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Rep Smith Urges Caution in Woods for Holiday Weekend 
 
(Salem) “The forests in Northeast Oregon are so tinder dry right now, we need to be extra 
careful when we go into the woods,” said State Representative Greg Smith (R-Heppner) 
as the Labor Day weekend begins. The Oregon Department of Forestry reports “extreme 
fire danger” for this part of the state and urges residents to use special precautions to 
avoid sparking a wild fire.  
 
               In the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest they are still battling the 32,000 acre 
Granite Complex fire east of Enterprise. The Fly Fire near the Starkey Experimental 
Forest grew to around 1,000 acres and is still being mopped up. The recent Rhinehart 
Road Fire northeast of La Grande could have been much worse, but was contained at just 
under 700 acres.  
 
             Smith is urging Oregonians who plan to camp out, hunt or do other activities in the 
forests this weekend to use common sense. “If you’re careless with campfires or smoking 
it can quickly lead to disaster and put others in danger, please observe the current 
restrictions.” Campfires and chainsaws are prohibited in most areas and smoking should 
be limited to enclosed vehicles and buildings. There are also several road closures in 
Northeast Oregon. 75% of all wild fires are caused by people, the rest by lightning.  
 
               “Our firefighting crews deserve so much credit for their quick response on the 
ground and in the air to combat these potentially devastating forest fires,” noted Smith. 
However, suppression efforts are expensive with the cost of one load of fire retardant 
dropped from a plane at an estimated $10,000, the total price tag can add up fast. As a 
member of the Legislative Emergency Budget Board, Representative Smith expects to 
see a request for millions of dollars to cover the cost of knocking down several big blazes 
in Oregon’s forests this year.  
 
                 “In the long run policy makers at the state and federal level need to rethink the 
way we manage our forests to allow thinning and other measures which will minimize the 
number of destructive fires,” explained Smith.  During this last legislative session, Smith 
was a proud supporter of House Bill 2655 which would have created a special Smokey 
Bear license plate to increase awareness of forest fire prevention. Click here to learn 
more.  
           For additional information on the current fire activity in Northeast Oregon click 
here or call NE Oregon Interagency Dispatch 541-963-7171 or Pendleton Interagency 
Communications 541-278-3732.   
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