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For the 2012 Session, the Legisla-
ture’s bicameral Information 
Technology Governance Board 
approved a demonstration project 
outside the Senate Chamber 
called Capitol AIDE – short for 
Capitol Automated Interactive 
Digital Entryway.  Capitol AIDE 
is an interactive digital 
touchscreen sign that allows users 
to press buttons on the screen to 
access selected information.   
 

The goal of Capitol AIDE was to increase ac-
cess, transparency and reliability in the commit-
tee agenda posting process.  Posting agendas is 
a sizeable task, with over 2,800 agendas and 
revisions being posted during the 2011 Session 
alone.   
 

Based on its performance and feedback from 
users, Capitol AIDE was a success.  Agendas 
were posted faster and more reliably with the 
digital sign, and users were able to search agen-
das by bill number and find agenda information 
sorted by day.   Capitol AIDE also included a 
directory of Capitol offices and an interactive 
map that allowed users to view the Capitol’s 
different floors. 
 

“Love it!!  Very user friendly!!  Thank you!!” 
exclaimed one user on a comment card.  
 

In keeping with the decorum of the Capitol, 
Capitol AIDE’s digital sign was displayed in an 
attractive wooden kiosk built by inmates with 
Oregon Corrections Enterprises in Salem.  With 
its rounded grooves and finished in a walnut 
stain, the kiosk in the Senate lobby features 
design elements seen in the Senate Chamber. 
 

Based on the demonstration project, the bicam-
eral Information Technology Governance Board 
recently approved expanding the use of Capitol 
AIDE to other locations, including outside the 

House Chamber and by the Visitor’s 
Services kiosk near the Rotunda.   
 

When the Legislature is not in ses-
sion, Capitol AIDE can also be used 
to introduce visitors to different as-
pects of the Capitol.  Once the intro-
duction is made, then Capitol AIDE 
can direct the user to additional in-
formation.  For example, work is 
being done now to display: 
 

 Welcome message for visitors. 

 Oral history excerpts. 

 Introduction to Oregon’s legislative process. 

 Facts about Oregon. 

 Other items of interest to visitors. 
 

Visitors can press a button on the screen to 
hear a brief presentation on one of these topics.  
After the presentation, Capitol AIDE will then 
direct the visitors to more information.  The 
goal is to give visitors the resources they need 
to have a rich, educational and informative 
visit to the Capitol. 
 

The digital sign can be used as a template to 
display different content, which allows the 
content to be updated and rotated to keep it 
interesting for visitors.  Each sign can also 
display its own content.  This would allow the 
sign near Visitor’s Services, for example, to 
show different information than the sign out-
side the Senate.  With this capability, the infor-
mation on the sign can be tailored to meet the 
needs and interests of users in specific loca-
tions. 
 

Many people in the Capitol worked hard to 
make this project a success.  In particular, the 
staff in Information Services and Facilities 
Services did a tremendous job to deliver a user
-friendly, helpful and beautiful result.   
 

The next time you are in the Capitol, please 
give Capitol AIDE a try. 
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By James Goulding, Senate Reading and Journal Clerk 

On April 25, 1935, Floyd Grant McMul-
len, a 22 year old Willamette student 
from Hermiston, tragically lost his life 
acting as a volunteer firefighter battling 
the blaze that destroyed Oregon’s second 
Capitol Building.  In 2011, to honor his 
sacrifice, Senate Resolution 3 named the 
conference room behind the Senate 
Chamber in memory of Mr. McMullen.  
 

Margaret Brutscher visited the Senate’s 
“Floyd G. McMullen Conference Room” 
on April 18, 2012, where she shared 
warm memories of her brother, Floyd.  
Margaret was joined by her husband, 
Elton, and her daughter and son-in-law, 
Barbara and Jeff Leisman. 
 

Margaret remembered Floyd, the oldest 
of five siblings, as a hard worker while 
growing up on a farm in Hermiston.  His 
parents were adamant that their children 
become educated, and as the oldest child 
Floyd did his best to set a good example 
for his younger siblings.  A skilled debat-
er, Floyd was encouraged to pursue a 
legal education by his uncle, an attorney 
in Portland.  Floyd was accepted to 
Willamette and made the long trip to 
Salem to pursue his education. He be-
came a “dormer” for Salem Fire Depart-
ment, serving as a fire fighter in ex-
change for room and board. 
 

As the fire began to consume the old 
Capitol, Floyd was on the front line 
fighting the blaze when he was fatally 
wounded.  Margaret remembered the 
morning of April 26, 1935, when her 
mother took the phone call that Floyd 
had been killed the night before. Floyd 
was deeply loved by his family, and they 
were devastated by the news. 
 

