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STATEMENT BY HOUSE SPEAKER TINA KOTEK 
 

“Governor John Kitzhaber has accomplished much for Oregonians in his 35 years of public service to 

our state. As a physician, as a legislator, and as our Governor, he has been a distinguished leader. 

  

“In 2011, I worked closely with the Governor during his signature effort to transform how health care is 

delivered to low-income Oregonians under the Oregon Health Plan. That work fundamentally changed 

health care in Oregon, and will benefit families throughout our state for years to come. 

  

“I support his decision to resign because it is the right decision for Oregonians. 

  

“Moving forward, I will continue to champion the priorities we have shared in the areas of equity in 

educational outcomes, quality early childhood education, and rural economic development. 

 

“The Oregon Legislature will meet the challenges facing Oregon and stands ready to show that even in 

the most trying times, we are committed to doing the right thing for the people of our state.” 
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