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REUNION ENJOYED BY ALL 
 
The fourth Capitol Alumni Reunion held 
in December brought many, can we say 
“experienced,” faces back to the capitol 
building. Friendships and acquaintances 
from 30 years or more were reestab-
lished, and the Capitol Foundation’s pro-
grams to collect and preserve the history 
of the Capitol and the activities therein 
profited. 
 
Our major fund raising event was the sale 
of raffle tickets for a Caribbean Cruise. 
Irv Fletcher, a long time regular at the 
Capitol Building, initially as a distin-
guished representative of organized labor 
and later as a legislative staffer, was the 
raffle winner. A tip of the hat to Sandy 
Allen and her committee for their dedi-
cated volunteer work on the event. 

 
# # #  

 

KULONGOSKI PORTRAIT 
The week prior to completing his 2nd 
term as Oregon Governor, the Oregon 

State Capitol Foundation held a ceremo-
nial “hanging” of Governor Ted Kulon-
goski’s portrait in the hall near the Sen-
ate Chamber. A couple hundred fellow 
citizens and 4 former governor’s joined 
the event honoring our retiring governor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the photo above, Portland artist Edu-
ardo Fernandez explains to the audience 
the features in the portrait, which in-
clude an Oregon Military flag, law 
books, the Scales of Justice, and a wall 
painting of an Oregon mountain.  These 
and other features highlight points in the 
Governor’s unique and extensive contri-
bution to Oregon with service in the 
Oregon House of Representatives, the 
Oregon Senate, as Insurance Commis-
sioner,  Attorney General and Justice of 
the Oregon Supreme Court, as well as 
the 36th Governor.  

# # # 
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HERITAGE PROGRAM  
MAY 12TH 

 
On May 12, Heritage Programs, a divi-
sion of the Oregon Parks and Recrea-
tion Department, will host a preserva-
tion Month Fair at the State Capitol 
State Park in Salem. Community or-
ganizations from around the area and 
several state agencies will provide in-
formation about their efforts to help 
preserve Oregon’s historic places. 
 
The event will be held from 11:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. on the grounds of the 
State Capitol on the north side of Court 
Street, opposite the Capitol building. 
 
Nineteen participating organizations 
will highlight the history of their insti-
tutions and their local and statewide 
work to preserve important sites related 
to Oregon’s historic events, persons, 
and places.  
 
Participating exhibitors include the 
Willamette Heritage Center, Salem 
Landmarks Commission, Deepwood 
Estates, Willamette University Ar-
chives, Oregon State Hospital Mu-
seum, Oregon Military Museum, Ore-
gon State Parks, Oregon Cultural Trust, 
The Historic Preservation League of 
Oregon, the National Trust, Oregon 
Department of Transportation, Oregon 
State Archives, Oregon State Library, 
Oregon Historic Trails Advisory Coun-
cil, Oregon Historic Cemetery Program 
and the National Register of Historic 
Places Program. New this year, the 
students of Clatsop Community Col-
lege will demonstrate traditional build-
ing techniques during the event. 
 
As part of the event, the Oregon State 
Capitol will offer a free 30-minute tour 
of the building at 11:00 a.m., including 
a 121-step climb to see the “Oregon 
Pioneer,” which stands atop the build-
ing, plus the spectacular view of the 
city and the surrounding area.  
 
Following the climb, personnel from 
the State Capitol State Park will guide 

visitors through the history of the 
grounds at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Those interested in participating in the 
Capitol building tour should meet 20 
minutes early at the information kiosk 
on the 1st floor. The tour of the 
grounds will begin across the street at 
the Historic Preservation Fair. 

# # # 

 

PACIFIC WONDERLAND  
LICENSE PLATE 

SALES CONTINUE 
 

The Pacific Wonderland license plate 
sales are a wonderful fund raiser for 
the Oregon Historical Society and the 
Capitol Foundation. The good news is 
that sales of new plates continue to 
occur each month. 