Margaret, then a senior in high school, 
followed her brother’s example and pur-
sued her own education.  She earned a 
degree from what is now Eastern Oregon 
University in La Grande, and went on to 
become a teacher for 39 years. She spent 
her career teaching children that were ill 
and unable to attend regular classes, of-
ten visiting places like the Oregon State 
Tuberculosis Hospital to connect with 
students.  Today, Margaret and her hus-
band, Elton, reside in Salem and enjoy 

working together in their garden.  
 

Capitol staffers who attended the recent 
gathering were moved and thankful to 
Mrs. Brutscher and her family for sharing 
their recollections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Goulding and Margaret Brutscher 

By Debbie Miller, Director of Operations, Senate President’s Office 

There will never be another Denny Jones.  
The former Eastern Oregon legislator 
died at his home on April 25 at the age of 
101.  He was honored at the State Capitol 
on May 26, 2011 with a “Denny Jones 
Day” Celebration .  At that event, hun-
dreds of Denny’s colleagues, friends and 
family paid tribute to the man who had 
become a Capitol legend.   
 

Denny never outgrew his cowboy roots.  
He was born in Ione, a small town in 
Morrow County.  He became a jockey at 
age 14.  Later, Denny worked as a cow-
boy on his cousin’s ranch which he even-
tually took over in 1949.  He was elected 
to the Oregon House in 1973 and served 
there until term limits forced him out at 
the beginning of 1999.  He became a 
member of the powerful Joint Ways and 
Means Committee.  Denny could easily 
recall past budget facts, figures and 
promises and hold agencies accountable. 
 

Denny could be gruff but he had a big 
heart.  He loved Oregon, especially East-
ern Oregon, and its people.  In turn, Den-
ny was loved and respected by everyone 
who knew him.  He was a man of his 
word who could be trusted by a simple 
handshake.   
 

Denny is  survived by his daughter, Ka-
ren Dinsmore, son, Eugene, eight grand-
children, 14 great grandchildren and by 
four great great grandchildren.  His wife, 
Mildred, died in 1999. 

By Juliene Popinga, Building  Use Coordinator 

OSCF Approves Development Report  
Oregon’s History Gateway at the State 
Capitol Project 
The project formerly known as “The His-
tory Center Project” 
 

Following research, surveys, interviews, 
dialogues, discussions, focus groups and 
concepting charrettes, agreements have 
been reached on the strategic framework 
for Oregon’s History Gateway at the State 
Capitol. The next step is to clarify inter-
pretive strategy and to reach initial agree-
ments about the program, the organiza-
tional improvements and the new operat-
ing structures that are needed to design, 
develop, run and operate Oregon’s Histo-
ry Gateway at the State Capitol effective-
ly.  
 

As the project transitions into the Strate-
gic Development Phase the report find-
ings presented to OSCF will be the 
roadmap for the strategic plan develop-
ment. The plan, scheduled to be complet-
ed by June, 2012, will outline phases over 
years. When completed and approved by 
OSCF, it will be presented to the Legisla-
tive Administration Committee (LAC) for 
consideration and final adoption consider-
ation.  
 

View the complete Draft Project Develop-
ment Report at http://www.leg.state.or.us/
foundation/HistoryCenter/PlanningDocument.pdf. 
 

By Scott Burgess, Legislative Administrator 

Debbie Miller, who served as Committee 
Assistant to the Oregon State Capitol 
Foundation from its inception, retired in 
January.  Debbie was a driving force be-
hind the Foundation and many of its pro-
jects, such as the Oral Histories.  Debbie 
also provided most of administrative du-
ties to the Foundation, including organiz-
ing the Foundation meetings and activities 
and keeping contact with the members 
and the Foundation’s “Friends” and sup-
porters through correspondence and news-
letters.  Debbie has also served for many 
years as staff to Senate President Peter 
Courtney, a strong supporter of the Foun-
dation. 

FLOYD MCMULLEN  
REMEMBERED 

CAPITOL HISTORY CENTER 
PLANS TAKING SHAPE 

DEBBIE MILLER RETIRES 

DENNY JONES, LONGTIME  
LEGISLATOR, DIES AT 101 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/foundation/HistoryCenter/PlanningDocument.pdf�
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Become a Capitol Friend 
 
                        I am a new member.                   I am renewing my membership for 2012. 
Name(s) ____________________________________ Address__________________________________________ 

City_________________ State ____ Zip Code________ Phone _______________  Email_____________________ 

Amount enclosed for membership dues: $________      Amount enclosed for additional tax-deductible gift: $_______ 
 

 Check payable to:  Fund for OSCF    Please charge my bank card:     Visa       Mastercard 
 
Bank Card # : _______________________________   Expiration Date: _____________________ 
 
