald, A Lee Enterprises subsidiary 

http://www.democmtherald.comlarticlesl2006/10/10/newsllocall51oc02redlight.prt 02126/2009 



r-' M~~;I)emocra;Fferald: Printable Version Pagelofl 

Lastrnodilied: Thursday, February 15, 200712:54 PM PST 

Red"lightcamera contract gets green light from city 
By the Democrat'Herllld 

Once /he deal is signed, intersec/lons will be selected where the cameros are to be installed 

Cameras that lake pictures of red-light runners now are expected to be Installed In Albany in about three months. 

Cameras were expected to be on the job last fall. Then the target date was changed to the first of the year and then to earlyspling. 

Albany Police Chief Ed Boyd said contract negotiations are laking longer than expected because of the number of people involved In 
repeated reviews. 

The City council on Wednesday voted unanimously to authorize Boyd to sign a contmct between the city and camera provider Redflex 
Traffic Systems of Culver City, Calif. 

Boyd told. the .council that once the contract is signed, representatives from Redflex and the pOlice department will dlive around the city to 
select the intersections for the cameras. 

Several have been identified as possibilHies: 

pacific Boulevard alOueen Avenue,Ninth Avenue.and Lyon.Street;Highway20 and Spling Hill Olive, SantiamHighway and Waverly 
Drive,Ouea!"land Geary" Street, Ninth and Geary, Pacific and Geary and Pacific and. 34th Avenue. 

When the cameras are operating, Redflex will iSsue tickets 10 drivellilhat are photographed enteling an intersection alier the lighlhas 
turned red. Police will review the photos before a traffictickjiltismailedto the registered owner. 

Th.e. r8\iisterEld vehlqle. owner will be notified by mail of aryinfraciionJn.1 0 days or less. The notification IncludesJlbQtographs; the ticket and 
a ~Certificatidn of InnoCerice" form. -Directions will be included on What 10 do if the dliver believes there was rioviolatiori. . 

Atthesame time,pOlice have.access toa secure Web sHe and earl review potential violations. Police will view fourllhotographs that 
incltide pictlJres of.license plates,the vehicle and the driver, 

The city will splitlhe. fines with the company when they are paid. 

Boyd told the council it would be about three months before any .cameras are Inslalled. 

He also said the. public will be notified where the cameras are 10 be installed. 

The exact terms of the contract - such as how many Interseclions and what percentage of ticket revenue would go to the city and the 
company, respectively -' were not made clear. 

City Manager Wes Hare said today the company would Inslallthe system at no charge In hopes of earning a profit on ticket revenue. 
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R~d/ligblcameras are here 
By.the.Oemocrat;Hei'ald 

The first affllnstB/led at intersection of Queen Avenue and Geal)' Street 

Albany is libolit ready to start snapping photos of drivers when they run red lights. 

ECElectrie, aloCil' oomractor for the camera company Redflex, of ClihterCity, Calif., 
has.iryStalied C!irneras on two approaches to the Intersectioriof Geary Streetalid 
.Queen AverJUeS.E . 

. ti1ecaineras,may start operating as ea~y as Saturday; pollCl),$pOkes",imEric CMer 
·s~ig.thismomjng. This will be followed by 30 days when anyone the carneras catch 

wUlgeta warning,not an actuailicket. 

TIcketS would. then start on abolit oct. 1. 

, . 'flonlrillh,lh~ City traffic: engineer who has been working on theprojecti said he was 
. still. researChing state law aboutthe placement ofwaming signs. 

He believes signs are required at the intersection and possibly at the. entrances to 
iOWn as well. 

UndeiHs .contract with Redflei<, the company bears the cost of installing and operating 
the 'systemin retum for a share ot any ticket revenue. 

The fine for running a red light is$302,according to Carter. 

PerajlproaCt;, Redfiexwiliget$60 for each ticket up to 50;$50 eaCh fo(tiCket 
numb~rs5tthrough100:$40 each for numbers 101thri:>ilgh 150; ahd$25 each fOr 
tickets 1.51 and above. 

Two. setsot·three cameras each will keep watch on thesotithbOundapproach to the 
iritersection on Geary Street and the westbound approach On Queen. 

An estimated 26,000 vehicles a day go through all fOur approaches of the intersection, but only two will have cameras. 

The c:ity council approved the contractwith Redllexin October2006. 

At first, .the .c:itypicked Niillh Avenue and Geary Street .as the first place to install the cameras, but because that involves a state highway , a 
special application to the stale wasrequired,and that has not beenfila'd, No such regulations apply to Queen and Geary. 

For now, the city has no plans at present to install cameras anywhere else, according to Irish. 

The cameras are tripped when a car enters the intersection after the fight has turned red. Drivers should see a flash when their photo has 
been snapped, Irish said. 

Redfiex will send the photos to the police for review before the city sends olit notices to the registered owners. 
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Redclight camerascatchfirstVi(jlitions 

Thefil"Stl"edlightca~erasin.Aibany are now snappi~gpb9tO~,butoneofthem.had to 
beJlXedtliis..veek and one Of the first drivers caught ·onc:iainera Was an. on-duty police 
officer. 

