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Oregon well-positioned to take advantage of health care reform
HB 2009 from 2009 session lays groundwork for expanding access, lowing costs

SALEM - Lawmakers heard testimony Monday morning regarding Oregon’s position to take advantage of
the sweeping health care overhaul signed into law by President Obama in March. Reforms passed by the
Oregon Legislature in the 2009 session put Oregon ahead of the curve on expanding coverage, lowing costs,
and improving the quality of health care in the state.

“Oregon is a national leader for re-thinking how we provide access to quality, affordable health care,” said
Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson (D-Gresham), chair of the Interim Senate Committee on Health Care.
“We’re remarkably well-positioned to implement reforms and help more Oregonians because of the
groundwork laid last session to improve health care in Oregon.”

House Bill 2009 from the 2009 session created a coordinated, streamlined approach to health care reform by
establishing the Oregon Health Authority and Oregon Health Policy Board. The Authority and Board
oversee all health care functions, including the implementation of expanded coverage and reforms to contain
skyrocketing costs.

“Oregon is a model to other states on how to structure reform and cover more people in need,” said Senator
Alan Bates (D-Ashland), a physician and co-author of the Healthy Oregon Act of 2007 and HB 2009. “While
the journey toward universal coverage and lowering costs for everyone will take time, we’re leaps and
bounds ahead of most of the nation.”
Affordable and accessible health care for all Oregonians has been a long-standing priority for the Oregon
Senate Democrats. Giving uninsured Oregonians access to health care coverage is estimated to lower the
burden of costs for all Oregonians over time, for those with and without health insurance. At the same time,
this expansion of health care services will create thousands of family-wage jobs for Oregonians.
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