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Oregon State Legislature 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Obadiah Rutledge, Secretary of the Senate 

  Timothy G. Sekerak, Chief Clerk of the House   

FROM: Robert A. Wagner, President of the Senate   
 
  Julie Fahey, Speaker of the House   
 
RE: Joint Appointment – Blue Economy Task Force  

DATE: July 31, 2026 

 

Effective immediately, we are making the following appointments: 
 
Blue Economy Task Force (pursuant to SB 1525 (2026)) 

Appoint Representative David Gomberg, member of coastal caucus, Chair  
Appoint Senator David Brock Smith, member of coastal caucus, Vice Chair  
 
(A) Member who represents public and private research institutions  

Appoint Mark Farley (Director of Business Operations at OSU Hatfield Marine 
Science Center) 

 
(B) Member who represents businesses innovating in blue economy sectors  
 Appoint Jim King (Director at Central Coast Food Web) 
 
(C) Member who represents commercial and noncommercial fishery businesses  
 Appoint Ben Berkowitz (Owner at Portland Fish Market) 
 
(D) Member who represents recreational activities other than fishing  
 Appoint Charlie Plybon (Oregon Policy Manager at Surfrider Foundation) 
 
(E) Member who represents the tourism industry  
 Appoint Marcus Hinz (Executive Director at Oregon Coast Visitor Association) 
 
 



 

 

 
(F) Member who represents environmental organizations  

Appoint Jon Bonkoski (Vice President of Coastal Communities & Fisheries at 
Ecotrust) 

 
(G) Member who represents equity investors in blue economy businesses  

Appoint Alison Robertson (Director, Urban Renewal & Economic Development 
at Lincoln City) 

 
(H) Member who represents coastal labor  
 Appoint Eric Sherman (President at IBEW Local 932) 
 
(I) Member who represents The Sea Grant College of Oregon State University  

Appoint Dr. Karina Nielsen (Director at The Sea Grant College of Oregon State 
University) 

 
(J) Member(s) who represents federally recognized Indian tribes located on the Oregon 

coast  
 Appoint Shelley Estes (member of Tribal Council at the Coquille Tribe) 

Appoint Ashley Russell (Director of Culture and Natural Resources, and member 
of Tribal Council at the Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and 
Siuslaw Indians) 
 

Additional members: 
 
Member who represents economic development organizations   

Appoint Kevin Leahy (Executive Director at Clatsop Economic Development 
Resources) 

 
Member who represents ports  

Appoint Kyle Stevens (President at Oregon International Port of Coos Bay Board 
of Commissioners) 

 
Member who represents workforce development  

Appoint Dr. Byron Crump (Professor, College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Sciences of Oregon State University) 

  
 Member who is a generalist  
  Appoint Rick Osborn (President and Principal, Blue Ridge Strategies) 

 
 
 
Please contact the Senate President’s Office at Carol.Suzuki@OregonLegislature.gov or the 
House Speaker’s office at Carol.Crum@OregonLegislature.gov with questions.  
 


