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Oregon House Passes Bipartisan Bill to
Invest $10 Million in New Healthy Homes
Repair Fund

House Bill 2842 creates a home repair grant program at the Oregon Health Authority aimed at
low-income renters and homeowners to receive energy efficiency upgrades, smoke filtration and
home hardening, and other critical housing fixes and upgrades.

SALEM, OR — Today the Oregon House voted to advance a bipartisan bill aimed at supporting
low-income Oregonians across the state in receiving home repairs that will drive down energy
costs, improve wildfire resilience, and protect the health of residents from mold, smoke, and
polluted air.

House Bill 2842, known as the Healthy Homes bill, will seed a new Healthy Homes Repair Fund
at the Oregon Health Authority with $10 million that will be granted out to housing authorities,
local governments, Tribal Nations, coordinated care organizations, and nonprofit organizations
to support home repairs that improve the health, safety, and energy efficiency of housing stock
for low-income Oregonians.

“House Bill 2842 is focused on the intersection of housing and health care,” said Rep. Pam
Marsh (D-Southern Jackson County), a chief sponsor of the bill. “Housing is a social determinant
of health, as fire-displaced families seeking refuge in motels, cars, or substandard housing
demonstrate. This bill will ensure that as we incentivize construction of new housing that our
current housing stock is maintained and upgraded to provide safe, healthy and affordable housing
for decades to come.”

“Everyone deserves a home that is healthy and safe, but too many Oregonians live in housing
that is aging and energy inefficient, has structural problems, and contributes to health
disparities,” said Rep. Mark Owens (R-Crane). “This is particularly problematic in our rural
communities, and housing quality is one of the contributing factors to high energy burden in
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Eastern Oregon districts like mine. By passing this legislation, we are taking important steps to
improve the quality of life for Oregonians.”

"Weatherizing our homes not only protects us from the elements, but also reduces our energy
bills and creates jobs in home retrofitting," said bill supporter Lisa Mufioz in Hood River,
Program Director for Comunidades and a life-long resident of the Columbia River Gorge. "Our
community members who have suffered due to contracting COVID-19 and those who are
permanently affected by lung and breathing issues such as asthma should not have to worry
about wildfire smoke in their homes. These home upgrades will help provide a refuge as wildfire
smoke becomes a seasonal companion."

House Bill 2842 establishes a grant program to provide funding for repair and rehabilitation of
homes owned by low income households or to landlords seeking to repair rental units occupied
by low income households. Repairs can include energy efficiency improvements, health and
safety upgrades including radon, lead or mold abatement, installation of smoke filtration or air
purification systems, structural improvements, seismic upgrades or other repairs.

The program will be administered by the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) via grants issued to
eligible entities such as local governments, housing authorities, nonprofit organizations, Tribes,
and coordinated care organizations. The bill encourages OHA to gather data and refine the
program over time, and establishes an Interagency Task Force on Healthy Homes to collect and
review data on the program in coordination with other relevant state agencies.

HB 2842 passed 56-2, and now moves to the Senate for further consideration.
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