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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friends,

Happy New Year House District 20!  It is my belief that the end of the year is a time for family, friends and good food. I hope that this holiday season found you with the special people in your life. 

Economic and Revenue Forecast
On December 2nd the Oregon Office of Economic Analysis released its quarterly economic and revenue forecast and presented their findings to the State Legislature. The forecast brought some positive news: Oregon’s economy continues to make significant gains, not just in the Portland area, but increasingly in the Mid-Willamette valley and other rural communities. In fact, job growth over the past year in Oregon has been over a point faster than the national average. 

New Legislation Starting January 1st 
On January 1st many new laws from the 2015 legislative session took effect. You can find the complete list here, but I would like to take a moment and note eight important ways that the Oregon legislature is helping support working families in 2016.

1. Right to Try: Gives terminally ill patients in Oregon the right to try medical treatments that haven’t been approved by the Food and Drug Administration (HB 2300).
2. Paid sick leave will ensure that working families will no longer have to decide between taking care of their health and keeping their jobs (SB 454).
3.  Domestic Workers Workplace Protections: Domestic Workers now have fundamental work place protections including overtime pay, periods of rest, paid vacation time, and freedom from harassment (SB 522).
4.  Personal Injury Protection: Auto insurance consumers will now be able to receive up to the full amount of uninsured motorist coverage (and underinsured coverage) if they are injured by an at-fault, uninsured driver (SB 411).
5. Expanding access to our democracy by making sure that every Oregonian eligible to vote, receives a ballot. While other state legislatures are working to limit voter participation, Oregon is moving to remove barriers to voting (HB 2177). 
6. Aligning Oregon law with the federal Violence Against Women Act to keep firearms away from convicted domestic abusers (SB 525).
7. Protecting College Students from Unfair Fees by requiring all contracts between public universities and third-party financial intuitions for disbursement of student aid moneys to comply with federal guidelines and prohibit additional fees (HB 2832).
8. Expanding Access to Birth Control by allowing pharmacists to prescribe birth control, reducing the need for women to visit a doctor for their contraceptive prescriptions.  In addition, insurers are required to cover a full year of birth control (HB 2879 & HB 3343).

Upcoming Events:
· Veterans Forum: January 4th at 6pm at Salem Electric, Room 633 7th St NW, Salem
· Coffee in Community: January 7th at 7am at Rick’s Place 123 Main St. Monmouth
· Coffee in Community: January 14th at 7am at Urban Grange 1594 Edgewater St. Salem
· Coffee in Community: January 21st at 7am at Ovenbird Bakery 215 Main St. Independence
· Coffee in Community: January 28th, 7am French Press 2725 Commercial St. Salem

2015 Year in Review:

As I reflect on 2015 I am humbled by the opportunity my constituents have provided me to serve as their State Representative. In the coming year I look forward to helping build a better Oregon for all. 
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I hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable New Year celebration, and I look forward to working with you all in the coming short session in February.

Warmly,
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Rep Paul Evans
Office: 900 Court St NE, Salem, OR 97301 - Phone: 503-986-1420
District phone: 971-273-0014 – Email: rep.paulevans@state.or.us
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