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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friends:
 
[image: ]Our 2016 Legislative Session ended early.  In 32 days we came together and accomplished what Oregonians elected us to do: to find fair, meaningful, and well-reasoned solutions to the problems we face.  First, we passed a new Minimum Wage that provides six-years for businesses to plan, reflects regional economics, and sets the stage for an important discussion in 2017 about assistance for local businesses struggling to compete in global markets.  Though imperfect, our compromise took into account most of the concerns shared over the past two years: added time for employers, regional pricing, and legislative capacity for adjustment.
We also forged an historic renewable energy law.  This compromise built upon the work of environmental and industry groups – it puts us on a path away from coal-fired power production in our lifetime.  Many of us were wary of intervening on this matter but were convinced it would avert a needless fight at the ballot.  The plan expands our investment in renewable energy, affirms the balance forged through compromise, and improves our national security through energy independence.  Others may follow this trail.
Representative Evans and his 2016 Legislative Staff

This February we came together to perform our duties: to rebalance the budget, consider new information about ongoing programming, and to consider legislation necessary for our circumstances.  In reality, Oregonians today are struggling harder than ever – despite record productivity and profits – just to pay the bills. Contrary to the media hype, we worked across the aisles to find rational solutions for emergent problems. Together we passed legislation seeking to expand affordable housing, enhance public safety, provide new tools for economic development and rural manufacturing, and to improve accountability and transparency of government.  

Every legislator took our responsibility seriously and did what we could to contribute to the larger effort.  The following legislative measures were my priorities during the 2016 Legislative Session: HJR 202 – a referral for a permanent set-aside of a portion of Lottery Revenues for veterans’ outreach and services; HB 4081 – an extension of a tax exemption for affordable housing providers; and SB 1565 – a new tool for rural economic development important for our emergent beer, spirits, and wine industry.

HJR 202 passed both chambers and will be on the November 2016 general election ballot.  This referral proposes an amendment to the Oregon Constitution setting aside 1.5% of Lottery Revenues for “veterans’ outreach and services.”  Known inside the Capitol as the “Vets Lottery Bill” it empowers the People of Oregon to make the most consequential investment in veterans in Oregon History.  Together we can use lottery funds to leverage every last penny of available federal assistance for the men and women we sent into Harm’s Way on our behalf.  

HB 4081 passed both chambers and went to the Governor’s Desk with near unanimous support.  It is a small part of a comprehensive strategy for housing stabilization and security.  Oregon is in the middle of a housing crisis, and the strategy requires a multifaceted approach: more affordable housing, better protections for renters and certainty for landlords, modest land use reforms, and stronger collaboration for shared goals.  This measure was a critical step: a much needed extension of existing tax incentives for organizations already providing housing while we develop a long-range plan.    

SB 1565 passed both chambers and went to the Governor’s Desk as well.  This bill creates a new tool for rural industrial development.  It will help existing businesses expand production: it is an incentive for job creation as well as vertical integration of Oregon-grown crops for global markets.  I enjoyed co-sponsoring this measure with Senator Brian Boquist (R, Dallas).  We built a bicameral, bipartisan team together for passage – it has immense potential for our beer, spirits, and wine industries.  I am excited to see how this develops  over the coming years.  

With the Legislative Session now over it is time to get out of the office – and back into the neighborhood.  Over the coming weeks I will be traveling throughout House District 20 to learn, listen, and share with you what we did, what we didn’t, and why.  Thank you for your involvement in our community – I hope to see you soon.   

Warmly,
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