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REP. SHERRIE SPRENGER FILES PRIORITY BILL ALLOWING SCHOOLS TO DIRECTLY NEGOTIATE MASCOT AGREEMENTS WITH TRIBES
HB 3536 Would Remove State Board Of Education From Mascot Use Negotiations
SALEM, OR— In response to continued inaction by the Oregon State Board of Education regarding the use of Native American mascots in Oregon schools, Representative Sherrie Sprenger (R-Scio) has introduced HB 3536, legislation that would allow Native American Tribes and school districts to directly negotiate acceptable mascot use agreements without oversight from the state board.
Rep. Sprenger’s proposal comes after years of negotiations between legislators, school districts, tribal leaders and other stakeholders came to a halt due to the State Board of Education’s failure to establish a framework for school districts and tribes to create mascot use agreements as required by state law. The board recently heard recommendations from a work group devised to craft the rules governing mascot use agreements, but has not yet acted on those recommendations.
“This has never been about football jerseys or emblems on gym floors,” said Rep. Sprenger.  “I have travelled all over the state talking to school boards and stakeholders involved in this issue to make sure they understand the intent of this law is to build relationships with tribes. It’s time for us to move forward on this issue.”
In 2012, the State Board of Education ruled that schools must eliminate nicknames or images associated with Native American culture by 2017 or risk the possibility of losing state funding. In response, Senator Jeff Kruse (R-Roseburg) and Rep. Sprenger introduced Senate Bill 215, which would have allowed schools districts to continue using Native American symbols if use was approved by tribal leaders. After receiving approval from the Legislature, SB 215 was vetoed by Governor Kitzhaber. In 2014, Rep. Sprenger and Sen. Kruse brought forward Senate Bill 1509, a greatly compromised version of SB 215, which directed the State Board of Education to write rules governing mascot use agreements between tribes and school districts. SB 1509 received bipartisan support and was signed into law by Governor Kitzhaber.

Following several recent State Board of Education meetings, it became apparent that the board has not made a serious attempt to carry out the rulemaking process as prescribed in SB 1509, prompting Rep. Sprenger to draft HB 3536. Should HB 3536 be adopted, school districts and tribal leaders would be free to negotiate agreements without oversight from the state board.

Timeline of Mascot Discussion

•
2012 – Oregon State Board of Education rules that schools must eliminate nicknames or images associated with Native American culture by 2017 or risk the possibility of losing state funding.

•
2013 – Oregon Legislature approves SB 215, which would have allowed school districts to continue using Native American symbols if use is approved by tribal leaders. 

•
2013 – Governor Kitzhaber vetoes SB 215.

•
2014 – Oregon Legislature approves SB 1509, a greatly compromised version of SB 215, which directed the State Board of Education to adopt rules governing mascot use agreements between tribes and school districts.

•
2014 - SB 1509 is signed into law by Governor Kitzhaber.

•
2015 – State Board of Education has yet to adopt rules as prescribed by SB 1509, leaving schools with Native American mascots in a state of uncertainty.
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