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Rep. Wise to Continue Push for Policy Solutions to
Improve Regular Attendance as Oregon Schools See
7,000-Student Increase

SALEM, Ore. — According to recent reports, Oregon schools saw over 7,000 more students
regularly attend school during the 2025-26 school year, raising the state’s regular attendance
rate to 64.5%. Rep. Lamar Wise (D-SE Portland, Damascus, Boring, and Happy Valley) is
working to build on that progress by advancing policies that improve attendance data and help
schools address the barriers keeping students from attending regularly.

“These numbers are welcome, but frankly not near enough. We need to see real progress, and
it can’t wait,” said Rep. Wise. “When students aren’t showing up to class, they aren’t learning
key skills they need to be successful. A quality education shouldn’t be a luxury — it should be an
expectation.”

In the 2026 session, Rep. Wise passed a law requiring the Oregon Department of Education
(ODE) to calculate additional attendance metrics and release attendance data reports four times
a year. It will officially go into effect in the 2026-2027 school year. He will continue to build on
this work in the upcoming 2027 session.
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