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House Democrats Learn More About Corporate Price
Tricks That Cost Oregonians More, Will Bring
Legislation in 2027 Session

SALEM, Ore. — This week, in the House Interim Committee on Commerce and Consumer
Protection, members of the legislature heard from experts on how big corporations are using
new tools to artificially inflate prices for Oregonians. These practices are making everyday
purchases more expensive — from grocery shopping to calling an Uber or Lyft to booking a flight
to visit family. A recent Data for Progress survey showed that 75% of consumers believe
these practices are unfair.

“Some retailers are using algorithms combined with our personal data to squeeze consumers to
the limit," said Rep. Nathan Sosa (D - Greater Hillsboro), who chairs the House Committee on
Commerce and Consumer Protection. "Other states have put a stop to these practices, and
Oregon should do the same."

According to experts, Oregonians feel this increase through “price bloat” such as junk fees,
price manipulation, price collusion between companies, and data and privacy abuses.

“Grocery prices and the cost of living are already far too high,” Rep. Lamar Wise (D - E
Portland & Damascus). “Oregon cannot let corporations use our personal information against us
and decide which Oregonian families pay the most.”

Research shows that people pay different amounts for the same product, purely based on what
Oregonians’ private data shares with companies. For instance, a single mother who Googled
cold symptoms could now be more likely to pay a higher price for cold medicine.
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“Our communities are being crushed under the weight of rising costs, and big corporations are
exploiting our personal data to extract every dollar they can,” said Rep. Farrah Chaichi (D -
Beaverton, Aloha), Vice Chair. “These are shameless practices that need to be stopped.”

These practices are becoming increasingly widespread and it's not hard to see why: research
shows that there’s $70 billion worth of growth available to companies that move from traditional
loyalty programs to ones that set individual prices.

“Oregonians deserve fair prices,” said Rep. Willy Chotzen (D - Outer SE Portland). “Our
personal data should not be used against us to charge some of us more than others.”

House Democrats will bring legislation forward in the 2027 session to lower everyday prices for
Oregonians.
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