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Aggressive Federal Immigration Enforcement Is Hurting 

Oregon, House Democrats Say 

 

SALEM, Ore. – After reports that immigration enforcement activity has steadily increased 
across the state and resulted in continued violence across the country, House Democrats spoke 
out today about what that means for Oregonians day-to-day and the ability of the state to reach 
its goals.  

“Immigrants and refugees deserve fair pay, affordable food and healthcare, quality education 
and housing, and safe neighborhoods free from xenophobia, traumatic deportations that 
separate families, and discrimination at school and the workplace,” said Rep. Valderrama 
(D–Outer East Portland), a lead on sanctuary policies at the local and statewide level for many 
years. “The Sanctuary Promise Act is not up for negotiation. No Oregonian should be afraid to 
seek shelter during a wildfire, at the hospital, or getting to work or a parent-teacher conference. 
Race and immigration status should never determine belonging here in Oregon or anywhere 
else.” 

While the immediate impacts are felt most acutely by immigrant families, House Democrats said 
the consequences are felt throughout Oregon's communities and economy. 
 
“As the son of immigrants and small business owner, I know firsthand that Oregon's economy is 
strongest when people have the opportunity to work, build a business, raise a family and invest 
in their community,” said Rep. Nguyễn (D-SW Portland & Lake Oswego), Chair of the House 
Committee on Economic Development, Small Business, and Trade. “When immigration 
enforcement creates fear that keeps workers from showing up, entrepreneurs from expanding, 
or families from putting down roots, our economy, our communities and all of Oregon pays the 
price.”  
 
Lawmakers also warned that disruptions to Oregon's workforce have real consequences for the 
state's efforts to increase housing production and address the housing shortage. 
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“Federal actions that generate uncertainty and fear for the people who build our homes make it 
harder to deliver the housing Oregonians need,” said Rep. Marsh (D-Southern Jackson 
County), Chair of the Committee on Housing and Homelessness. “Housing and workforce are 
deeply connected. We should be making it easier to build the housing our communities are 
counting on - not creating barriers that push workers away.”   
 
In recent years, Democrats have expanded funding for Universal Representation, strengthened 
Oregon's sanctuary laws, invested in immigrant and refugee services, and continued working to 
protect access to education, economic opportunity, and basic human rights for all Oregonians.  
 
Oregon's future depends on ensuring everyone has the opportunity to contribute, succeed, and 
feel safe calling Oregon home. 
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