Funds from the sale of new plates 
come only to the Oregon Historical 
Society and Capitol Foundation. On 
renewal, plates cost the same as 
“regular issue” plates, and all the re-
newal money goes to the Department 
of Transportation. About 8,000 plates 
of the 40,000 authorized by the 2009 
Legislature have been sold, so support-
ers of the preservation of our history 
should continue to promote their sale. 

 

STATE OF OREGON  
PROCLAMATION  

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
 

WHEREAS: Scientific evidence indi-
cates that the State of Oregon is at risk 
for much larger and potentially more 
damaging earthquakes and tsunamis; 
and 
WHEREAS: Oregon enacted laws in 
1995 and 2001 that require schools, 
state and local agencies, and large pri-
vate employers to instruct and drill 
students and employees on emergency 
procedures such as those related to 
earthquakes and tsunamis; and 
WHEREAS: Seismic strengthening of 
existing buildings and public education 
on local tsunami evacuation is strongly 
encouraged to further reduce loss of 
life and property damage; and 
WHEREAS: Oregon enacted laws in 
20101 that require schools and emer-
gency facilities to meet seismic life 
safety standards and in 2002 enacted 
laws that will provide state bond funds 
to help mitigate high risk schools and  
emergency facilities; and 
WHEREAS: Emergency management 
agencies will highlight these prepared-
ness and mitigation procedures and 
provide increased earthquake and tsu-
nami information to Oregon residents 
and visitors in April. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE: I,  John A. 
Kitzhaber, M.D., Governor of the State 
of Oregon, hereby proclaim April 
2011 to be 
 

EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAMI 
AWARENESS MONTH 

 
in Oregon and encourage all Orego-
nians to join in this observance. 
SIGNED: John A. Kitzhaber, M.D., Gover-

nor & Kate Brown, Secretary of State. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
DENNY JONES DAY AY THE  

LEGISLATURE 
May 26, 2011 

Honoring his service in the Legislature 
and his 100+ years in Oregon. 
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Become a Capitol Friend 
                I am a new member.                   I am renewing my membership for 2011. 
 
Name(s) ____________________________________ Address__________________________________________ 

City_________________ State ____ Zip Code________ Phone _______________  Email_____________________ 

Amount enclosed for membership dues: $________      Amount enclosed for additional tax-deductible gift: $_______ 
 

 Check payable to:  Fund for OSCF Please charge my bank card:     Visa     Mastercard 
 
Bank Card # : _______________________________   Expiration Date: _____________________ 
 
Billing Address: _______________________________  ____________________   ______________   __________ 
                       Street                                                  City                                State              Zip Code 

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail to: Fund for OSCF, 900 Court St. NE, 140-A, Salem, OR  97301 
State Employee Payroll Deduction Form available at:  http://www.leg.state.or.us/capinfo/ 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Lifetime Capitol Friends ($500) 
Sandra Allen ● Kathleen Beaufait ● Frankie Bell ● Vicki Berger ● Kathryn Boe-Duncan ● Jon Christenson ● Denny Jones ● Ginny Lang ● Bill 

Markham ● John Marshall ● Denny Miles ● Fred Neal ● Elizabeth Walton Potter (In Memory of Beatrice Walton Sackett) ●  
Jim & Nancy Sellers (In Honor of Denny Miles) ● Norm & Kathy Smith ● Robert F. Smith ● Jim Stembridge ● Gary & Gail Wilhelms 

 

Friends of the Capitol ($25-$149) 
Dick Angstrom ● Ray & Jean Auel ● Frankie & George Bell (In Memory of Gigi Starbuck) ● Herb Colomb ● Kim Cooper & Jon Jaqua ● Margaret Doherty ● 
Diana Powers Evans ● Nellie Fox Edwards ● Nan Heim ● Bill Holmes & Lynn Partin ● Vinita Howard ● Daniel Jarman ● Leigh Johnson ● Robert E. Jones ● 

Ann & Ron Lyman ● Steve March ● Bill Markham ● Kristina McNitt ● Randy Miller ● Kathleen Burrell Monaghan ● Bill Moshofsky ● JoAnn Onstott ●  
Gary Oxley ● Cheryl Perrin ● Keith Putman ● Barbara Roberts ● Ozzie Rose ● Mike Schaufler ● John Theodore ●  Cliff & Jo Anne Trow ● Joanne Verger ● 

Lyndon A.S. Wilson, Jr.  
 

