
Frequently Asked Questions – Firearms in the Capitol 

  

 

Legislative Administration (LA) consolidated the following information in order to answer frequently 

asked questions associated with pro-Second Amendment Rallies and about firearms in the Capitol in 

general.  For clarification of any issues or if you have additional questions don’t hesitate to contact LA at 

(503) 986-1848. 

 

 Pro-Second Amendment Rallies can and have been scheduled throughout the year; however based 

on past observation are most likely to occur during Legislative Session.  While they are often 

scheduled for the Capitol steps, depending on rally attendance, participants could potentially 

overflow into the adjacent State Parks, on the sidewalks around the Capitol, and may come into 

the Capitol.  As part of the event, participants may choose to openly carry firearms in accordance 

with federal law, state statute, and local ordinance.   

 Some rally participants may choose to come into the building, attend committee meetings, or meet 

with their legislators.  As with all visitors, they are welcome in all public areas of the building, but 

should only enter into offices and private workspaces with the consent of the occupants of the 

office or workspace.   

 Per ORS 166.370(3)(d), it is legal to carry firearms in the Capitol and on Capitol grounds, 

provided the carrier has an Oregon concealed handgun license (CHL).  If an individual is in 

possession of a valid CHL there is no statute or requirement to prevent the person from openly 

carrying a firearm in the Capitol or on the grounds. 

 There is no requirement to display a CHL; however, we will make clear clip-on badges available 

and request voluntary compliance from those individuals who are going to open carry firearms in 

the building. 

 Please don’t become confrontational if you notice people in the building openly carrying firearms.  

If at any time you feel uncomfortable or that your safety is threatened please follow normal 

procedures which may include: 

 Politely state that you would like the person to leave your work area. 

 Activate the closest “panic button” to obtain Oregon State Police (OSP) support. 

 Call OSP Dispatch at (503) 375-3555. 

 Exit the area. 

 If necessary, call 911.  

 As part of ongoing office communication, talk with your supervisor, co-workers, and others whose 

offices and work stations are near you.  As a group, try to come to an understanding about your 

level of comfort and your safety concerns, so that each of you has a plan if an incident occurs. 

 There are uniformed OSP officers in the building, supplemented during session by plain-clothed 

OSP Legislative Security.  You can always address questions to them as they perform their duties.    

 Finally, it is important to remember that safety is our number one priority.  To achieve our goal 

and ensure everyone’s safety, we must all work together and everyone needs to do their part.  If 

you don’t feel safe, please talk to your Supervisor regarding your options.  


