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Lawmakers Hear Bill to Strengthen Enforcement of Oregon
Constitutional Rights

SALEM, Ore. — Senator Cedric Hayden (R—Fall Creek), joined by Senate Republican
Leader Bruce Starr (R-Dundee) and Representative Ed Diehl (R-Stayton), today
testified in support of Senate Bill 1563, legislation that ensures Oregonians can
meaningfully enforce their civil rights under the Oregon Constitution when those rights
are violated by state or local government.

SB 1563 allows courts to award attorney fees to individuals who successfully prove
violations of the Oregon Constitution—aligning state law with long-standing federal civil
rights protections while preserving Oregon’s independent constitutional framework.

“Oregonians already have the right to bring claims when the government violates their
constitutional rights,” said Senator Hayden. “What they often lack is a realistic way to
enforce those rights. When justice is only accessible to those who can afford it,
constitutional guarantees become hollow. SB 1563 restores accountability and ensures
that our Constitution has real force behind it.”

Senator Hayden, who serves as Vice Chair of the Senate Committee on Health Care,
emphasized that the bill reflects core constitutional values shared across ideological
lines—including free speech, due process, religious liberty, equal protection, property
rights, rights of the accused, and the rights of people with disabilities.

“Constitutional rights are not theoretical. They protect real people—families, faith
communities, and individuals navigating complex systems of care. No Oregonian should
have to pay twice just to prove the state violated their rights,” Hayden said. He noted that
to bring a pure state constitutional claim in an Oregon court, a citizen pays their own
personal counsel, and for the tax-funded government lawyers who oppose the litigation.
By aligning Oregon’s right to prevailing party attorney fees for meritorious civil rights
claims, the state would be aligned with federal civil rights practices that have comfortably
existed for 50 years and have helped to facilitate and secure people’s constitutional rights
for decades in federal courts.

Senator Hayden noted that SB 1563 does not create new causes of action, expand
liability, or lower legal standards. Individuals can already bring state constitutional claims
today. The bill simply ensures that when a person proves a violation, courts have the
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authority to make that judgment meaningful by allowing recovery of attorney fees—a
mechanism that has existed at the federal level for 50 years.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the federal civil rights attorney-fee statute, which
was enacted in 1976 by a Democratic Congress, signed by Republican President Gerald
Ford, and supported unanimously by Oregon’s entire federal delegation at the time—
including Democratic Congressman Les Au Coin, Republican Representative
Congressman Bob Smith, and Senators Mark Hatfield and Bob Packwood. Supporters
say SB 1563 honors that bipartisan legacy by ensuring civil rights enforcement remains
nonpartisan and grounded in constitutional accountability.

Senate Republican Leader Starr also testified in support of the bill, underscoring its
importance to the integrity of Oregon’s constitutional system.

“What SB 1563 does is restore balance. It ensures that when an Oregonian proves—as
a matter of law—that their state constitutional rights were violated, the courts have the
ability to make that victory meaningful. It ensures that Oregon’s Constitution works not
just for those with power or resources—but for everyday people, in moments when they
need it most.”

Additionally, Representative Diehl also testified in support of the bill.

“SB 1563 is about individual rights. It addresses a simple question: When the
government violates someone’s constitutional rights, are those rights actually
enforceable—or only enforceable if you’re wealthy enough to hire a lawyer?”

Senator Hayden introduced this legislation in the 2025 session but noted that concerns
about increased litigation against law enforcement or local government are misplaced.
Federal civil rights law already governs most police-conduct cases, and state case law
allows some judicial discretion for prevailing party fees when the constitution harm
impacts everyone in the same class of citizens. SB 1563 focuses instead on state-law
violations against individuals where Oregon’s Constitution provides distinct or broader
protections than federal law. Moreover, he noted, “There’s no fiscal impact to government
when the government doesn’t violate people’s individual civil rights; it's pretty
straightforward that if the government follows its own laws, there would be no need for
these lawsuits to begin with.”

SB 1563 had its first hearing today in the Senate Judiciary Committee and received
written testimony from citizens across Oregon and across the political spectrum.
“Securing our civil rights should never be a partisan issue, and the legislature must put
the people first before protecting government bad actors,” Hayden concluded.
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