
 

 

OFFICE OF THE HOUSE SPEAKER 
900 Court St., N.E., Room H-269 

Salem OR  97301 

http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/kotek 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
June 30, 2020        Aaron Fiedler, 503-986-1904 

aaron.fiedler@oregonlegislature.gov 

 

Legislative Leaders Appoint Joint Committee on 

Transparent Policing and Use of Force Reform 
 

SALEM – Senate President Peter Courtney and Speaker of the House Tina Kotek have appointed 

the Joint Committee on Transparent Policing and Use of Force Reform, created by the passage of 

House Bill 4201 during last week’s legislative special session. The committee will start their 

work as soon as possible to continue the review of current policing practices and make 

recommendations for further reforms. 

 

“The police accountability and transparency bills passed last week are a long overdue 

beginning,” Speaker Kotek said. “We anticipate and look forward to more public conversation 

and additional concepts to consider in order to break down the institutional policies that have 

injured communities of color.” 

 

According to the legislation, the committee is charged with the following work: 

 

1. Examine policies that improve transparency in investigations into and complaints 

regarding the use of force by police officers, and increase transparency in police 

protocols and processes to build public trust in policing; 

2. Examine policies that reduce the prevalence of serious physical injury or death caused by 

the use of force by police officers by analyzing the use of force, the authorization of the 

use of force under state law and the disparate impact of the use of force on communities 

of color; 

3. Determine the most appropriate policy for independent review of the use of deadly force 

by police officers, including an analysis of procedures and policies used in other states; 

and 

4. Examine any other policies that increase transparency in policing and reform the use of 

force by police officers. 
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The committee is instructed to make recommendations for additional legislation by the end of the 

year, or earlier, for further consideration by the full Legislature. 

 

“I look forward to joining my Senate colleagues as we continue the work of long overdue and 

much-needed reforms to law enforcement practices,” said Rep. Janelle Bynum, co-chair of the 

committee and chair of the House Committee on Judiciary. “We have so much work in front of 

us as we embark on our quest to improve policing and ensure every person in Oregon feels safe 

and protected in their communities, regardless of who they are or where they live.”    

 

The following members have been appointed for this important work: 

 

Senator James I. Manning Jr., Co-Chair  Representative Janelle Bynum, Co-Chair 

Senator Lew Frederick    Representative Alissa Keny-Guyer 

Senator Bill Hansell     Representative Akasha Lawrence-Spence 

Senator Dallas Heard     Representative Rick Lewis 

Senator Floyd Prozanski    Representative Ron Noble 

Senator Kathleen Taylor     

Senator Kim Thatcher      
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