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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friends,

We are now in the third week of the 2016 Legislative Session. Today I will provide some updates on my legislative priorities, as well as the progress on the minimum wage debate.
[image: ]
Legislative Priorities:
Every week during the session there are deadlines that bills must meet to avoid “dying”. I am happy to announce that all of my legislative priorities have met the second week’s requirement, to have a public work session and are on their way to satisfying the third week’s deadline, a public hearing in the second chamber. The following are short descriptions of my priority bills and what specific progress they have made.

[bookmark: _GoBack]My number one priority is HJR 202, which I am Co-Chief sponsoring with Representative Julie Parrish (R-West Linn). This bill proposes a constitutional amendment requiring 2% of undesignated lottery revenues be used in support of Veterans’ programs. This bill enjoys bipartisan support and would raise $25 million to support veterans, their spouses, and children. Last week HJR 202 was voted out of committee unanimously and is now in the House Rules Committee. WOU Students visiting for University Day on February 11th


[image: ]HB 4081, my second priority, is a low income housing measure that I have proposed alongside Rep. Davis (R-Sherwood). This policy would extend the sunset clause of a housing tax exemption for certain nonprofit organizations that provide low income housing to 2022. This allows for 2020 census data to help determine if the tax exemption will still be needed.

HB 4098, my third priority establishes a Resiliency Grant Fund for the purchasing of emergency preparedness equipment. This grant fund is financed by unused Article Q bonds. Modeled after the Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI), HB 4098 will create a grant system where the state can purchase equipment for towns and counties in rural Oregon to help mitigate the harm of natural disasters. This bill was passed unanimously out of the House Veterans and Emergency Preparedness Committee on February 4th and was referred to the Joint Ways and Means Committee.    Oregon Food Bank Lobby Day on February 9th


My last priority, SB 1565, is a bipartisan effort with Senators Boquist (R-Dallas) and Burdick (D-Portland) and Rep. Davis (R-Sherwood) that would authorize cities or counties to adopt exemptions for newly constructed or installed industrial improvements with an initial investment cost of $1 million or more. Last Thursday the bill passed out of the Senate Committee on Finance and Revenue unanimously and has been scheduled for a vote in the Senate.  

Minimum Wage Update:
The desire to find a moderate compromise to the minimum wage proposals on the November ballot has led to a number of bills in the Oregon legislature that hope to balance the needs and concerns of small, local businesses and our shrinking Middle Class. To discourage a divisive ballot campaign, Governor Brown has proposed an increase that recognizes the different economic realities between the Portland Metropolitan area and rural Oregon. This would lead to annual increases that would culminate with an ending wage of $14.50 in the metro area and $13.25 outside it by 2022.

On Thursday, February 11th the Senate passed SB 1532, which establishes 3 different zones, each with their own hourly minimum wage. These wages would grow gradually, reaching their end goal by 2022. Tier 1 will set a $14.75 wage within the Portland urban growth boundary, Tier 2, including Salem, Bend, and Eugene will end at $13.50, while Tier 3 sets an hourly rate of $12.50. 

As always, please feel welcome to contact me with questions or concerns about these or other issues important to Oregonians.

Warmly,
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Rep Paul Evans
House District 20

Capitol Phone: 503-986-1420
Capitol Address: 900 Court St NE, H-281, Salem, OR 97301
Email: Rep.PaulEvans@state.or.us
Website: http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/evans
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