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Oregon House Votesto Boost Support for Low-Income Familieswith Young Children
HB 4110 Expands the Earned Income Tax Credit fanilfas with kids under the age of three,
builds upon historic vote to raise Oregon’s minimwage

SALEM - Today the Oregon House of Representatieésd/to expand the state’s Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) — one of the most effeetanti-poverty programs in the country.

House Bill 4110, which passed on a bipartisan wbt4-4, would increase Oregon’s EITC
match for families with children under the agelokt from 8% of the federal credit to 11%.

This boost for low-income families is expected &yphapproximately 58,000 Oregonians. By
specifically targeting low-income families with yogi children, HB 4110 will provide much-
needed support for families who are strugglingay for child care and other basic needs while
also going to work and trying to maintain familglsility.

“This approach encourages local economic growthrwheney is spent within their
communities,” says Rep. Jeff Reardon (D-Happy Walleho carried the bill on the House
floor. “The Earned Income Tax Credit is a way tahbleelp people work their way out of
poverty and is a tremendous economic developmehtitas a proven policy that can improve
life for hard working, lower income Oregonians.”

HB 4110 builds upon yesterday’s historic vote tor@gase Oregon’s minimum wage. According
to testimony submitted by the nonpartisan CentdBuaiget and Policy Priorities, raising the
minimum wage and strengthening the EITC are “thia pillars of making work pay for families
that earn low wages.”

House Speaker Tina Kotek (D — N/NE Portland) maaté bolicies top priorities for the 2016
legislative session. In addition to support for WBLO, the Speaker has advocated for $10
million to fund this expansion of Oregon’s EITC gram.

“By raising Oregon’s minimum wage and expandingEHEC, we can make real progress to
build an economy that works for everyone,” saysa®peKotek. “This week, the House has
taken two major steps to support the working fagsilivho need it most.”

Today’s vote builds upon efforts to help workingnies from the 2015 legislative session,
when lawmakers approved strategic investmentsarkthployment Related Day Care Program
and the Working Family Child and Dependent Carectaxlit in order to increase access to
quality, affordable childcare for working families.



“We are making a serious effort to reduce poventy address extreme income inequality in
Oregon,” says Rep. Alissa Keny-Guyer (D — Portla@hair of the Housing and Human
Services Committee. “We still have much more warkld, but expanding the EITC for families
with young kids is a smart step to help thousaridamilies who need support right now.”
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