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REP. GREG SMITH WORKS TO GET A NEW COURT 
JUDGESHIP IN UMATILLA AND MORROW COUNTIES 

 
SALEM –Rep. Greg Smith (R-Heppner) announced today the passage of HB 

2278 which establishes four new circuit court judgeships, including a new 
judgeship in the 6th Judicial District which includes Umatilla and Morrow 
Counties. 
 
“I fought for our area to make sure we would benefit from these new judgeships,” 
said Rep. Smith.  “We desperately need another judge to deal with the crime 
problems facing our community.” 
 
“This bill is vital to enforcing the law in rural Oregon where courts are already 
back-logged,” said House Speaker Karen Minnis (R-Wood Village). “Our judges 
do a great job in expediting the business before their courts, but they need help to 
ensure the safety of their communities.” 
 
House Bill 2278 appropriates enough money for 16 new positions and 4 FTE’s. 
Each Judge will employ three support staff. The 1st Judicial District in Jackson 
County, the 5th Judicial District in Clackamas County and the 18th Judicial District 
in Clatsop County will also benefit from a new judgeship. 
 
“We have to shout loud to have our voices heard here in Salem,” said Rep. Smith. 
“This new judgeship signals that we are being heard. This bill will make our 
families, our kids and our communities a whole lot safer in the long run.” 
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