Billing Address: _______________________________  ____________________   ______________   __________ 
                       Street                                                  City                                State              Zip Code 

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail to: Fund for OSCF, 900 Court St. NE, 140-A, Salem, OR  97301 
State Employee Payroll Deduction Form available at:  http://www.leg.state.or.us/capinfo/ 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Annette Price presented the Capitol Foundation with a $5000 gift on behalf of the Capitol Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                      Fred VanNatta and Annette Price 

Lifetime Capitol Friends ($500) 
Sandra Allen ● Kathleen Beaufait ● Frankie & George Bell ● Vicki Berger ● Jim Bernau ● Kathryn Boe-Duncan ● Jon Christenson ● Judy Hall ●  

Genoa Ingram ● Denny Jones ● Ginny & Phil Lang ● Bill Markham ● John Marshall ● Kristina McNitt ● Denny Miles ● Fred Neal ●  
Elizabeth Walton Potter (In Memory of Beatrice Walton Sackett) ● Nancy Sellers ● Jim Sellers ● Norm & Kathy Smith ●  

Robert F. Smith ● Jim Stembridge ● John Watt (In memory of  Fred Segrest) ● Gary & Gail Wilhelms  
 

Empire Builders ($150-$249) 
Nan Helm ●  Lewis Hampton ● Alfred & Janet Young (In memory of Jeanette Hamby) 

Friends of the Capitol ($25-$149) 
James Goulding ● Kathleen Beaufait ● Jennifer Hudson ● Thomas Feely ● Daniel Jarman ● Dave McTeague ● George Starr ● Patricia Whiting and Robert 
Duncan ● John Theodore ● Ozzie Rose ● Kevin Cameron ● Eugene Hamby (In memory of Jeanette Hamby)  ●  Phil Donovan ●  Thomas Feely ● Frankie & 

George Bell (In memory of Denny Jones)   

2012 Capitol Friends ($25 Annual Membership) 
Lee Anderson ● Nicole & Ken Armstrong ● Vic and Dolores Atiyeh ● Dick Banton ● Jeff and Vicki Barker ● Sue Beale ● Russ & Delana Beaton ● Kathleen 
Beaufait ● Wende Bennette ● Didk Banton & Cindy Becker ● Bill Bellamy ● Rick Berkobian ● Larry Bevens ● Mary Botkin ● Kristina Bowman ● Bill Brad-

ley ● Secretary of State Kate Brown ● Scott Burgess ● Mary McCauley Burrows ● Maribel Cadmus ● Kevin Cameron ● Georgena Carrow ● Wallace P. & 
Gloria Carson, Jr. ● Jane & Ron Cease ● Olivia Clark ● Herb Colomb ● Danielle Cooper ● Peter & Margie Courtney ● George & Nancy Dewey ● Mike & 

Kathleen Dewey ● Margaret Doherty ● Phil Donovan ● Verne & Donna Duncan ● Randy Ealy ● Bob & Phyllis Elgin ● Paget Engen ● Diana Powers Evans ● 
Tom Feely ● Theodore Ferrioli ● Irv Fletcher ● Sandra Flicker ● Dave & Lynn Frohnmayer ● Gordon & Judy Fultz ● M.M & Patricia Gaffer ● George & 

Sandy Gilman ● James Goulding ● Garrett, Hemann, Robertson, P.C. ● Mike & Mary Grainey ● Cheryl Gribskov ● Peter Green ● Chane Griggs ● Frank & Pat 
Gruber ● Harl Haas ● Lewis Hampton ● Barbara Hanneman ● Dixie Hannon ● Kathleen Hanson ● Bill & Sharleen Harvey ● Nan Heim ● Jody Hampton ● 

Jennifer Hudson ● Dora Humplik ● Mo & Patricia Jaffer ● Darrell Jabin ● Daniel Jarman ● Bill Kennemer ● Lenore Kipp ● Lynn Kulongoski ● Ted Kulongo-
ski ● Bromleigh Lamb ● Bill & Genna Lemman ● Shelley Burrell Lewelling ● Kristin McNitt ● Greg MacPherson ● Steve March ● James Martin ● Michael 
McLane ● Kristina McNitt ● Dave McTeague ● Tony & Carolyn Meeker ● Kelly Meiners  Connie Griffith Melo ● Ken Messerle ● Debbie Miller ● Raymond 

T. Miller ● Randy Miller Consulting Engineers ● Jonathon Mills ● Kathleen Burrell Monaghan ● Kathy Keene & Jack Munro ● Linda Wilhelms Navarro ● 
Dave & Leah Nelson ● Frederick Olson ● JoAnn Onstott ● Gary Oxley ● Fred Parkinson ● Carol Parsons ● Ed Patterson ● Marian Paulsen ● Alicia Philpot ● 

