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Broad-based Collaboration Will Replace Flawed Wildfire Maps to 

Protect Oregon Communities 
Senate Bill 83 repeals hazard designations and gives local flexibility to adopt building codes 

 

SALEM, OR – Oregon Senate Democrats today led repeal of the state’s official wildfire-hazard 
map, a document that did not correctly represent variation in individual property conditions and 
would have had consequences for land and building regulation. Senate Bill 83 eliminates the 
map and repeals the property maintenance rules that applied to higher-hazard areas on the 
map. 
 
“We need Senate Bill 83 to heal the huge divide among Oregonians, triggered by a wildfire map 
that made no logical sense to thousands of affected people,” said Senate Natural Resources 
and Wildfire Committee Chair Jeff Golden (D – Ashland). “That divide was squarely in the 
way of building the broad-based collaboration we need to meet the wildfire crisis, which is far 
beyond what government on its own can solve.” 
 
Today’s measure directs state agencies to produce fire regulations that property owners can 
choose to follow or municipal governments can adopt and enforce locally. In revoking the fire 
hazard map, the committee also nullified requirements that sellers disclose a property’s 
classification on the map and that property owners in hazard zones follow special construction 
rules for accessory dwelling units and replacement buildings. 
 
The legislation also: 

• Adds two members to the state Wildfire Programs Advisory Council, one from the 
firefighting field and one from the insurance industry 

• Requires the Department of Environmental Quality to report on community smoke 
monitoring and response 

• Directs the Public Utility Commission to report on actions taken to reduce wildfire risk 
from utility infrastructure. 

                      
Senate Bill 83 passed the Senate unanimously. It goes next to the House of Representatives. 
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