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Warren, Hoyle, Wyden, Merkley, Ocasio-Cortez,
Subramanyam Introduce Legislation Modeled on
Oregon’s First-in-the-Nation Law to Block Corporate

Takeovers of Medical Practices

The 2025 law is the strongest in the country and already led to a major hospital system in the
state backing off plans to replace a local physician group

SALEM, Ore. — Building on Oregon’s landmark effort to protect patients and preserve physician
independence, Senators Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), and Jeff Merkley
(D-Ore.), along with Representatives Val Hoyle (D-Ore.), Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.),
and Suhas Subramanyam (D-Va.) introduced today new legislation modeled on Oregon Senate
Bill 951, the first-in-the-nation law banning the “straw doctor” model used by private equity firms
and corporations to control medical practices.

In response to the signing of SB 951 into law in 2025, U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren
emphasized the need for federal action, stating that Congress should “follow and get private
equity out of health care nationwide.”

“With big bipartisan majorities, Oregon passed the strongest ban on the corporate practice of
medicine in the country,” House Majority Leader Ben Bowman (D-Tigard, Metzger, S
Beaverton) said, a chief sponsor of Oregon Senate Bill 951. “Oregon has shown that it's
possible to stand up to corporate profiteering in healthcare and win. Now it's time to take that
fight nationwide.”

The bill played a central role in stopping ApolloMD from replacing Eugene Emergency
Physicians, the longtime local emergency-medicine group serving PeaceHealth’s Eugene-area
hospitals earlier this year. When PeaceHealth moved to replace the local group with
Atlanta-based ApolloMD, a federal judge criticized the proposed arrangement under the new
law, and PeaceHealth ultimately agreed to retain Eugene Emergency Physicians.
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Rep. Nancy Nathanson (D-North Eugene) added, “Health care isn’t a commodity. It's
fundamentally different from any other industry. This legislation was about putting patients first,
and it's encouraging to see that same principle gaining traction at the federal level.”

The newly introduced federal legislation reflects growing national momentum to address the
corporatization of healthcare and protect patients, providers, and communities from the impacts
of consolidation.

“When Oregon passed this bill, we made clear that medical decisions belong to clinicians, not
private equity,” said Rep. Lisa Fragala (D-Eugene). “The fact that federal lawmakers are now
engaging with this issue shows this is not just an Oregon concern, but a national conversation
about protecting the integrity of patient care and keeping clinical judgment where it belongs: with
doctors and healthcare professionals.”
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