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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Hello friends, and a warm autumn greeting to you. This fall has been a busy one for me; we have had our first legislative days at the capitol, and my fall classes at Chemeketa are in full swing. Fall is my favorite time of the year; it is full of new beginnings and new opportunities. Today I want to talk about two new opportunities that are coming soon and the work we have been doing in two important areas: small business and support for our veterans.

[image: ]This summer and fall have given me the chance to meet with many of our local entrepreneurs and business owners through my 60 in 60 Small Business Outreach program. I met with folks from many different industries, listened to their concerns, and asked them each the same question: how can the Oregon legislature support small, local businesses and help bring them into a 21st century economy? 

The conversation has been productive and led to discussions with state representatives on both sides of the aisle during legislative days at the Oregon capitol this month. I met with a number of friends from around Oregon to discuss what we could do to help support local businesses—the backbone of our state’s economy. 
	Representative Evans with the owners of Arena Sports Grill in Independence

[image: ]Out of these discussions came a number of concepts that I am calling the “Small Business Agenda”. These are concepts that need to be shaped, discussed and refined before they are ready for the 2017 legislative session, but are all trying to tackle a piece of the question that I have been asking local business owners. To date we have about seven concepts that I will be sharing with you over the coming months.

Next month on November 10th I will be meeting with members of the Salem community at the 50+ Center on Portland Road. I will be speaking about Veteran’s Day. On Veteran’s Day I will also be speaking at the Salem Iraq/Afghanistan War Memorial at 3pm. As an Airforce Veteran I firmly believe that we need to remind ourselves of the service that so many women and men provide for us through their commitment to our military.  

We need to honor our duty to these men and women not only in thought or word, but also in deed as well. I am proud to announce that a small team of volunteers from House District 20, along with myself and my legislative staff, will be joining the ranks of volunteers of our local Habitat for Humanity to assist in the “Heroes with Heart” project; a project that aims to provide secure housing for our veterans in need. Representative Paul Evans leveling driveway during Make a Difference Day Event for Habitat for Humanity of the Mid-Willamette Valley 10-24-15


Moreover, I am excited to announce that for the 2016 legislative session I will be introducing a bill to set aside a portion of the Oregon Lottery Fund for veterans outreach for in Oregon. Every year millions of dollars set aside for our veterans remain unclaimed due to the lack of awareness and communication regarding the opportunities available. The funding this bill provides will furnish assistance for more than 300,000 veterans living in Oregon and will represent a step toward keeping faith with those who have served our country honorably. 

In keeping with our commitment to our small businesses and veterans, we will soon begin hosting our monthly forums to hear your questions, concerns and ideas for our community. Stay posted with our legislative calendar for news about our outreach programs.

Warmly,
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Rep Paul Evans
State Representative
House District 20

[bookmark: _GoBack]Email: Rep.Paulevans@state.or.us I phone: 503-986-1420
address: 900 Court St NE, H-281, Salem, OR 97301
Follow me on Facebook!
Website: http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/evans
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