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Kennemer: More Answers, Accountability Needed to Solve Cover Oregon Problems

Salem—A series of legislative committee meetings was held this week at the state capitol, giving lawmakers the opportunity to receive updates from representatives of various government agencies.

As a member of the House Health Care Committee, Rep. Bill Kennemer (R-Canby) took part in hearings regarding the continued technical problems that have plagued the rollout of Cover Oregon, the state’s highly advertised health care enrollment system. 

However, Kennemer said that the hearings involving Rocky King, the executive director of Cover Oregon, raised more questions than they ultimately answered.

“One of my biggest concerns is that the administrative branch of our state government is running this with a free hand and without the required oversight of the legislative branch,” Rep. Kennemer said. “There also appears to be literally no accountability for everything that has thus far gone wrong with this program.”

A series of issues were raised in the hearings, including troubling revelations about a lack of security and functionality on the Cover Oregon website. 

“For months, legislators have been given multiple assurances, but we’ve been told one thing while the reality is drastically different,” Rep. Kennemer said. “Promises have been broken and credibility has been damaged while premiums, co-pays and deductibles all increase and people lose their insurance.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Sadly,” Rep. Kennemer said, “The technical glitches have taken attention away from the original intended purpose of promoting a health care system that is focused on prevention, access to treatment and meeting Oregonians’ needs in an affordable manner. This isn’t good for Oregonians.” 

To view a video clip of Rep. Kennemer’s remarks in committee, click here.
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