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Oregon Honors Dolly Parton, Whose Legacy of Early 

Literacy Will Live On Statewide 

 
SALEM, Ore. – Oregon mourns the passing of Dolly Parton, a beloved singer, songwriter, 
actress, and philanthropist, whose extraordinary generosity and commitment to early childhood 
literacy will continue to shape the lives of Oregon families for generations to come. 
 
Through Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL), every child from birth until age five can 
receive one free, age-appropriate book delivered directly to their home each month, regardless 
of income. The book-gifting early literacy program is available in every zip code and county 
statewide, ensuring children across Oregon can access free books that support their literacy 
and lay the foundation for lifelong learning. 
 
House Majority Leader Ben Bowman (D-Tigard, Metzger, S Beaverton)  
“I am absolutely heartbroken to hear about the passing of Dolly Parton. She was not only a 
music legend, but a dedicated philanthropist who devoted herself to inspiring children to love 
reading. 
 
“Dolly’s legacy will live on through the books that reach Oregon’s youngest readers and families 
through the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. She understood that giving a child a book could 
open a door to a lifetime of learning and opportunity. Her impact in Oregon is a testament to that 
vision. Dolly reminded us that ‘the first step is always the hardest, but you’ll never know unless 
you try.’ Oregon will continue to honor her by continuing that mission—putting books in the 
hands of children, inspiring them to dream big, and giving every child the opportunity to discover 
where reading can take them.” 
 
House Minority Leader Lucetta Elmer (R-McMinnville) 
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"Today we truly lost one of the greats. Dolly Parton spent her career writing and performing 
songs that touched the hearts of the masses, then, using the platform she built, worked to better 
the world around her.  
 
“Dolly’s legacy will live on right here in Oregon’s Imagination Library Program. Reading has 
been known to inspire dreams when the right book falls into the right hands. Dolly’s 
contributions have allowed us, as the legislature, to support our budding dreamers. She will be 
forever missed, but never forgotten.” 
 
Lisa Harnisch, Executive Director of Marion & Polk Early Learning Hub 
“Because of Dolly Parton, we know the power of music. We also know the power of literacy. 
Perhaps her greatest legacy is the thousands of children who now have books in their hands, 
opening the door to a lifelong love and joy of reading. 
 
“Today, 9,244 children are actively receiving books in the mail, and 4,934 have graduated from 
the program. We are honored to carry forward her vision by prioritizing literacy and nurturing a 
lifelong love of reading among our community’s youngest members.” 
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