Empire Builders ($150-$249) 
John & Sandy Allen (In Memory of Sherman R. Allen) ● Vic Atiyeh ● Glenn Bond ● Mary McCauley Burrows ● Lewis & Jodie Hampton 

 
2011 Capitol Friends ($25 Annual Membership) 

Bernie Agrons ● Joan Amico ● Dick Angstrom ● Nicole & Ken Armstrong ● The Hon. Vic and Dolores Atiyeh ● Ray B. Auel ● Dick Banton ● Jeff and Vicki 
Barker ● Dave Barrows ● Tom Barrows ● Russ & Delana Beaton ● Wende Bennette ● Len Bergstein ● Larry Bevens ● Lee & Elizabeth Beyer ● Bruce Bishop 
● Bryan Boehringer ● Glenn Bond ● Mary Botkin ● Kristina Bowman ● Bill Bradley ● Patrick Braatz ● Frank Brawner ● Neil Bryant ● Keith Burbidge ● 

Ginny Burdick ● Scott Burgess ● Mary McCauley Burrows ● Maribel Cadmus ● Kevin Cameron ● Georgena Carrow ● Wallace P. & Gloria Carson, Jr. ● Jane 
& Ron Cease ● Olivia Clark ● Herb Colomb ● Kim Cooper & Jon Jaqua ● Alan Costic ● Peter & Margie Courtney ● David & Vivian Crow ● William Ames 

Curtright ● Cynthia Day ● Michael & Kiki Dembrow ● Al & Sally Densmore ● George & Nancy Dewey ● Margaret Doherty ● Verne & Donna Duncan ● 
Randy Ealy ● James Eckland ● Katherine Eckland ● Nellie Fox Edwards ● Bob & Phyllis Elgin ● Paget Engen ● Diana Powers Evans ● Irv Fletcher ● Sandra 
Flicker ● Dave & Lynn Frohnmayer ● Garrett, Hemann, Robertson, P.C. ● Dr. Ken Gaver ● Mike & Mary Grainey ● Marilyn Grannell ● Chane Griggs ● Mike 
& Kathy Gromek ● Frank & Pat Gruber ● Harl Haas ● Lewis Hampton ● Bruce Hanna ● Barbara Hanneman ● Sharleen Harvey ● Nan Heim ● Vinita Howard 
● Daniel Jarman ● Don Jepsen ● Leigh Johnson ● Elizabeth Johnson ● Judge Robert Jones ● Kay Juran ● Bill Kennemer ● Lenore Kipp ● Brian Krieg ● Lynn 
Kulongoski ● Ted Kulongoski ● Bromleigh Lamb ● Dave & Ann Lau ● Ray & Keeta Lauderdale ● Pamela Leavitt ● Jan Lee ● Phil Lemman ● Shawn Lindsay 
● Steve March ● Tom & Judy Marsh ● James Martin ● Michael McLane ● Kristina McNitt ● Dave McTeague ● Tony & Carolyn Meeker ● Kelly Meiners ● 

