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Rep Paul Evans Rides CARTS Public Transit

SALEM—State Representative Paul Evans rode the Route 40 CARTS loop on the morning of Friday, October 23rd to talk to morning commuters about possible improvements to the current system of routes. 

Route 40 serves west Salem, Independence, Monmouth and Dallas as a link between Polk and Marion counties. According to drivers on the Polk-Marion route, the majority of morning commuters are state and federal employees who live in Polk County while working in Salem. 

“Taking the morning route today and speaking with commuters has clearly demonstrated to me that CARTS is an important component of local transportation,” said Rep Evans, “judging by the stops this morning, it would seem that the current CARTS program would be improved with a direct Monmouth to Salem express route.”

Commuters on Route 40 this morning commented on how a direct Monmouth to Salem express route would make the CARTS system more reliable and would cut down on waiting time, while doubling the number of trips between Monmouth and Salem currently available. They also expressed support for expanded weekend and evening services, noting how many residents of Polk county do not currently have alternative methods of transportation. 

When asked how to improve upon the current CARTS program one driver suggested better advertisement of the services provided to boost bus ridership in the community. Another suggestion was a possible relationship with Cherriots, which would lead to possible bus sharing, especially with buses that are retired from Cherriots, but still have some utility left.  
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