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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report is the first from the Commission to be able to report on Oregon’s first greenhouse gas
reduction goal as established in ORS 468A.205 -- to arrest the growth of emissions and to begin reducing
those emissions by 2010. For the first time the Report provides data for 2010 from multiple emissions
tracking perspectives. Also for the first time, much of the emissions data being used are based on
reports filed by emitting facilities and energy suppliers for 2010. These improved and up-to-date data
indicate that Oregon met its 2010 greenhouse gas reduction goal, having arrested the growth of
greenhouse gas emissions and, it appears, also establishing a downward emissions trajectory in which
emission levels are expected to be reduced into the future. Moreover, it appears that emissions have
been arrested regardless of whether one considers only emissions occurring within the State’s
boundaries or if we also include emissions from outside of Oregon that result from what Oregonians
consume, how they travel or receive goods, or how they use energy that is imported into the State.

We can pause to applaud these gains, in which Oregon and a small group of other states lead the nation.
Then we need to remember that progress toward Oregon’s longer term greenhouse gas reduction goals
— to reduce greenhouse gas emission by 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 and at least 75 percent
below 1990 levels by 2050 — remains challenging (particularly as we emerge from recession, and
recovery-related emissions may rise). As described in the Commission’s last report to the Oregon
Legislature the Commission created an interim “Roadmap to 2020” in 2010 to plot a course toward
achieving these goals across good and bad economic times. The Roadmap was labeled interim in order
to allow for a public input process and to integrate technical work that was ongoing when the Roadmap
was adopted by the Commission. Valuable public input was gathered from a “Roadshow for the
Roadmap” process in 2011, and a summary of those results is contained in this report. Technical and
policy work integral to the Roadmap recommendations also occurred — most notably through the
development of the Statewide Transportation Strategy and the Governor’s 10-Year Energy Action Plan —
and that work has provided an improved analytical foundation for making future Roadmap choices.

For this report the Commission provides an initial assessment of progress on the “Roadmap to 2020” for
each of the forty key actions identified in that process. A summary of the progress assessment follows,
with more detail available sector by sector noting key accomplishments in recent years and highlighting
what remains to be accomplished in order to stay on the course toward Oregon’s 2020 and 2050 goals.
These scores reflect an assessment of overall forward progress, or lack thereof, for each key action on a
statewide level and are not a performance measure for any particular agency, company, or organization.

Work on preparing for and adapting to climate change this past biennium has been limited by budget
and other constraints. Accomplishments include adoption of the Oregon Integrated Water Resources
Strategy and adaptation and vulnerability planning done by the Oregon Department of Transportation.

This report, as well as all the “Roadmap to 2020” process materials, can be found on the Commission’s
website, www.keeporegoncool.org, which remains an important archive of the Commission’s activities.




Progress Summary: Key Sector Actions by 2020 from “Roadmap to 2020” Process
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