Thecan1era~were installed lastmomh on two approachesio.th,?interSec:tion of Geary 
Street and Queen Avenue S.E., and they began snappingpiclureslaSt Saturday. 

T~"ty,lourvioll!tionswere captured on cameras inJhefir'SiWeek,,<:cording to Albany 
police. Twenty of thOSe were drivers who tumed right on aroo IightWithorlt Stopping 
firsL 

I~~§~~;;~~~:.~~:~~::~J The first 30.days of the cameras being operational is~wat1li"gpeilOd:Any red light L . runners this month will receive a warning in the mail rather than a ticket. 

The cameras take still photos and video. 

One cainerawhich issul!posed to capture face shotsofdriversw.asn't working correctly earlier this week and had to be fixed on Thursday. 
Those Violations.wiII be iossed oUt since the photos didn't tiJrnout. 

One ofthedriverscaught On. camera early Friday morning yv'as an Albany police officer responding to. an emergency call. The video shows 
that the officer had his 'overhead lights on and toot he stopped at the intersection before entering on the red light. 

The cameras are ~perated by Redflex of Culver City, Calif. The company bears the cost ofinstalling and operating the system in return for 
a share .O{ any ticket revenue. 

FprnowAhere are no plans to Install cameras anywhere else in the city. 

Here's hbwlheticket process works, according to police: 

• Thereifli$ht cameras take four still pictures and a video of the potential violation. The still photos include the lice~seplate, the driver's 
face, the vehicle·behind the crosswalk with the red lighland then the vehicle traveling through the intersection With· the red light. 

• Redfle~Wliews the photos and tosses out certain incidents for reasons such as notall the photos tumedorlt or Ii was a police officer 
responding 10 an emergency. 

• Members oftheAlbanyPolice Department -two traffic officers and a sergeant are trained for the job - review the photos and videos 
online. They determine whether there was a violation and if a ticket should be issued. 

• A ticket is sent in the ·mail to the registered owner. Police say the fine for running a red light is $302. 

By Carrie Petersen 

Albany Democrat-Herald 
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Redligtltcameras: TicketswiUbeiflthemail soon 
By Came !,eter'Sen 
Albany Democrat;Herald 

Page 100 

The red. light cameras at Geary Street and Queen Avenue S.E. are still snapping pictures and red light runners can soon expect to see 
tickets inlhe mail. 

Albany police say they plan to start approving the traffic citations at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday. 

Two cameras weJ'einstaUed at the inlersection in the summer and . began laking photos. and videos Sept 1. That marl<ed the start of a 30-
day warning pertod in which warnings rather than tickets were mailed to suspected redlighl runners. 

thaI warning period remains in effect. 

It was .extendedwhileofficials made. sure the electronictra~sferofinf6rmation between the cameras' operating company, Redflex, Ihe 
Albany !'olice. Department and Ihe Albany Municipal Court was Worl<ing, 

DliringOctober; 204 warnings were issued. In November, 87 warnings were mailed 10 people. 

The. decrease 'would indicate people are paying atlenlionmore,'said. Pal Hurley, police crime analyst and one of the city officials heading 
up the project. 

Once police st'lrt.issuirgtickets,. no more warnings will.be.sent. However, the police sergeant and two traffic officers who will review each 
potential violation will.have discretion in whether a lickelshould lie issu:</. 

Hurley said that red light runners can expect 10 get a cilationin the mail Within 10 business days of the violation. The tickets are approved 
by Albany police butchailed by Redflex. 

Along v.:ithlh" cttati6n,l~e.driver will get four pictures-.the driver's face, the license plale, Ihe vehictebehind the crOsswalk wHhthe red 
liglil andlhen Ihe vehiclelravelinglhrough the inlersection wilh the red light. 

Also, the driver will be given a link to a websHe to view.the video of their violation. 

The pictures and the video are the same images thalthe police review to decide if a violation actually occumed. 

If tiIle Vehicle's registered owner turns olit not to have been Ihe one driving, Ihere is a form he can lake, along wHh pholo identification, to 
court to show'he was nof the one driving. 

Although an office, can stopa driver for going through an intersection on a yellow ligh~ the cameras are only set to trigger when a person 
enters the inlersectionon a red light. 

The fine for running a red light is $302. 

The cost of installing the cameras has been paid for by Redflex. 

The city will pay Redflex a certain amount for each ticket issued, on a per-camera, per-month system: 

For each. of the first 50. citations Redflex will be paid $60. For the next 50 tickets, $50; and the next 50 tickets, $40. After those 150 tickets, 
Redflex will receIVed $25 per ticket. 

Hu~ey said the city will waH a month or two before looking again at Ninth Avenue and Geary Street S.E. as another intersection for red light 
cameras. . ~j 
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Red;'Ugh.fVideosprovided by the 'AlbanY-Police Department 
Albany police have,n,leased two videos of drivers caughl on red lighlcah)eras al'Geary Streel and Queen Avenue S.E. 

