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Eastern Oregon Republicans, Jenson and Smith  
Help Pass Permanent Tax Exemption For Loggers  

 
SALEM – Today Representative Bob Jenson (R-Pendleton) and Representative Greg Smith (R-
Heppner) helped Oregon’s loggers achieve a major victory in the passage of House Bill 2563. 
HB 2563 permanently extends the personal property tax exemption on certain logging 
equipment. 
 
In the 2009 Legislation Session, Rep. Smith was approached by Associated Oregon Loggers 
concerned about this tax exemption which was due to sunset in 2013.  Representative Smith 
drafted legislation to extend the sunset to 2018 and include machinery manufactured before 
1992. Eligible machinery includes newer cats, skidders, log loaders, single-grip harvesters, 
delimbers, skyline and swing yarders. 
 
With the help of Representative Bob Jenson  this legislation passed out of the Full Committee on 
Ways and Means and then through the House and Senate and was signed into law. 
 
Knowing 2018 would be coming up fast, Associated Oregon Loggers found HB 2563. This bill 
provided a perfect vehicle for language to be amended into it and make Rep. Smith’s and Rep. 
Jenson’s hard work permanent.  
 
AOL approached Rep. Smith and Rep. Jenson to assist in getting the amended legislation 
concurred in the House of Representatives. 
 
“Representative Greg Smith and Representative Bob Jenson are both respected members in the 
Oregon House of Representatives and work hard for their constituents.  Their votes without 
doubt would bring additional support and respect to this bill,” said Kevin Campbell (Associated 
Oregon Loggers) 
 
“This bill will help in the retention, expansion and creation of jobs for one of Northeast Oregon’s 
key industries. However, it cannot be the end in our efforts to return Oregon to a natural resource 
based economy,” said Representative Bob Jenson.  
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"The average small logging company saves $2,500 a year under this exemption," said 
Representative Greg Smith. “During these tough economic times, our small businesses need all 
the help they can get. This bill is also important for saving natural resources jobs in Eastern 
Oregon and throughout our state." 
 
HB 2563 now will proceed to the desk of the Governor for his signature. 
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