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I. The work of the Public Infrastructure Commission 

The Commission’s charge is found in HB 4111 which directs the Commission to: 

1.        Identify Oregon’s public infrastructure funding needs; 

2.        Review and examine the tools now available to meet those needs 

3.        Research and evaluate a variety of innovative financing and procurement 

methods for public infrastructure projects;  

4.        Identify legal impediments to innovative financing and procurement;  

5.        In furtherance of its duties, receive determinations related to project 

evaluation from the Treasurer’s office; and 

6.        Report to the Legislature. 

The Commission’s role is to understand, evaluate, and make recommendations regarding the 

use of innovative financing and procurement methods, including private expertise and capital, 

in developing and financing infrastructure projects.   

“Financing” means to bring available capital to a project when needed for construction and 

related costs, including by borrowing.  Financing methods can include bonds, loans, grants or 

legislative appropriations, and payments by private capital providers outside the bond market. 

Financing is different from funding.   “Funding” means to assure a source of cash to pay debt 

service for the financing, which is likely to be at least in part, paid over time.  The public 

owners’ ability to fund the cost of the infrastructure projects is a combination of political and 

fiscal issues that are not within the purview of the Commission.  The Commission will examine 

the potential costs and benefits of financing that includes use of private capital.   

II.   Status of the Commission’s work 

 

The Commission’s work has been delayed because of difficulties identifying, recruiting, and 

appointing members with the appropriate mix of skills and experience to complete the 

Commission’s work. 

 

The Commission’s first meeting was in October, 2014.  It also met November 11, and will have 

monthly meetings of approximately three hours during the months December through March, 



Public Infrastructure Commission 
Report to the Legislature 
November 21, 2014 
Page 2 
 
 

2015.  If the Commission’s recommendations include action to be considered by the 79th 

Legislative Assembly, this work schedule will allow the Commission to offer its 

recommendations during the 2015 legislative session. 

 

The topics to be covered in the meetings are designed to cover the full scope of tasks assigned 

to the Commission in HB 4111. 
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