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Oregon’s Veteran Crisis Response Task Force Law Takes 

Effect June 5 

 
SALEM, Ore. – Legislation establishing the Task Force on Responding to Veterans in Crisis (HB 
4099) officially takes effect on June 5, marking a major step forward in improving crisis response 
resources and coordination for veterans across the state. 
 
The bipartisan legislation creates a statewide task force charged with developing a proposal to 
ensure every Oregon county has access to trained veteran crisis response teams capable of 
responding effectively to veterans experiencing mental health or behavioral health emergencies. 
 
“House Bill 4099 is a good start on the path to addressing this crisis that impacts so many of our 
military veterans. That said, it is only a start. I am pleased that the bill received strong bipartisan 
support in the Legislature. The task force has a substantial amount of work to do in a short 
period of time. I look forward to the report from the Task Force in September and fully expect 
that it will be the first of a series of incremental steps toward addressing this problem,” said Rep. 
Rick Lewis (R-Silverton). 
 
Under the law, the task force will bring together veterans advocates, law enforcement leaders, 
public health officials, and community stakeholders to recommend solutions including 
specialized training standards, coordination protocols, and improved identification systems to 
better support veterans in crisis. 
 
“Veterans have been told for years to ‘reach out for help,’ but the help isn’t there when they 
need it most,” said Rep. Paul Evans (D-Monmouth, Independence, West Salem and South 
Salem). “We’ve been patching holes in a broken system for too long. This bill is a good start 
because it finally acknowledges the crisis facing veterans and begins building real infrastructure 

mailto:Rep.RickLewis@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.PaulEvans@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.ThuyTran@oregonlegislature.gov
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2026R1/Measures/Overview/HB4099
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2026R1/Measures/Overview/HB4099


to respond. But it’s time to get serious. We need more long-term investment if we want to 
actually prevent veterans from falling through the cracks.” 
 
The task force will also study ways to improve coordination between veteran support teams and 
law enforcement agencies, helping ensure veterans receive appropriate care and intervention 
during emergencies. 
 
“When veterans reach a point of crisis, every minute matters,” said Rep. Trần (D - NE Portland) 
said. “This effort is about making sure no veteran falls through the safety net and that families 
know help is available. Oregon is taking an important step toward building a system rooted in 
compassion, accountability, and understanding.” 
 
The task force is required to submit recommendations to the Oregon Legislature no later than 
September 15, 2026. 
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