Margarethe Pommerening ● Juliene Popinga ● Annette Price ● Keith Putman ● Heidi Eggert & Tobias Read ● Fred & Marylen Rees ● Bob Repine ● Ozzie 
Rose ● Diane Rosebaum ● Anita Leach Saalfeld ● Peggy Sato ● Gene & Mary Saylor ● Jim Scherzinger  ● Suellen Scott ● William Scott ● Jim & Joan Sexson 
● Brian Shipley ● Bob & Judith Shiprack ● Phyllis Shoemake ● Hugh Sowers ● Sherrie Sprenger ● George Starr ● Rebecca Purvine Sterup ● Bill & Margaret 

Taylor ● Chris Telfer ● James Thayer ● John Theodore ● Loen Theodore ● William D. Thorndike, Jr. ● George Trahern ● Cliff & Jo Anne Trow ● Kerry Tym-
chuk ● Tony Van Vliet ● Wanda Wahus ● Greg Walden ● John & Cathy Watt ● Gene & Josie Whisnant ● Sharon Whitwer ● Brad Witt ● Peter Wong ● Patsy 

Wood  ●  Jan & Al Young ● Betty Zacharias 
 



 

Board of Directors 
Fred VanNatta, Chair 

Jane Cease, Vice Chair 

Senator Jason Atkinson 

Senator Betsy Johnson 

Senator Joanne Verger 

Representative Vicki Berger 

Representative Brian Clem 

Representative Matt Wingard 

Sandra Allen 

Frankie Bell 

Kathryn Boe-Duncan 

Frank Brawner 

Herb Colomb 

Verne Duncan 

Paul Hanneman 

Ginny Lang 

Bill Markham 

Anthony Meeker 

Denny Miles 

Fred Neal 

Norma Paulus 

Annette Price 

Norm Smith 

Gerry Thompson 

Gary Wilhelms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
Thomas E. Whelan 

Tom a lifelong Oregonian, died on March 9th, 2012 in his Portland home of complications of 
diabetes. He was 63.Tom was a member of the House, representing Salem from 1996 to 1998 
and had a 30 year career in public service, working in state government, on city boards and as a 
Salem Fire Captain.  One of his proudest efforts was his successful pursuit, as a citizen advo-
cate, of Oregon’s “fire-safe cigarette” law in 2007. Tom leaves behind his 86 year old father, 
former State Representative Ed Whelan, and many loved ones.  

Josephine “Jo” A. (Heald) Simpson 
“Jo” was born in Brush, Colorado in 1937. She moved to Oregon in her youth with her family. 
She was instrumental in the creation of Tryon Creek State Park, lending her energy and organi-
zational skills to Friends of Tryon Creek. Her many years of helping with Republican political 
campaigns culminated with her own successful run for the legislature, where she served as a 
Representative in 1979-80 session. Survivors include her husband, two daughters, a son and 
four grandchildren.  

Jeanette Hamby 
Jeanette was born March 15, 1933 in Biwabik, Minn. She was a five term Republican legislator 
known as an early champion for woman’s and immigrant's rights. She was honored that Mark 
Hatfield  called and asked her if she would run for the House of Representatives. She was hon-
ored and successfully ran in 1981. She served one term in the House and 4 terms in the Senate. 
One of her many accomplishments was forming a woman’s caucus, which was comprised of all 
17 woman serving in the Legislature in the early 80’s.  She is survived by her husband, two 
daughters and four grandchildren. 

Fred  Segrest 
Fred Lee Segrest, was  born January 30, 1939, in Idaho Springs, Colorado. He moved to Salem 
in 1964. Fred was hired as a budget analyst for the State of Oregon and served in that position 
and many other roles in state government during his 30+ year career.  After his official retire-
ment, Fred continued his public service, and worked part-time in various state agencies and as a 
legislative aide for his son-in-law State Representative John Watt of Medford.  Fred is survived 
by his wife, two daughters and his son-in-law.   

Gail L. Achterman 
Gail was born in Portland on August 1, 1949.  She graduated from South Salem High School.  
Gail received her economics degree from Stanford and her master’s and law degrees from the 
University of Michigan.  As an attorney she was a leader in natural resources and transportation 
law.  She served as chairwoman of the Oregon Transportation Commission and was instrumen-
tal in drafting the legislation for the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.  Gail worked 
at the Capitol with Frankie Bell and was a donor for the Governor Kulongoski portrait.  Achter-
man died from pancreatic cancer on January 28, 2012.  She is survived by her husband, Charles 
McGinnis, two stepsons, three siblings, and one grandson. 

 

900 Court Street NE, Rm 140A 
Salem OR 97301 
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