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Oregon Senate Democrats Get Set for More Progress on Job
Growth, Affordable Housing, and Disability Justice

SALEM, Ore. — Oregon Senate Democrats got progress reports and new details this week on
crucial programs to grow jobs, keep seniors housed, and maintain historic rights for people with
disabilities.

Business Oregon appeared before Chairman Anthony Broadman’s Senate Committee on
Finance and Revenue Tuesday to announce applications are open to get a tax credit for
creating new, well-paying jobs in Oregon. The Qualified Jobs Creation Tax Credit originated in
this year’s Senate Bill 1507.

"I know within my district in Central Oregon, businesses are showing a lot of interest, and | hope
job creators throughout the state take full advantage of this tax credit,” said Senator Broadman
(D - Bend). “If businesses want to pay $10,000 less in taxes, they should look at the new
application for this credit and see if they are eligible."

The application period opened Sept. 1 and will close October 31. Instructions for applying are
on Business Oregon’s website at tiny.cc/QJCTC-info.

In the same meeting, administrators of a tax deferral program reported new successes in
helping older Oregonians and people with disabilities stay in the homes they own when property
taxes grow beyond their household budgets. The Disabled and Senior Homeowners Program
defers property taxes until a family’s property is sold, charging 6 percent simple interest to fund
the program without using general fund taxes. Oregon Senator Deb Patterson (D — Salem)
was a co-sponsor of the 2025 bipartisan legislation that raised the income cap for the program
to $70,000 per household, and increased caps on market values the homes can have and still
qualify.

“I'm so encouraged that expanding the program is working. State officials told us there is an 8
percent increase in applications this year, and people can apply through December,” said
Senator Patterson. “There is no place like home, and a property tax deferral helps keep
seniors and people with disabilities right where they want to be.”

Visit the Oregon Dept. of Revenue’s website to see if you qualify: tiny.cc/tax-deferral.



http://tiny.cc/QJCTC-info
https://www.oregon.gov/dor/programs/property/pages/senior-and-disabled-property-tax-deferral-program.aspx

Living in the home you choose is an important component of self-determination for everyone, a
right that for much of history was not honored for people with disabilities. Civil rights that were
hard-won by the disability community are under threat again. Chair Sara Gelser Blouin (D -
Corvallis) on Wednesday convened the Oregon Senate Human Services Committee to better
understand and prepare for the Trump administration’s official refusal to enforce federal laws
and regulations that for decades have prevented the segregation and isolation of people with
disabilities.

“There are really tough times ahead, and | am grateful that we have a great team in Oregon, in
the community, in the agencies, in the legislature, and among individuals with disabilities
themselves to uphold our values of equality and community inclusion,” said Senator Gelser
Blouin. “Oregon will not rebuild institutions. We will not back away from our commitment to
community-based services for aging or disabled adults or to public schools that are open to all
children. We will not allow the Trump administration, or anyone else, to strip basic rights away
from Oregonians.”

The committee meetings were part of September Legislative Days in the Oregon State Capitol,
which ran Sept. 8 to 10. The next scheduled committee hearings will be held Dec. 1 to 3.
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