The cameras have been laking pictures and videos since Sept. 1 b,ut until now only warnings have been serit to drive", suspected of 
running red IIghls. 

The warning period!s scheduled to end Tuesday night. Police say they plan to start approving cHallons at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday. 

VideoS,like the two ~"I~asecl by police. ,i1ong With still pholos are reviewed by officers to delermlne whelher a violation actually occurred 
andwhetheta tiCi(et shOUld be senl In, the mall. 

The cameras are operated by Redflex Traffic SYstems. which will received a portion of the ticket fines. The fine forrunrilng a red light is 
$302. 
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Camera$capture COpS catching crooks 
By CarriePelSj:Sen 
Albany Democrat-H"rald 

Page 1 ofl 

Albany police respandiryg toa theft call early this mprnlng",ere the only drivers caught ona red light camera since the city said H would 
start issuing tickeis to red light runners at Geary Street and Queer,Avenue S.E. 

. The cameras have been taking pictures and videos since Sepl1. Until now, however, red light violators were issued only warnings. 

Starting at 12:01 a.m. today, drivers caught on the .cameras asrunrling the signal will be mailed citations. 

Police have released 11'10 videos. of drivers caught on cameradliring the warning period. The videos can be seen oriline at 
WWW.d!!mocrBtherald.comtphotogalleries . 

. Videos,likethell'lo rele~sedbypo!ice, along wilhstillpholosilreteviewed first by the camera's. operating cornpaw,~edflexTraffic 
Sytems,and then by Albany police. Ii is the pOlice thatwill determine whether a violation actually .0cCurredarid whether a ticket should be 
sent in the mail. 

It takes about 11'10 or three days from the time of the violatiOnto .. llihen.police see the images: Red light runners can expect to see a ticket 
-along with four still photos and an online link to a video "-'in the mail within 10 business days. 

Police $liid this mominglhalsince midnight there wer.e .twb~inclderits·captured on the camera. They were officerS responding to a call 
aholitjieoplesiphoniriggas froin vehicles in the 2400block .. 01' Queen Ave. S.E. . 

The cali came i~ .at2:31 a.m. and the officers went through tfie iiite,.,.ection at 2:35 a.m. According to a police report, officers stopp~da car 
with fivE>.t .. enage~in~ide along with a garden hose and plaStic liter bottles that smelled (jf gasoline. Four vehicleS in the same area were· 
found wHhgas caps removed. 

Four Of the teens were Charged with theft. 

poli.ce were caught on the redlighl cameras at least one oth~r time. In September, an on-duty officer responding to an emergency call was 
seen on video driving With overhead lights on, slopping 10 make sure there was no danger, then goitig through the interSeCtion on a red 
light. 

VIDEOS ONLINE 

Police. have released two videos of drivers caught on camera during the warning period. To view the videos, go to 
h!!p:lIwww.democratherald.col!ll!!hoiQ...!!!!lIl.M.§. 
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Customer Management Report (Albany) Redlight Incidents 
01-.1an-2008 to 31-Dec-2008 Operator Id: % 
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I Total Violations 1572 457 2029 I 
Less Uncontrollable Factors 
Obstruction Oliver QbstrucHonlDuckers 9 4 13 

prate Obstruction 25 10 35 , 
Signal Obstruction 3 6 9 

Vehicle Obstruction 5 2 7 

Police Citation Issued manually 0 
Rejects 

Emergency Vehicle (PO) 41 13 54 

Gender Mismatch 53 14 67 

Incorrectflncomplete DMV 50 16 66 

Invalid Offense 4 5 

Police Discretion 326 B4 412 

Safe Tum On Red 10 6 16 

PolicylWeath Extended Vehicle 6 0 6 
.c 

Sun Glare 4 10 14 

Weather/Nature 7 8 

Yellow with Red Light 9 9 18 

Registration Can Not Identify Slate 0 
Issues 

Gender Match 20 11 31 

Paper Plates 22 6 28 

Wrong or No DMV 1 0 1 
Total 599 193 792" 

Sub Total Violations 973 264 1237 

less In Progress 0 0 0 

Available For Pros'ecution 973 264 1237 

Less Rejects 

1 of 2 
© Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc. 



Camera Dalabar Unreadable/Incorrect 0-00% 9-03% 9-01% 
Malfunction 

Face Camera No Flash 21-02% 1-00% 22-02% 

Image Missing 2-00% 0-00% 2-00% 

Mise Camera Issue 4-00% 0-00% 4-00% 

Plale Not in Frame 1-00% 0-00% 1-00% 

Rear Plale Camera Blurry 0-00% 1-00% 1-00% 

Scene Image Flash Inappropriate 1-00% 0-00% 1-00% 

Scene Image No Flash 4-00% 4-02% 8-01% 

Police Driver Unidentifiable images poor 2-00% 0-00% 2-00% 
Rejects 

Vehicle On or Passed Stop Une 49-05% 15-06% 64-05% 

Process Too Old 3-00% 1-00% 4-00% 
Issues 

Total 87·09% 31·12% 118-10% 
f'> 

'Notices printed 886-91% 233-88% 1119-90% 
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