Peter Merck ● Debbie Miller ● Raymond T. Miller ● Randy Miller Consulting Engineers ● Kathleen Burrell Monaghan ● Bill Moshofsky ● Jack Munro ● 
Dave & Leah Nelson ● Patricia Nielsen ● Bob Oleson ● Robert Oliver ● Frederick Olson ● JoAnn Onstott ● Gary Oxley ● Fred Parkinson ● Carol Parsons ● 
Bill Holmes & Lynn Partin Ed Patterson ● Doris Penwell ● Cheryl Perrin ● Alicia Philpot ● Joan Plank ● Margarethe Pommerening ● Keith Putman ● Heidi 
Eggert & Tobias Read ● James & Joan Redden ● Dennis Richardson ● Dennis Richey ● Ozzie Rose ● Anita Leach Saalfeld ● Peggy Sato ● Mike Schaufler ● 
Jim Scherzinger  ● Jerry & Carmen Schmitz ● John Schoon ● Suellen Scott ● Jim & Joan Sexson ● Brian Shipley ● Josephine H. Simpson ● Harriet Skoog-
Belnap ● Hugh Sowers ● Sherrie Sprenger ● Clancy Standridge ● George Starr ● Rebecca Purvine Sterup ● Judy Sugnet ● James Thayer ● John Theodore ● 
Loen Theodore ● William D. Thorndike, Jr. ● Cliff & Jo Anne Trow ● Tony Van Vliet ● Joanne Verger  Wanda Wahus ● Pat Whiting ● Sharon Whitwer ● 

Keith & Lois Wilson ● Lyndon A.S. Wilson ● Brad Witt ● Peter Wong ● Jan Wyers ● Tricia Yates ● Jan & Al Young ● Betty Zacharias 



 

Board of Directors 
Fred VanNatta, Chair 

Jane Cease, Vice Chair 

Senator Jason Atkinson 

Senator Betsy Johnson 

Senator Joanne Verger 

Representative Vicki Berger 

Representative Brian Clem 

Representative Matt Wingard 

Sandra Allen 

Frankie Bell 

Kathryn Boe-Duncan 

Frank Brawner 

Herb Colomb 

Verne Duncan 

Paul Hanneman 

Ginny Lang 

Bill Markham 

Anthony Meeker 

Denny Miles 

Fred Neal 

Norma Paulus 

Annette Price 

Norm Smith 

Gerry Thompson 

Gary Wilhelms 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
           Ron Blankenbaker 

Ron Blankenbaker, longtime political columnist for the Salem 
Statesman-Journal, died recently at the age of 76.  Ron 
“inhabited” the Capitol Building for nearly a quarter century.  
He was described by colleagues as an old-fashioned blue-collar 
newsman unimpressed by fame or stature of individuals about 
whom he wrote. 
 
While Ron returned for one session after retirement to work for 
a Speaker of the House, he never lost his independence or com-
mitment to the facts. 
 

His final retirement from the Capitol resulted in the disbanding of one of the most 
highly visible Christmas Charities in Salem, the Pompous Twits.  For several years 
before his retirement as a reporter, Ron would identify several fellow occupants of the 
Capitol as Pompous Twits, describing in detail the errors of their ways in legislative 
or administrative activities of Oregon government that displayed ineptitude or arro-
gance.  One of his targets, Salem Senator LB Day working with Ron, used the label to 
identify folks for holiday fund raising for food & gifts at Christmas.  The project was 
greatly enjoyed by the participants and had high visibility while helping many Salem 
area families. 
 

Elwin J. “Bill” Ireland (1915-2010) 
Bill Ireland, Prineville native, 1936 graduate of the University of Oregon, and WWII 
Veteran, served in the Oregon House of Representatives representing Clackamas and 
southern Multnomah Counties in the 1951-1953 session.  He then served as Secretary 
to the Board of Control from 1953 to 1956 and later was chairman of the Capitol 
Planning Commission in the late 60’s and early 70’s when expansion of the mall 
northward was planned. 

900 Court Street NE, Rm 140A 
Salem OR 97301 
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Oregon State Capitol  
Ornaments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Buy yours today in the  
Capitol Gift Shop. 

$20 ($18 for Capitol Friends) 
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