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Oregon Legislative Leaders Condemn Intimidation and
Violence, Call for Respectful Civic Engagement

SALEM, Ore. — According to reports, an individual attending a community forum on
Saturday with Senator Janeen Sollman became confrontational. Law enforcement
responded to the scene, and the individual was subsequently arrested and released
pending a court appearance.

Senate President Rob Wagner, House Speaker Julie Fahey, Senate Majority Leader
Kayse Jama and House Maijority Leader Ben Bowman issued the following joint
statement today regarding the reported incident:

“Oregonians have every right to be passionate about the issues affecting their
communities. They have every right to question, criticize and disagree with their elected
representatives. But that engagement must remain peaceful and respectful.

“There is no place in Oregon’s civic life for intimidation, threats or physical aggression.
Public officials should be able to meet with constituents and hear directly from people
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who disagree with them without fear that a disagreement will turn into a physical
confrontation.

“We urge Oregonians of every political perspective to reject intimidation and violence
and to help maintain a political culture where people can disagree openly and safely.
We stand with Sen. Sollman and her staff, and we respect the role of law enforcement
and the courts in addressing the allegations arising from Saturday’s incident.”
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