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STATE BUDGET AGREEMENT REACHED 

In Salem, a signal of cooperation can be seen by all.  Late Monday evening Speaker of the 
House Karen Minnis, Senate President Peter Courtney, and Governor Ted Kulongoski 
announced agreement on the many controversial state budgets which have kept the 
legislature at bay for several weeks.   

This new agreement would settle issues such as K - 12 funding, meth prevention funding, 
veteran’s assistance, tuition increases in higher education, assisted living funding, economic 
development, and many other vital issues to the State of Oregon.   

Representative Smith said, “With this agreement the Joint Ways and Means Committee 
will reconvene to work through the exact details and then pass them on to both the House 
and Senate for final approval.  It is exciting to see both the House and Senate working 
together.  This agreement could bring an end to the legislative session and events in the 
capital to a completion.” 

Key Highlights: 

• The agreed upon budget stays within the confines of the original budget agreement and 
protects programs that Republicans and our constituents care about.  

  
• The budget increases funding for K-12 by as much as $318 million above the Governor’s 

Recommended Budget.   
  

• This figure represents the funding amount identified by the School Revenue Forecast 
Committee as the amount needed to keep schools whole through the next two years.  

  
• A majority of districts budgeted to a figure much lower than $5.295 billion and many will 

be able to restore programs and staff cut over the past few years.  
  

• This plan will fund Oregon Pre-Kindergarten and Head Start programs.  
  

• It will substantially increase funding for Blue Mountain Community College and Eastern 
Oregon University above the levels in the Governor’s Recommended Budget.  
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