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REP. GREG SMITH VOTES TO PROTECT SMALL BUSINESSES  

FROM EXCESSIVE FEE INCREASE 
Opposes 150 percent fee increase for businesses involved in labor practice proceedings 

 
SALEM – Rep. Greg Smith (R-Heppner) today voted to protect small businesses from an 
excessive fee increase intended to benefit the state Employment Relations Board (ERB).  He 
opposed HB 2070, which requires employers to pay a $250 fee when responding to complaints in 
ERB labor practice proceedings.   The previous fee was $100. 
 
“This bill hits Oregon’s small businesses with a 150 percent fee increase,” Rep. Smith said.  “It 
is another example of how the Legislature enhances state agencies at the expense of businesses 
and taxpayers.”  
 
HB 2070 also establishes a new fee of $250 to file charges or to file an answer with ERB in other 
types of labor practice proceedings.  The revenue from the bill will be used to fund the agency’s 
travel expenses, and to hire an additional administrative law judge.   
 
“With $2.5 billion in additional General Fund revenue in 2007-09, we shouldn’t target small 
businesses with new fees and higher fees,” Rep. Smith said.  “As these fees begin to pile up, it 
becomes more difficult for small businesses to retain jobs and compete in the marketplace.” 
 
HB 2070 passed the House 31 to 27, with Rep. Smith joining 26 Republicans and 1 Democrat in 
opposing the measure.  The bill now moves to the Senate.  
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