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Republican proposal to reinstate Oregon’s Promise scholarship for college
students gets full vote of Education Committee
Bill to renew scholarship funding comes after Rep. Owens and Rep. Bonham’s request
that Governor Brown fulfill the program’s funding for kids and families
SALEM, Ore. – In 2020, students who relied on the Oregon Promise Scholarship to
pay for college lost out on these critical funds due to budget cuts. Now an amendment
from Representative Mark Owens (R-Crane) would restore the promise of scholarship
funding if the student requests it under certain guidelines.
The amendment follows a letter sent from Rep. Owens, Representative Daniel Bonham
(R-Dalles) and Senator Lynn P. Findley (R-Vale) to the Governor, asking that Oregon
keep the promise made to these kids and families by reinstating the scholarship.
In 2020, more than 2,000 students made plans based on this funding. 1,400 were listed
as pending, while 1,070 were awarded the scholarship only to have it revoked. A -5
amendment would establish a special eligibility window for the 2,470 total students.
“Oregon made a promise to these students when we told them they could attend college
with support,” said Rep. Owens. “When this promise was broken in 2020, it dashed the
dreams of these families who were depending on the scholarship to give their child new
opportunities. I’m committed to making this right, and this amendment keeps the
promise we made.”
“I’m pleased that we are able to reinstate this program for young students aspiring to
earn their college degree,” said Rep. Bonham. “In the summer, we called on the
Governor to make good on the commitment made with the Oregon Promise Scholarship
because we knew how much it meant to the families that were counting on it.”
HB 2093-5 was passed unanimously out of the House Committee on Education with
bipartisan support. It now heads to Ways and Means.
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